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Dear Readers.
Now that everyone (well almost) everyone is back in UAE
after the summer break the activities and events on the
diplomatic calendar are also returning to normal. Recent
months have brought some major international events to
the region that included the Extraordinary Summit of the
Organization of Islamic Nations which was hosted by His
Majesty the King of Saudi Arabia. You will find extensive
coverage of the conference in this month’s issue. We also
saw the NAM (Non aligned movement) Summit taking
place in Iran which was an unprecedented international
diplomacy initiative by the republic of Iran. The large number of Heads of State
and Government that attended the summit is being seen as significant by many
observers In another important regional development, the newly elected Egyptian
President Mohammad Morsi was warmly welcomed in China. Whether this visit
was aimed at sending a powerful message to certain capitals as to how Egyptian
foreign policy will be shaped in the coming days remains to be seen, but in the
meantime many observers are consider this as a significant shift in foreign policy.
Things in Syria have remained turbulent to say the least, and our hearts go out
to the innocent civilians who find themselves caught in the middle of the another
battle ground which is not of their own making. Let us hope that peace can prevail
in Syria so that ordinary civilians can lead a peaceful and prosperous life.
With the all important US presidential election now around the corner President
Clinton threw his weight behind President Obama in an effort to build upon the
popularity that is still enjoyed by Clinton in middle America. Will this be enough
to combat the ever increasing popularity of Mitt Romney? Well we will certainly
be looking forward to an interesting contest.
Finally, I must thank you all for the wonderful feedback and continuing your
support that you have been giving to The Diplomat!
Diplomatically Yours!
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news this month

uae

Business Confidence in UAE tops Globally

China & Egypt

UAE leads the world in business confidence
according to recent global economic survey
index undertaken by the Association of
Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)
and the Institute of Management Accountants
(IMA), leaving behind the US, UK, Hong
Kong, Singapore and others. Global economic
recovery cautioned that growth across world’s
most developed economies has stalled once
again and that the global economy is as fragile
as it has ever been in the last 3 years. This is a
glowing tribute to the visionary leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahayan, President of UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, and His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President & Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler
of Dubai as well as Their Highnesses the Rulers of Emirates. It may be noted that UAE has
become a hub of business, trade and commerce of the region and has established itself as
a world class destination for investment and trade.  Several multinational companies and
international organizations have based themselves in the UAE to oversee their global and
regional operations from here.

Britain & Israe

Syria

OIC suspends Syrian
Membership

President of China welcomes New Egyptian President
Egyptian President, Morsi who took office in June as Egypt’s
first freely elected civilian president, was welcomed by Chinese
President, Hu Jintao at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing at the
start of his two-day trip. Welcoming Morsi, President Hu said, “Mr.
President has chosen China as one of his first countries to visit and
this fully shows that your country attaches great importance to the

desire to develop relations with China”. Morsi was accompanied
by a delegation of 80 Egyptian business leaders who discussed
investment projects with 200 Chinese counterparts. Analysts are
seeing this as an important development and an indicator of how
Egyptian Foreign Policy may shape up in the future.

India & Pakistan

India & Pakistan Celebrates
Independence Days

Britain Condemns
Israel’s decision on Har
Homa settlements
British Minister of State for Foreign Affairs for the Middle East
and North Africa Alistair Burt on Friday condemned the Israeli
decision to build 130 housing units in Har Homa settlement south
of East Jerusalem.   The statement was issued by the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, stated “The recent announcement by the
Israeli authorities to tender for the construction of 130 new housing
units in the illegal settlement of Har Homa is extremely worrying.
We have expressed deep concern following previous announcements
of construction in Har Homa and I am very disappointed that the
construction of this illegal settlement has continued,”  
It maybe noted that Britain has always maintained a principled
stand on this issue, and continues to speak for a peaceful resolution of
the Palestinian issue in light of the united nation conventions.
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Members of Organization of Islamic Cooperation
suspended Syria in a meeting held at Makkah. A
statement issued at the end of summit said participants
had agreed on “the need to end immediately the acts
of violence in Syria and to suspend that country from
the OIC.” OIC Chief Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu told the
decision sent a strong message to the Syrian regime
that, “This world can no longer accept a regime that
massacres its people using planes, tanks and heavy
artillery,” he added.

Pakistan celebrated its independence day on 14th August with
national pride with celebrations across the country and overseas.
Similarly on 15th August India also celebrated its independence
day.  Both countries achieved their independence from the British
empire in 1947. Last month high level talks were held between
Foreign Secretaries of both countries which have been seen
as highly significant as it shows both countries desire to work
together and resolve all outstanding conflicts.   Leaders of both
countries continue to meet on sidelines of various international
conferences. A few months back Pakistani President paid a private
visit to India to pay homage to Muslim Saint’s shrine in Ajmer and
on the occasion the Indian Prime Minister had hosted a banquet
for the visiting dignitary. People on both sides of the border
especially the civil society, artists and cultural and peace activists
have maintained a positive relationship between the civil societies
of both countries as part of the confidence building measures
aimed at promoting goodwill and friendship between both the
neighboring countries.
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UAE & Qatar

un & Syria

us

First man on moon, Neil
Armstrong leaves the world.

General Sheikh Mohammed meets Emir of Qatar
H.H. General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces was received
by the Emir of Qatar H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. During the
meeting, two leaders discussed ways to strengthen fraternal relations and
cooperation between the two countries in all domains. The meeting also touched
on regional developments and issues
of mutual interest.
General Mohammed was accompanied
by H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Presidential Affairs; H.H. Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed, Foreign Minister;
H.H. Ahmed Juma, Deputy Minister
of Presidential Affairs; H.E. Sultan bin
Nasser, Governor of the UAE Central
Bank; H.E. Mohammed Mubarak,
Under Secretary of the Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince’s Court and a number
of officials. Present from the Qatari
side were Sheikh Jassem bin Hamad,
Personal Representative of the Emir of
Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem bin
Jabri, Qatari PM and Foreign Minister
and a number of Ministers.

UAE & GERMANY

Sheikh Abdullah meets
German Foreign Minister
H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin
Zayed Al Nahayan, UAE Foreign
Minister held a detailed meeting
with the Foreign Minister of
Germany Guido Westerwelle.
During the meeting, Sheikh
Abdullah and his German
counterpart discussed bilateral
relations, matters of common
concern as well as regional
and international issues, in
the Middle East in particular.
Also present at the meeting
were ambassador of the UAE
to Germany Mohammed Ahmed Al Mahmoud and director of the foreign
minister Mohammed Mahmoud Al-Khaja. The relationship between UAE and
Germany has been growing steadily over the years both countries and their
people continue to cooperate in a variety of fields in an effort to further expand
the scope of the business, trade and commerce relationship as well as enhance
the cultural and social side of the relationship.
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The world mourned the first man on the moon, US astronaut, Neil
Armstrong who died died at the age of 82. He was suffering from
heart problems. Neil Armstrong was seen as an icon for space
exploration and has become a symbol of how man can achieve
excellence. As commander of the Apollo 11 mission, Armstrong is
renowned as the first human to set foot on the moon on July 20, 1969,
and said the famous words as he took his first steps on the moon “ it
is a small step for man, but a giant leap for mankind.

Annan quits as
UN Envoy as Syria
violence rages
International envoy Kofi Annan stepped
down after his April peace plan for Syria
went in tatters in the face of raging violence.
The UN chief paid tribute to Annan for
his efforts saying, “I wish to express my
deepest gratitude to Mr Annan for the
determined and courageous efforts he has
made. He deserves our profound admiration
for the selfless way in which he has put
his formidable skills and prestige to this
most difficult and potentially thankless of
assignments”.
The UN and Arab League named Annan as
its envoy on the Syria conflict on February
23, 2012 and he brokered a six-point peace
plan that was supposed to begin with a
ceasefire from April 12. But the truce never
took hold.

Russia

Russia becomes 156th
member of WTO
After years of negotiation, WTO finally announced granting of membership to Russia. With
its formal accession, Russia becomes the 156th country to join WTO. Until now, Russia was
the largest economy in the world that was a not a WTO member. Russia’s membership became
official 30 days after the move was formally supported by both chambers of Parliament and the
Government.
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International Feature

OIC Summit 

feature story
Daniella Melikian

Extraordinary Summit
of OIC ends with Three
Resolutions
As Kings, Presidents & Prime Ministers representing 57 Muslim countries
met on the invitation of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, International
Diplomat brings you an exclusive report of the outcomes the Extraordinary
OIC Summit.
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The 4th Extraordinary Summit of the
Organization of the Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) was held in Makkah on August 14-15,
2012 on the call of Custodian of the two Holy
Mosques His Majesty King Abdullah bin
Abdul Aziz Al Saud. The Summit was held
with the intent to tackle the challenges and
problems faced by Muslim countries such
as the ongoing incidents in Syria, Palestine,
Myanmar, Sudan and Mali. The head of the
states of member countries came together to
evaluate the possible tangible steps for the
resolution of these problems.
Since the establishment of the OIC in 1969
it has only been convened eleven times as a
regular summit and only three times as an
extraordinary one (held in Pakistan in March
1997, Qatar, March 2003, and Saudi Arabia,
December 2005).
The 4th extraordinary summit called last
month holds significance as it took place
at a time when the Muslim World is going
through unprecedented changes in wake of
the Arab Spring. It was also significant that
nearly all member states of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation took part in the
summit. However, Syria was not invited to
participate in the conference. Amongst the
participants was the host His Majesty King
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Abdullah, Turkish President Abdullah Gul,
Egyptian President Muhammad Mursi,
Jordan’s King Abdallah, Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmedinejad, Qatari Emir Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani, Yemeni President Abdo
Rabbo Mansour Hadi, Palestine’s Mahmoud
Abbas, Malaysia’s Najib Razak, Sudan’s Omar
al-Bashir, Afghanistan’s Hamid Karzai,
Tunisian President Moncef Marzouki,
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari and
Bangladesh President Mohammad Zillur
Rahman.
The timing and place of the summit was
also believed to have a strong effect on the
religious sentiments of more than 1.5 billion
Muslims. Being held in the holiest city of
Makkah, on the holiest night of Lailatul Qadr
and attended by statesmen, prime ministers,
foreign ministers and high level officials
from the Islamic world, the event provided
a great opportunity to arouse the feelings of
reconciliation among the 57 members of the
OIC.
On arrival, the guests were welcomed by
crown prince and Defense Minister Salman
bin Abdulaziz followed by reception and
meeting with King Abdullah at Al-Safa
Palace.
The summit was then formally launched

with the inaugural speech given by King
Abdullah, who welcomed the participants.
Talking about the need of calling emergency
summit King Abdullah said, “The Islamic
Ummah is currently living in a state of
sedition and disunity that led to bloodshed
of its people in this holy month in many
parts of our Islamic world”. He urged the
participants to, “tackle the affairs of Islamic
nation and probe the reasons of its weakness
and differences that it is incurring and which
marred its consistency and unity”.
OIC Secretary General Ekmelettin
Ihsanoğlu too made a short speech,
calling upon Muslim leaders to rise up
to the challenges facing the Ummah with
unprecedented responsibility. The OIC
chief commended the heads of state of
Muslim countries for quickly responding
to the call for an emergency summit. “The
Islamic world is now going through the most
difficult period of its contemporary history
after World War I,” he said, highlighting the
significance of the two-day summit.
Referring to the Arab uprisings that ousted
governments in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and
Yemen; Ihsanoğlu said, “People are now
vigilant and are looking forward to a decent
life and good governance, giving top priority

to the higher interests of the nation”.
Praising King Abdullah for his efforts
he said, “As a completion of the 10-point
program approved by the 2005 Islamic

summit, King Abdullah wants to strengthen
Islamic solidarity to promote joint Islamic
action”.
Commenting on the strength of OIC,

Ihsanoglu said, “The OIC countries play
a vital role in the United Nations. It is the
largest bloc in the international body in
terms of voting power. 57-member body
has thus been making strenuous efforts to
bolster Islamic unity and solidarity to defend
Muslim causes, such as the Palestinian issue,
in addition to fighting Islamophobia.
The three agendas around which the
summit talks revolved were Syrian Crisis,
status of Palestine and tragic killings of
Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.
With a symbolic attempt to pile pressure
on Damascus over its deadly crackdown on
a 17-month uprising, the emergency summit
of the world’s largest Islamic bloc was opened
with the suspension proposal put forward by
a preparatory meeting of foreign ministers.
The move by the OIC, which represents
1.5 billion Muslims worldwide, is aimed at
further isolating Assad’s embattled regime.
Syria was already facing suspension by
Arab League imposed last year over its
clampdown on the uprising and now the
OIC meeting has called for the “immediate
implementation of the transitional peace
plan and the development of a peaceful
mechanism that would allow building a new
Syrian state based on pluralism, democratic
and civilian system.”
It also urged the UN Security Council to
“assume fully its responsibility by stopping
the ongoing violence and bloodshed in Syria
and finding a peaceful and lasting solution to
the Syrian crisis”.
Algeria, Pakistan and Kazakhstan had
called for the final statement of the summit,
to which Damascus was not invited, to also
pin blame on the armed opposition for
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the bloodshed in Syria. Egypt’s President,
Muhammad Mursi recommended the
formation of a committee grouping his
country with key players Iran, Saudi Arabia
and Turkey to try to find a settlement to the
Syrian conflict.
Iranian delegates were the only ones
that criticized the move to suspend Syria’s
membership of the OIC, saying it would
not resolve the conflict and was not in line
with the group’s charter. Iran in past has also
repeatedly voiced support to its Damascus
ally, but surprisingly at the Summit dealt
with the matter of Syrian suspension with a
“soft reaction.” In a 55-minute speech, Iran’s
president had avoided mention of the Syrian
conflict. There has been a clear change in the
Iranian position toward Syria.
Reviewing the tragic killings of Rohingya
Muslims
in
Myanmar,
57-member
Organization condemned “the continued
recourse to violence by the Myanmar
authorities against the members of this
minority and their refusal to recognize their
right to citizenship.”
Violence between Buddhists and Rohingya
has left scores dead, with official figures
indicating that 80 people from both sides
died in initial fighting in June. The entire
state has been under emergency rule since
early June with a heavy army and police
presence.
In a final statement, the OIC summit
decided to bring this matter before the
General Assembly of the United Nations. The
OIC also announced that it had received a
green light from Myanmar to assist displaced
Rohingya. Giving details of the statement,
OIC said Myanmar gave its agreement
during talks between a delegation from the
pan-Islamic body and President Thein Sein
held in its capital Yangon on the “deplorable
humanitarian situation in Rakhine state.”
The delegation assured Thein Sein that
Islamic humanitarian organizations were
willing to provide aid to all residents of
the strife-torn state. Saudi King Abdullah
has also decided to grant $50 million to
the Rohingya, describing them as victims
of “several rights violations, including
ethnic cleansing, murder, rape and forced
displacement.”
During discussion on Palestine, the final
communiqué of the summit reaffirmed
previous resolutions concerning the lifting of
the continuing illegal Israeli siege in the Gaza
Strip, calling on the UN Security Council
to fulfill its responsibilities in preserving
and maintaining international peace and
security, and taking immediate action to
lift the siege and compel Israel to stop its
continual aggression against the Palestinian
people.
The talks on the three main agendas of the
summit discussed above resulted in passing
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of three resolutions mutually decided by
member states that called upon for immediate
implementation.  The resolutions put forward
were to suspend the membership of Syria in
the OIC, to give recognition to Palestine as a
sovereign state and to champion the cause of
the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.
Apart from main agendas, King Abdullah
in a conciliatory move also proposed setting
up a center in Riyadh for dialogue between
Muslim Sunnis and Shiites. The move called
for cooperation between Muslim states, the
fight against divisions between Muslims,
promotion of “moderate” Islam and the “fight
against terrorism and the thinking behind
it.” Furthermore, in a second statement
called the “Makkah Pact,” the participants
proclaimed their support for “the oppressed
Muslim peoples... who face the combat
aircraft and heavy guns of the regular armies
as is the case of the Syrian people.”
The outcomes of OIC Summit held last
month are commendable for its efforts to
conciliate members specifically Iran to
welcome Muslim leaders in a gesture that
was aimed at putting old grievances aside in
the quest for a resolution to the Syrian crisis.
The positive measure that received gratitude
from members was adopting proposal to
create a center for dialogue between Islam’s
sects, a move aimed at defusing some of the
region’s sectarian tensions.
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Diplomatically Speaking

counsul general of turkey

Interview

The International Diplomat spoke exclusively to the Consul General of Turkey in Dubai and Northern
Emirates and discussed the growing relationship between UAE and Turkey as well as the increased level
of trade and commerce between both nations.
The Diplomat: UAE and Turkey share
a long standing relationship> which has
constantly been growing over the years.
What would you say > are the main features
of this relationship?
The Consul General: Turkey and United
Arab Emirates have enjoyed friendly and
brotherly relations since the formation of
the UAE, and our shared faith and affinity of
cultures and close bond of friendship
> has continued to bring us closer with
the passage of time. This is a very special and
landmark year for our relations because we
have had major high profile visits by the top
leadership of both countries. It
> was this year that, His Excellency
Abdullah Gul undertook his official state
visit to the United Arab Emirates to meet
the UAE President H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahayan. He was also accompanied
by a high level delegation  that comprised of
high officials and representatives of both
public and private sectors and this provided
an unprecedented opportunity for expansion
of our relations in a variety of areas.  It also
opened the doors for businessmen from
both countries to meet and exchange their
cooperation and explore areas of promoting
mutual business, trade and investment.  
Earlier this year H.H Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, the Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi had also visited Turkey and
met with our top leadership. His visit paved
the way to further cement these relations and
both countries agreed to enhance and expand
the level of their cooperation in all areas.  Let
us also
> not forget that the United Arab Emirates
and Turkey have a history of cooperation
in foreign policy, and have been working
together within various multilateral bodies
such as NATO and United Nations. The
two   states share similar ideals and views
on international issues and the future of our
bilateral relationship is very promising.

H.E Elif Comoglu Ulgen
Consul General of Turkey in Dubai
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The International Diplomat: Trade
continues to be one of the major cornerstones
that defines the relationship between Turkey
and the UAE. How do you see the business,
trade and economic relations between
both countries expanding following the
Presidential visit?
The Consul General:   The Trade relations
between the United Arab Emirates and
Turkey have their roots in history, and the
future is equally promising. Currently the
trade figure between the two states exceeds

5 billion US dollars. However both countries
and their business communities understand
that this can be very easily doubled because
there is a lot of scope of expansion.  It is one
of our priorities to take this trade in excess
of 10 billion US Dollars in the near future.
The Turkish government is looking forward
to expanding solid business, economic and
trade associations with the United Arab
Emirates. We believe that there is plenty of
ground for this expansion in the minds and
hearts of both people.  One of the highlights
of the Turkish President’s visit to the United
Arab Emirates was the Turkey-UAE Business
Forum 2012 which was organized by the
Dubai Chamber of Commerce. This Forum
was chaired by the President Abdullah
Gul in which he also delivered the keynote
address. This underscores the importance
both governments attach to expansion of
the trade relations between both countries.
In his speech the President Abdullah Gul
directly addressed the business community
in UAE and encouraged them to invest in
Turkey. He also highlighted the fact that the
Turkish government has created special laws

that facilitate foreigners to establish their
businesses in Turkey. It is also known that
the geo strategic location of Turkey presents
a unique opportunity for potential investors
because it is a very young, dynamic, and
constantly growing economy in the region.
The government has adopted new laws and
incentives for potential investors. Turkey
is enacted a special law which will allow
individuals from the United Arab Emirates to
own land in Turkey and we are confident that
this will further boost the economic activity
between both countries.
The Diplomat: In addition to a
strong bilateral relationship between the
governments it is also important that the
private sector from both countries maintain
close cooperation. What steps are you
taking to expand the business-to-business
relationships growing between businessmen
from both countries?
The Consul General: I totally agree that
the businessmen from both countries must
work together and the close cooperation of
the private sector is equally important. We
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encourage this kind of interaction
between the businessmen from both
countries, and believe that it is expanding
at an excellent level. The Turkish Business
Council in Dubai   is regularly receiving
business delegations in official and business
circles in Dubai. As a Consulate we are
playing an instrumental role in encouraging
potential investors who may be considering
Turkey as a destination for their investment.
We have initiated a number of projects aimed
at taking these initiatives forward and we are
confident that these efforts will yield very
good results in the coming days.
The Diplomat:     Being close to Europe,
Asia and the Middle East, and just a few
hours flight from the UAE, Turkey is a
popular destination for tourists from the
UAE. What steps are being taken to further
attract tourism from UAE and the Gulf region
to Turkey?
The Consul General:   Since I arrived in
the UAE after my appointment as the Consul
General of Turkey I have met many Emiratis
who regularly visit Turkey, in fact Turkey is
one of their favorite places to visit. Moreover
people from many other nationalities that live
and work in the UAE also choose Turkey as
a destination for their vacations. We have,
Turkish Airlines which is always creating
various packages that   encourage tourism
from UAE. The official figures according to
the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism
there has been an increase almost 90% in the
number of Emiratis visited Turkey from April
2011- April 2012. UAE nationals are given
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visa on arrival which makes travel to Turkey
very swift.  Turkey offers a very good climate,
beautiful and scenic locations, historic sites,
good shopping and delicious cuisine which
make it a very attractive destination for all
tourists. I must also add that Turkish soap
operas have proven to be very popular among
the Emirati community. It is a sort of a soft
power of the country, and the consulate has
been receiving inquiries about actors, venues,
and restaurants featured in the soap operas.
These venues happened to be the most visited
places in Turkey and they have also had an
influence in business relations as the very
recent soap opera Suleiman the magnificent
of the ottoman empire has led to a boom in
the sales of ottoman jewelry and clothing.
The Diplomat: What are the numbers of
the Turkish community living in the UAE and
how have they been contributing towards the
development of the UAE?
The Consul General: We have a sizeable
Turkish population in the UAE and they
comprise of both professional workers as
well as businessmen. Their professional level
ranges from mid to high level management
that work in various multinational
corporations in all emirates of United Arab
Emirates. We also have many Entrepreneurs
that own their own businesses both in Abu
Dhabi and Dubai and as I have mentioned
earlier we have the Turkish Business Councils
that are very active in both Dubai and Abu
Dhabi.  Similarly, our women are also playing
an active particularly on the cultural and
social side and frequently host various events

and activities aimed at highlighting the
Turkish culture as well as promote friendship
between both countries. You will be pleased
to know that recently upon their initiative,
and the support of the Turkish business
council we organized annual festivities on
the 23rd of April and this year we were
able to donate 100,000 AED to the Dubai
Autism Center which was generated by the
contributions of the Turkish companies in
Dubai. We have also been rewarded by a
certificate of appreciation by His Highness
the Crown Prince of Dubai Sheikh Hamdan
bin Mohammed Al Maktoum for the support
we’ve given the Dubai Autism Center. This
has been a great achievement of the Turkish
community and it makes me very proud of
their work especially because they were able
to support a very noble cause for the people
of Dubai.
The Diplomat: How would you say the
services have improved during your tenure
and what special initiatives have you taken in
this regard?
The Consul General:     I arrived as the
Consul General on the 15th of January 2012,
and in this time I have ensured that the level
of services being offered at our consulate
general continues to be aimed
at serving our community in Dubai
and Northern Emirates. Together with
our Embassy in Abu Dhabi we are at the
service of our community and at   the same
time work with the host country to ensure
that the relations between our countries
maintain their upward swing.   We have

recently launched an official Facebook page
for the consulate which enables us to have
more interactive relations with our expat
community.
The Diplomat : What are your views about
the first Diplomatic magazine dedicated to
covering the events and activities of the UAE
based diplomatic and consular communities?
The Consul General: I find the
Diplomat Magazine very informative and
comprehensive and it serves the needs of the
diplomatic community in the UAE.  When I
arrived in the UAE, and was new in this place,
it was through the International Diplomat
Magazine that I was able to familiarize
myself with the diplomatic community here
and understand a lot of things. I personally
educated myself through copies of the
diplomat magazine, as the comprehensive
images and interesting articles provide an
excellent source of information. I wish the
magazine and its editor, Mr. Javed Malik
continued success.
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australia

H.E Pablo Kang, The Australian Ambassador welcomes the Guests

H.E Bob Car, The Foreign Minister of Australia

Australian Foreign Minister
visits the UAE
The Australian Ambassador to the UAE H.E Pablo Kang hosted a reception to welcome the Australian Minister
for Foreign Affairs H.E Bob Carr who was in the UAE on an official visit to hold high level discussions with
is UAE Counterpart and other senior officials. The event was graced by H.E Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi, UAE
Minister for Foreign Trade and other senior officials from both countries.
More images of this event are on our website:
www.thediplomatmagazine.com
If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

Phil Warwick & Ron wanagan
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Jeremy Birt & Paul Robilliard

Lee Roberts & Shaun parsons

Deborah Hindmarsh & Australian diplomats

Andrea Skymng, Steve Murphy & Michelle Sabti
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Special Coverage of OIC Summit
Makkah 2012
HM King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, the custodian of the two holy mosques hosted an extraordinary
Summit of the Organization of Islamic Nations (OIC) in Makkah during the holy month of Ramadan. The Summit
was attended by Kings, Presidents and Prime Ministers who led delegations from their respective countries. This
extraordinary summit of the Muslim Leaders is being seen as a significant event in on the international diplomacy
calendar.
More images of this event are on our website:
www.thediplomatmagazine.com
If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia receives HM King of Bahrain at the OIC Summit

HM King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia welcomes the President of Iran Mahmood Ahmedinejad
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HM King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia receives the President of Egypt Mohammed Morsi
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NAM Summit 2012

Lasting Peace Through Global Governance
World Leaders resolve to work together for lasting Peace.

As Iran hosted secretary general of the United Nations, 29 Heads of State, Seven Heads of
Government, Several Vice-Presidents & Special Envoys & Foreign Ministers from Asia, Africa,
the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Europe at the Non Aligned Movement
(NAM) summit held in Tehran, the International Diplomat brings you special coverage of the
landmark event that surprised many western observers.
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The eyes of the world remained focused
on the 16th Summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) that was held in
Tehran between 26th to 31st August
2012. This was not only not only because
it was being held in Iran, but also because
despite the opposition from certain western
capitals a large number of world leaders
representing over 120 countries took an
active part in the session making it one of
the most successful NAM summits of all
time.
Held under the theme “Lasting Peace
through Joint Global Governance”, it
provided an important platform for member
states to discuss prevailing regional and
international developments and debate the
various issues that were of significance on
the global calendar. The NAM movement
has traditionally been an active supporter of
the Palestinian cause and one of the issues
on the agenda that attracted animated
speeches was the issue of Israel’s recent
prevention of the NAM Committee on
Palestine to meet in Ramallah. Other issues
such as the situation in the Arab world,
particularly Syria, as well as the reform of
the United Nations, including reforms in
Security Council and the General Assembly
were also topping the global discussions
that attracted international participation
from representatives of the member states.
Member States also got a chance to

review current common challenges faced
by them including the financial crises,
sustainable economic development, peace
and security, human rights, democracy and
rule of law, climate change, and meeting the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
Apart from the significance of topics
under discussion, the fact that the 51 year
old NAM Summit was taking place in Iran
was also an issue that attracted significant
attention, as it provided an international
diplomatic platform to Iran to present itself
on the global stage. This was a welcome
opportunity for Iran, especially because it
is a country that has been kept in prolonged
diplomatic isolation for a number of years
and has been slapped with various sanctions
that prevent it from playing an active
global role. Therefore, despite of invoking
controversies, NAM also became the first
international conference to be hosted by
Iran in over 30 years.
Many western observers, especially
in United States and Israel have voiced
concern of providing such an important
opportunity to Iran and give it a voice
in discussions to decide on vital issues
like deteriorating Syrian crisis and the
unresolved controversy over its own
suspected nuclear weapons program. They
fear that Iran will succeeded in scaling the
isolationist wall which the UN Security
Council, the European Union, the United

States, Australia, Canada, India, Israel,
Japan, South Korea and Switzerland have
sought to build around the Republic since
its revolution in 1979. Comparatively, Iran
considered it as its feat to have been able
to bring in UN Secretary-General Ban KiMoon, 29 Heads of State, Seven Heads of
Government, nine Vice-Presidents, several
Special Envoys, and so many Foreign
Ministers from Asia, Africa, the Middle
East, Latin America and the Caribbean,
and Europe to the two-day summit amidst
opposition and criticism from West.
The leaders of the member states of the
non aligned movement (NAM) took an
active part in the summit in an effort to
preserve the decorum of the movement and
show their commitment to the objectives
of Non Alignment that were born in the
1940s and remain relevant even today. It
sent a powerful message to the world that
particularly to nation states that aligned
yourself to a superpower or a power bloc
was not the only option and that states can
equally pursue their international goals
and maintain and pursue successful foreign
policy independently and without the
need of aligning themselves with a super
power. All the member states reiterated
the philosophy Non alignment and agreed
to work in line with the vision of their
founding fathers of the movement and in
light of its charter.
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A war of words can quickly spiral into a war of
violence. Bluster can so easily become bloodshed. Now is the
time for all the leaders to use their voices to lower, not raise,
tensions .
Ban Ki Moon, UN Secretary General
As was expected Iranian President,
Mahmoud Ahmedinejad in his speech
was critical of the United States and its
policies. However UN Secretary General
was quick to restore some balance when
during his impassioned speech he stated,
“A war of words can quickly spiral into
a war of violence. Bluster can so easily

become bloodshed. Now is the time for all
the leaders to use their voices to lower, not
raise, tensions”. According to reports in his
meeting with Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and Iran’s Supreme leader
Ayatollah Khamenei before the Summit,
the UN Secretary General also expressed
concerns about Iran to play a role in ending
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tensions and take concrete steps to prove
Iran’s nuclear pans were peaceful. In his
speech Ayatollah Khamenei asserted said
that Iran is pursuing attainment of peaceful
Nuclear Energy and is against acquisition of
any kind of Weapons of Mass Destruction.
During the Summit, Egyptian President
Mohamed Morsi who was paying his first

visit handed over the NAM chairmanship
from Egypt to Iran. But against the
wishes of Iran, he prompted a walkout by
the Syrian delegation when he expressed
strong support for the rebels trying to oust
the Assad government in Damascus. He
pronounced that many countries, including
Russia, China and even Iran would like

to see the Syrian people resolve their
own problems themselves, without any
intervention from any external parties. He
asserted that members should remember
five principles on which NAM was
founded i.e. mutual respect for each other’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty, mutual
non-aggression, mutual non-interference
in domestic affairs, equality and mutual
benefit, and peaceful coexistence.
Morsi’s attendance and statements at the
Summit were given due importance as since
Morsi’s coming to power, Western and Gulf
quarters were keenly observing how the
foreign policy of the new government will
change on Syria and the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. In this regard, the directions of
Egypt’s ties with Iran hold significance
as they would influence and determine the
future of both conflicts.
With the efforts of Members, NAM
ended with the adoption of the Final
Outcome Document that focused on three
major areas i.e. global governance issues,
including the review of the international
situation; regional and sub-regional issues
in the Middle East, Africa, Latin America
and the Caribbean; and development, social
and human rights issues.
The document also reiterated NAM’s
adherence to its original five principles;
condemned the increasing tendency of
certain states to resort to unilateralism
and to unilaterally imposed measures,
and the non-fulfillment of commitments
and obligations assumed under relevant
international legally binding instruments,
especially on weapons of mass destruction,
and conventional weapons; called for
total nuclear disarmament but supported
the right of states to the peaceful use of
nuclear energy; and supported the creation
of a Palestinian state.
The responsibility with which members
dealt with crisis situation during NAM
summit is appreciable. With their rich
expertise in diplomatic affairs, they upheld
the objective of the Summit that it is created
for nations, reiterating that it not allied
to any major power bloc and is a vehicle
to advance the interests of developing
nations in an independent manner. This
Summit provided non aligned nations with
an opportunity to present their views on
prevailing global situation and raise the
issues that concern them regionally as well
as on an international scale.
The Conference ended on a positive note
with a resolve among the member states to
continue their policies of non alignment by
pursuing their independent foreign policies.
They resolved to work together towards
building lasting peace and uphold the
traditions of justice, equality and respect
for human rights.

What is the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) ?
Non-Aligned Movement is the name
given to a movement of nations that
aimed to maintain their neutrality
towards super powers. During the Cold
War, between the USSR and Eastern
Europe on the one hand and the USA
and Western Europe on the other, the
world split into two camps. However,
during the 1960s a third camp, the nonaligned movement emerged. Made up of
countries that had gained independence
from the European empires in the period
after World War II, the movement tried
to act as a stabilizing force between
the two superpower blocs, as well as
giving its members a more powerful
voice through unity, and a policy of
nonalignment. The movement grew out
of the Bandung Conference in 1955 and
its members included developing nations

from Asia, Africa, and Latin America
that embrace more than half the world’s
people, include true neutrals and many
nations that were in fact aligned with one
of the superpowers during the cold war.
With the end of the Cold War, the
chief issues promoted by the movement
have been international action against
poverty, environmental destruction,
nuclear testing, and drug-trafficking.
The eleventh conference, held in
October 1995 at Cartagena, Columbia,
was attended by delegates and heads
of state from 113 developing countries,
including the South African president
Nelson Mandela, the Cuban president
Fidel Castro, and the leader of the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
Yassir Arafat. The 120 member nations
meet regularly to discuss their common

interests.
The member states of the NonAligned Movement represent nearly twothirds of the United Nations’s members
and contain 55% of the world population.
Membership is particularly concentrated
in countries considered to be developing
or part of the Third World.
Five Principles
of Non-Aligned
Movement
The five principles which form the basis of
the NAM movement are :
• Mutual respect for each other’s territorial
integrity and sovereignty
• Mutual non-aggression
• Mutual non-interference in domestic
affairs
• Equality and mutual benefit
• Peaceful co-existence
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Sports Diplomacy

Greatest Show on Earth London
Olympics 2012
DIPLOMAT March 2012   P-26

The Olympics represent a philosophy that believes in bringing people together by way of healthy
competition among the nations, as opposed to indulging in war. The International Diplomat reviews
the London Olympics 2012.
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and a total of 39 disciplines. The United
States topped the medals table with 46
golds, eight ahead of China, while Britain
had 29. London Games also had the honor
to become the first Games where every
team had at least one female athlete. At
the end of competitive London Olympic
Games 2012, 302 Olympic titles were
handed out. Approximately 4,700 Olympic
and Paralympic medals have been produced
by the Royal Mint and were designed by
David Watkins.
This year 46 world records were broken.
The largest numbers of records were set
in swimming (8). Most of the records were
set by China (5), Great Britain (5) and
United States (5). Most celebrated world
record was set by Usain Bolt when more
than seven million of his fans came out to
watch Olympic events, and Bolt’s expected

The 2012 London Summer Olympics,
a major international multi-sport event
governed by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC), took place in London,
United Kingdom from 27 July to 12 August
2012. Following a bid headed by former
Olympic champion, Sebastian Coe and thenMayor of London Ken Livingstone, London
was selected as the host city on 6 July 2005
during the 117th IOC Session in Singapore,
defeating bids from Moscow, New York
City, Madrid and Paris. Though last year
in August 2011, security concerns arose
surrounding the hosting of the Olympic
Games in London due to the 2011 England
riots with a few countries expressing fear
over the safety of the Games. But then
with the tremendous efforts of London
Organizing Committee of the Olympic
Games (LOCOG) and security assurances
from International Olympic Committee
London in March 2012 was declared as
ready to host the world in Olympics.
The preparation for the London
Olympics was started with an original
budget spending estimated to be of £2.4
billion, but in 2007 Tessa Jowell announced
to the House of Commons revised figures
of the Games budget that increased almost
fourfold to about £9.3 billion. 500 days
before the Games, a countdown clock
in Trafalgar Square was unveiled that
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began with lighting of the Olympic flame
ceremony held in Olympia, Greece. As the
Olympic flame arrived on 18th May 2012
from Greece, the Olympics torch relay was
carried out from 19 May to 27 July 2012.
On July, 27 London Olympics formally
commenced with an opening ceremony
called “Isles of Wonder”, directed by Danny
Boyle, an Oscar-winner along with the duo
music directors Rick Smith and Karl Hyde
of Underworld.
A short comic film starring Daniel
Craig as secret agent James Bond and the
Queen as herself was screened during the
ceremony at the beginning after which
Queen Elizabeth II officially declared
Olympic Games as opened accompanied by
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
Live musical performances were then
given by Frank Turner, Mike Oldfield,
London Symphony Orchestra (accompanied
by Rowan Atkinson), Dizzee Rascal, Arctic
Monkeys and Sir Paul McCartney, who
performed the song “Hey Jude” at the
end of the ceremony. This year around
10,500 athletes from 204 National Olympic
Committees (NOCs) took part, surpassing
the 1948 Summer Olympics in London
and the 2002 Commonwealth Games in
Manchester as the largest multi-sport event
ever to be held in the United Kingdom. The
2012 Summer Olympic featured 26 sports

200m win generated a record 80,000 tweets
a minute. After 16 days of suspense,
excitement and height of sport craze, the
sporting festival came to a close on August
12, 2012 with a blaze of music and color
that electrified the host nation and was
watched by billions around the world.
Olympics President Jacques Rogge praised
the Games as “happy and glorious” before
the sporting spectacular was brought to a
close in a three-hour ceremony rounded out
with a performance from British rock band
The Who. The Spice Girls, George Michael,
Brazilian football legend Pele and a cast of
more than 4,000 entertained a packed crowd
of 80,000 at Olympic Stadium, the focal
point of Games which has borne witness to
an extraordinary fortnight. The ceremony
also saw the handover of the Olympic flag
to the Mayor of Rio de Janeiro, a symbolic

transfer which launches the four-year
countdown to the 2016 Games to be held in
the Brazilian city. Record-breaking sprinter
Usain Bolt and swimmer Michael Phelps
lit up Olympic Park, a former industrial
site, and Jessica Ennis led an unexpectedly
high number of British champions who
kept fans’ excitement at fever-pitch. The
Games received worldwide commendation
for their organization, with the volunteers,
the British military, and public enthusiasm
praised particularly highly. Prime Minister
David Cameron received congratulations
from US President Barack Obama, who
called him to praise the organization and
the performance of the British team. After
a Greatest Sport Show on Earth organized
by London, sport fans have pinned their
hopes to have even a greater show again at
Rio De Janeiro in 2016.

The Olympic Creed
The creed, or guiding principle, of the
modern Olympic Games is a quote by
Baron de Coubertin: “The most important
thing in the Olympic Games is not to
win but to take part, just as the most
important thing in life is not the triumph
but the struggle. The essential thing is
not to have conquered but to have fought
well.” The Olympic Motto
The Olympic motto consists of the
Latin words Citius, Altius, Fortius, which
means “Swifter, Higher, Stronger.” The
motto, introduced in 1924, is meant to
spur the athletes to embrace the Olympic
spirit and perform to the best of their
abilities.

The Olympic Movement

The Olympic Movement is a
philosophy created and promoted by the
International Olympic Committee. This
philosophy advocates using sport not just
as a physical activity but also as a means
of educating people, building friendships
and bringing them together. According to
this philosophy, the good sportsmanship,
sense of fair play, and respect for fellow
athletes that is developed through
participation in sports teaches men and
women of different races, religions, and
nationalities to work
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Chairman Danube Group

Dr. Perviz Afshar

Director General Iranian Hospital Dubai
Iranian Hospital stands in the
heart of Dubai as a symbol of
friendship between the people
of UAE and people of Iran.
International Diplomat talked
exclusively to the Director
General of the Iranian Hospital
to understand how the idea
came about and what plans do
they have for the future.

Interview

The Diplomat: When was Iranian
Hospital opened in UAE, and what led to
the establishment of an Iranian hospital
in this country?
Dr. Perviz Afshar:  First of all I would like
to thank you for giving us the opportunity
to communicate with your valuable readers.
I am pleased to share with you that even
before the establishment of Iranian hospital
in Dubai, the Iranian government was
providing healthcare services to this region
and many other gulf countries through the
Red Crescent Medical teams and doctors,
physicians and other healthcare professionals
used to visit this region by ship to treat the
people who needed medical care. So we have a
long history of providing healthcare facilities
behind us. However, when the Federation of
the United Arab Emirates was formed, the
Ruler of Dubai and the Vice President of
UAE, His Highness Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed
Al Maktoum donated us with a piece of land
in the heart of Jumeirah to establish a hospital
and that is how the first hospital in Dubai was
established. Iranian hospital is not only the
first hospital in Dubai but also one of the first
hospitals in the country.
The Diplomat: You are a private
hospital, how is your hospital managed
and funded?
Dr. Perviz Afshar: Our hospital is directed
by Iranian Red Crescent Society and we are
guided by the basic values of the Red Crescent
Society. We are a non for profit organization
and all our income is invested for running
hospital operations, quality improvement and
extension of services.
Due to this approach we are able to reduce
the cost of our services to a fifth of normal
private healthcare providers in the region
while we offer best quality care.   
Although the fees at Iranian hospital are
very low but for those who cannot afford,
as well as in urgent situations, the hospital
tries to provide its services without any fee.
We are also supported by the Iranian Red
Crescent Society and many other charity
and governmental organizations in Dubai
and UAE.   Also with reference to the new
extension, a substantial amount of funding
has been provided through a joint effort by
the Iranian Red Crescent society and the
parliament of Iran.
This enables us to serve patients from more
than 180 nationalities from around the world
and in doing so serve the humanity.
The Diplomat:
Tell us about the
services that you offer and do you have
only one hospital or other units around
the UAE ?
Dr. Perviz Afshar: At the moment
Iranian hospital has its main building on AlWasl road and a polyclinic which is located
nearby. We also have a satellite clinic that is
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located in Al-Qouz area which is named Safa
Clinic.  This is a general primary care clinic
but recently we have expanded it to a fully
serviced polyclinic that provides secondary
specialty healthcare services. At the moment
patients can benefit from services by seven
specialist physicians in fields of Gynecology,
General surgery, Internal Medicine, ENT,
General physician services, Dentistry plus
other services like Pharmacy, Laboratory
and Radiology. Iranian Hospital is one of the
busiest hospitals in Dubai, and according to
the figures by Dubai health’s authority in 2009
about one third of all outpatient visits in Dubai
were dealt with by the Iranian Hospital. We
accommodate more than 2000-2500 patients
daily in different clinics. With reference to
inpatient services, we had 150 beds before but
we are expanding our facilities and we have
also introduced VIP Suites. Currently we
have about 120 full time physicians working
in our hospital and we also have a number of
specialist doctors who work with us as guest

Pulmonology, Pediatric, General surgery,
Laparoscopic surgery,   Urology, Pediatric
Urology,
Cardiology
and
Cardiac
Interventions, ENT, Cochlear transplant,
Ophthalmology,
Corneal
Transplant,
Dermatology, Neurosurgeon, Neurosurgery
and Neurology center, Psychiatry, Psychology,
General Dentistry and Dentistry Specialties
in different field such as Orthodontics, Endo,
Pediatric and Maxillofacial surgery and etc.
We also provide a wide range of subspecialty
services including Obstetrics and Gynecology
Oncology, Corneal transplantation, Anterior
segment and Posterior Segment care in the eye,
Orthopedic surgery, Knee transplantation,
Hip transplantation, Shoulder care; Neurolab subspecialty services with EMG / NCV /
EEG. All imaging and diagnostic technologies
are provided here to have one of the best
diagnostic centers in the region.

physicians from Iran and other countries
around the world including UK, United
States and many European countries.

Dr. Perviz Afshar: Our hospital always
appears very busy and we continue to work
towards improving and expanding out
services and therefore we have been building a
new extension which is almost 75% complete.  
This will add another 32000 square meters
building area and 220 more beds which we
intend to open within the next year.

The Diplomat: Do you have any
international accreditations ?
Dr. Perviz Afshar: Yes, we are always
striving to meet international standards
and we have received Accreditation Canada
International (ACI) certificate and currently
we are running Qmentum program of ACI
as our second cycle of accreditation process.
Our efforts were also appreciated by His
Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mohammed
Al Maktoum, the Crown Prince of Dubai, for
achieving the international accreditation.
The Diplomat: What are the main
areas of your Specialties?
Dr. Perviz Afshar: We have specialists
in Internal medicine, Endocrinology,

The Diplomat: Do you have any
expansion plans?

The Diplomat: How has been your
working
relationship
with
other
organizations in your filed?
Dr. Perviz Afshar : We enjoy a wonderful
relationship with our host country and the
authorities that have been supporting all
our efforts.   It is due to the cooperation of
the people and the government of the UAE
that it has become possible for us to run this
hospital for so long and their support has
been one of the main reasons for our success.
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Special news

Bill Clinton supports Obama’s Presidential Bid
(Charlotte, USA) Bill Clinton formally nominated Barack Obama as the Democratic Party’s presidential candidate for the
upcoming elections. Making the announcement, Clinton said, “I want Barack Obama to be the next president of the United
States and I proudly nominate him to the standard bearer of the Democratic Party. I want a man who believes with no doubt
that we can build a new American Dream economy”. This is being seen as an important boost for Obama’s Presidential bid
who has been facing increasing challenge from the rising popularity of from Republican candidate Mitt Romney
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