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Dear Readers.
Let me start by thanking all of  our readers, who have 

written and called us to congratulate us and express their 
support for the magazine. I am especially grateful to the 
diplomatic community in the UAE and the Business 
Councils who have been coming forward with their 
encouragement and advice. This is your magazine and we 
are guided by your suggestions.  

From this month onwards our Diplomatic News Section 
will be more elaborate and this trend will continue to grow 
as we continue to bring you more elaborate snapshot of  the 

news and current affairs from home and abroad with a focus on diplomacy.
The Coverage of  National Days remains the highlight of  our photo-pages 

with some impressive events taking place in Abu Dhabi and Dubai. This month 
we will also introduce you to the Ambassadors of  Iran and Russia as well as the 
Consul General of  Sri Lanka.  Our business section is continuing to grow as we 
showcase the Business Councils that are working so wonderfully to make their 
own contribution to diplomacy, this month you will meet with the President of  the 
Swiss Business Council. Highlighting the success stories of  UAE has always been 
our focus and one such wonderful success story has been Jumeirah Group, and this 
month we introduce you to the Executive Chairman of  Jumeriah Group.

We hope that you enjoy this month’s issue and I look forward to your continued 
feedback. 
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Diplomatic News NEwS THIS MoNTH

Ambassadors Meet the President 

USA – UAE 

President Receives Credentials of Ambassadors 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Meets US Secretary of Defence

Abu Dhabi: March 26th  
President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
received Ambassadors and 
Envoys at Mushrif Palace 
where the newly appointed 
diplomats presented their 
credentials to officially mark 
the start of their tenure in 
UAE.  The Ambassadors that 
presented their credentials to 
the President included Mexico, 
Cyprus and China, as well as 
non resident Ambassadors of 
Zimbabwe, Latvia, Georgia, 
Cambodia , Vatican and 
Malta, as well as the head of 
European Commission. On the 
occasion the newly assigned 
diplomats were accorded a 

warm welcome. Speaking on the 
occasion His Highness affirmed UAE’s keenness to build friendship and cooperation with all 
countries of the world and to further expand the economic, cultural and tourist relations.  He 
expressed his best wishes for the ambassadors in their new assignments to bolster the relations 
with the UAE.  Sheikh Khalifa conveyed the greetings to presidents of these countries, wishing 
good luck to the new envoys to develop relations with the UAE in all fields.

world Peace

Prime Minister To Host 
World Peace Convention

Dubai:  Under the patronage of H.H. 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai, the Dubai International 
Peace Convention (DIPC) initiative was 
announced. Tolerance and security were the 
words of the hour being announced on the 
convention that will be held at the Dubai 
World Trade Centre from April 12 until 
14.  The Convention will be attended by 
leading personalities from different parts of 
the world and the idea would be to promote 
peace and tolerance among people. Leading 
scholars from the Muslim World will also 
speak on the occasion

Abu Dhabi:  HH General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces received U.S. Defence 
Secretary, Leon Panetta and his accompanying delegation at the Emirates Palace. Both 
leaders discussed the bilateral defense relationship between both countries, and reviewed the 
progressive ties of friendship between U.S. and UAE. During their discussion the regional 
situation also came under discussion and both leaders agreed to further expand the scope of 
relations as well as discussed other matters of mutual interest
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NEwS THIS MoNTH

world Economy

SyRIA 

World Economy In Path To Recovery Says IMF Chief 

Gulf States To Close 
Embassies In Syria

Beijing: IMF chief, Christine Lagarde has said that measures 
taken to fight financial woes in Europe and the US have started to 
pay off, in a cautiously upbeat assessment of the global economy.

Lagarde is attending a high profile forum on China’s development 
and will hold meetings with her economic counterparts. 
Addressing the forum Lagarde said, “Even just a few months ago, 
the situation was decidedly gloomy. Yet, today, we are seeing signs 
of stabilization; signs that policy actions are paying off. Financial-
market conditions are more comfortable and recent economic 
indicators are beginning to look a little more upbeat, including in 
the United States”. Lagarde hailed policy actions taken particularly 
by the European Central Bank and some European countries had 
helped stabilise the overall situation. The looming threat of a Greek 
default receded after most of the country’s private creditors agreed 
to a bond swap that will see them accept huge losses and wipe some 
100 billion euros ($132 billion) off Athens’ debt.

(Riyadh) – All six Arab Gulf states will close their 
embassies in Syria to protest year-long crackdown in the 
country, said Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) head 
Abdullatif al-Zayani. Zayani asked the international 
community to “act urgently and decisively to stop the 
killings and massacres in Syria as well as the gross violations 
of the dignity and legitimate rights of the Syrians.” Before 
this collective decision, two GCC countries Saudi Arabia 
and Bahrain announced the closure of their missions in 
Damascus. The other five partner states in the council have 
done the same to show solidarity with the member states 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

Uk – UAE 

7th Session of UK – UAE Task Force 
London:  The seventh meeting of the UAE- UK Taskforce took place at 

the Foreign and Commonwealth in London. The meeting was hosted by 
Alistair Burt MP, Minister for the Middle East and South Asia and the UAE 
delegation was led by H.E. Dr Anwar Gargash, the UAE’s Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs.

The meeting was also attended by UK Minister of State for International 
Development, Alan Duncan and the UAE delegation comprising of H.E. Dr. 
Saeed Al Shamsi, Assistant Secretary for International Organisation Affairs 
and Special Envoy for Afghanistan and Pakistan, H.E. Faris Al Mazroui, 
Assistant Minister for security affairs, military, H.E. Abdul Rahman Ghanem 
Al Mutaiwee, UAE Ambassador to the United Kingdom, H.E. Lana Nusseibeh, 
Director of Policy Planning, and H.E. Saud Al Shamsi, responsible for United 
Kingdom unit at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The Taskforce noted the 

close cooperation between the UK and UAE on the London Conference on Somalia and discussed number of areas for cooperation including 
the launch of the new Global Counter Terrorism Forum Countering Violent Extremism Working Group.  Ministers also discussed how to 
develop the bilateral relations and partnership in education, trade and investment, and energy.
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DIPloMaTIc NEwS

ARt DUBAI

Duba: Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President of the Art Dubai was held 
between March 21-24 in which 75 galleries from 32 countries 
showcased their art works, paintings, sculptures, installations 
and videos. More than 500 artists took part in the event.  Art 
Dubai 2012 featured non-commercial projects and programmes 
highlighting emerging and established talent from the Middle East, 

South Asia and beyond, including specially commissioned projects. 
Commenting on the event, Antonia Carver, Fair Director Art Dubai 
said, “Art Dubai is a testament to the increased maturity, depth and 
breadth of the Middle East’s contemporary art landscape, with 
participants and guests from the four corners of the globe coming 
to join in the discussion around making, acquiring, understanding 
and enjoying contemporary art”.

More Than 500 Artists Takes Part ART Dubai
Image Courtesy Khaleej Times.

International World Nuclear Summit 2012 in underway in Seoul 
The second World Nuclear Summit 2012 is being held in South Korea following the first 

session which was hosted two years ago by US President Barack Obama with the goal of 
securing vulnerable nuclear material by 2014.  President Obama first outlined plans for 
the summit in a 2009 speech citing the threat of nuclear terrorism _ terror acts using a 
nuclear blast or the spread of radiation _ as the most serious threat to global security. This 
time the Summit is being hosted by South Korean President President Lee Myung-bak. It is 
expected that more than sixty countries would attend the summit in which various heads of 
states and heads of government would take part. Nuclear Summit is designed to strengthen 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) with the resources and authorities it 
needs to meet its responsibilities as well as to take specific and concrete actions to secure 
the nuclear materials and to prevent illicit trafficking and smuggling. Nuclear Summit is 
seen in the context of President Obama’s vision for a world without nuclear weapons and 
nuclear terrorism threats which he declared in April, 2009, during a speech in Prague The 
US held the first Nuclear Security Summit in Washington in 2010.    
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NEwS THIS MoNTH

US Preisdent warns 
North Korea

UAE football team makes 
it to Olympics

USA – kOREA UAE Sports

(Seoul) – US President, Barack Obama has warned North Korea 
against test launch of a long-range missile which Pyongyang says will 
put a satellite in orbit. Speaking with South Korean President, Lee 
Myung-bak ahead of global nuclear security talks Obama said that 
North Korea will “achieve nothing by threats or by provocations”.  The 
two leaders said North Korea risked further sanctions and isolation if it 
did not cancel its launch plans.  “North Korea knows its obligations and 
it must take irreversible steps to meet those obligations,” said Obama, 
adding that Washington and Seoul were “absolutely united” on the 
issue. Mr Lee said he and his US counterpart had “agreed to respond 
sternly to any provocations and threats by the North and to continually 
enhance the firm South Korea-US defence readiness”.

Dubai: The UAE Olympic Football Team made its way to Olympics 
by beating the Uzbek team in the final six round of the second Asian 
group. President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan on 
this occasion greeted the UAE Olympic Football Team, the coach and 
technical staff on qualifying for the London Olympic Games 2012. While 
lauding the historic achievement attained by the UAE football team 
Sheikh Khalifa said, “We are confident that this feat will further motivate 
you to score more victories in the London Olympic competitions in 
summer. The victory is part of the victories being scored by our teams in 
different sports and competitions”.
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On March 8th, each year, the world comes 
together to celebrate International Women’s 
Day, a date designated by the United 
Nations (UN). International Women’s Day 
is also a time to recognize and celebrate the 
economic, political and social achievements 
of women, whilst bringing to light the 
injustices and inequalities many women 
still face across the globe. Originally dubbed 
“International Working Women’s Day”, the 
celebratory date began as a political event in 
Eastern Europe calling for gender equality 
and human rights. Over the years the day has 
evolved and now sees women from all walks 
of life join together to challenge injustices, 
overcome prejudice and break through 
barriers, all in the pursuit of equality. 

History
The first International Women’s Day was 

held on February 28th 1909, in the United 
States, instigated by the Socialist Party of 
America.  In 1910, a Socialist International 

Meeting in Copenhagen officially established 
an International Women’s Day, inaugurating 
an international movement to achieve 
women’s rights and suffrage, which was 
supported by the 100 delegates that attended 
the meeting. The aim was to create clear 
strategies and schemes that would benefit all 
women. The following year, the first official 
International Women’s Day was celebrated. 
Rallies were held in Austria, Denmark, 
Germany and Switzerland (attended by both 
men and women) demanding women’s right 
to vote, to work and to hold public office. 

Across the rest of the world, International 
Women’s Day slowly gained popularity and 
by the late 1970’s, was receiving widespread 
support. The UN asked member states to 
nominate March 8th as the UN Day for 
Women’s Rights and World Peace. Today, 
International Women’s Day continues to 
provide a powerful opportunity to unite 
and mobilise women for positive change. 
It has made great headway in eliminating 

the inequality and discrimination that only 
serves to weaken societies.

Today women around the world are 
playing a vital role in a variety of fields 
this includes, Presidents, Prime Ministers, 
Academics, Artists, Writers, Pilots, Doctors, 
key professions in which they may valuable 
contribution and play an equal role alongside 
their male colleagues. 

Role of Women in the UAE
The role of women in the UAE has advanced 

greatly in recent years, making the country a 
leader for women’s rights in the Arab world. 
This year the UAE celebrated International 
Women’s Day just like it is done every year 
and the special conference was held in Abu 
Dhabi in which distinguished women from 
around the world took part. Women in 
the region have been empowered with the 
support of H.H., the late Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan and under the leadership 
and encouragement of H.H. Sheikha Fatima 

INTErNaTIoNal woMEN’S Day

Recognizing and Celebrating 
Women’s Achievements

Discussion Panel with Noura al Kaabi , Badria Khalfan , Amina Taher and Moza al Otaiba
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SPEcIal FEaTurE

bint Mubarak Al Nahayan ( Mother of the 
Nation) and the Chairwoman of the General 
Women’s Union which was established by 
H.H. Sheikha Fatima to create a gender 
equal society. The General Women’s Union 
aims to achieve balance and openness whilst 
maintaining the traditions of the country. 
In UAE several women hold key positions 
that include CEOs, Business Owners, heads 
of the departments as well as Government 
Ministers and Diplomats.  

In 2011, the UN Development Programme 
report ranked the UAE 25th out of 177 
countries in achieving Gender Empowerment 
Measures. This was a huge achievement 
and the highest rating of any country in the 
Arab world. The UAE has also come a long 
way in creating equality for women. In the 
2008 Women in the United Arab Emirates: A 
Portrait of Progress, it was noted that although 
the country had made significant progress 
“the UAE does not intend to stagnate with 
regards to its women’s empowerment policies 
but rather to continue and develop… The 
UAE intends to establish a new benchmark 
for gender empowerment in the region.”

UAE Women in Politics
Over the years, there has been a steady 

and positive increase of women participating 
in governmental and diplomatic roles in 
the UAE. Nine women currently hold seats 
within the Federal National Council, which 
accounts for over 20 per cent of the seats. In 
addition, there are three female ambassadors 
and a female consul general. 

Along with the rise of women holding 
positions of importance there has also been 
a new focus on the education of women. 
The number of female graduates has been 
increasing and they now make up about 70 
per cent of university graduates. Female 
graduates in the UAE go on to employment in 
the traditionally male-dominated professions 
of government, engineering, science, 
computer technology and law.

The UAE also boasts the largest number 
of businesswomen in the region. At the 
Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange, women 
constitute 43 per cent of investors, no meagre 
figure by anyone’s standards. At the forefront 
of the UAE’s business world is Sheikha Lubna 
bint Khalid bin Sultan al Qasimi, who was 
Minister for Economy and Planning in 2004 
and is now the Minister of Foreign Trade. 
She was the first woman to hold a ministerial 
post in the country and continues to work 
tirelessly to promote trade relations. Sheikha 
Lubna was recognized in Forbes Magazine’s 
list of the 100 Most Powerful Women.  Other 
UAE Ministers that are women include, 
H.E Reem Al Hashimy, H.E H.E Maryam 
Mohammed Khalfan Al Roumi, and H.E Dr. 
Maitha’ Salem Al Shamsi 

The International Committee of the 
Red Cross used the 2010 International 
Women’s Day to draw particular attention 
to the hardship endured by all displaced 
women. With conflicts raging across the 
world, displacement is one of the gravest 
consequences of war and is suffered by 
millions of women. 

2010 International 
Women’s Day

The 100th anniversary of International 
Women’s Day witnessed celebrations 
across the world. US President Barack 
Obama named March 2011 “Women’s 
History Month” and called on everyone 
to reflect upon “the extraordinary 
accomplishments of women” in shaping 
history. The International Committee of 
the Red Cross used the anniversary to 
highlight the need for countries to renew 
their efforts to eliminate rape and sexual 
violence against women.  

2011 International 
Women’s Day

International Women’s Day 2012 focused on the empowerment of women, 
specifically in ending poverty and hunger. Thousands of events were held worldwide. 
British Prime Minister David Cameron used the day to call for the elimination of 
violence against women. 

2012 International Women’s Day

His Highness sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak al Nahayan the stage
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Under the patronage of Her Highness 
Shaikha Fatima bint Mubarak Al Nahayan 
(Mother of the nation) a special conference 
to mark International Women’s day was held 
in Abu Dhabi at the new campus of the Zayed 
University (ZU). The theme of this years 
conference was to teach women on how to 
‘Create a sustainable future for the world”. 
Among other things, the Conference was 
aimed at inspiring and discussing the skills 
and qualities leadership among women.  
The three day event was surely three days to 
remember, you cant help but feel inspired 
listening to all the influential women talking 
about their stories and struggles towards 
creating a better future for themselves as 
well as our next generation.   The on-going 
struggle for women to be able to have a voice 
in society all over the world, to be able to 
see that you are not alone in this battle of 
equality was an eye opener to many young 
women from all parts of the world including 
the women of the UAE.

 
His Highness Shaikh Nahayan bin 

Mubarak al Nahayan, UAE Minister for 
Higher Education and Scientific Research 
was the keynote speaker at the opening 
ceremony, and said “We must help young 
women set their sights so high that they will 
never be able to enclose their aspirations 
under a glass ceiling.”

High profile speakers
After the inspiring speech by Sheikh 

Nahayan, several distinguished women 
leaders also spoke and not only shared their 
journey as a woman but also highlighted 
the role that women can play as leaders in 
general.  The speakers included Hollywood 
actress and environmentalist Sigourney 
Weaver, Her Highness Princess Lolwah al-
Faisal Al Saud as well as Baroness Helena 
Ann Kennedy just to name a few. One of the 
most inspiring speeches was that of Baroness 
Helena Kennedy in which she stated the 
following facts “1.3 billion people in the world 
are poor and of that 70% are women, 2/3 of 
people who aren’t in school are also women”.  
The guests found her speech particularly 
interesting and there was a broad consensus 
among the participants that each of us has a 
role to play in eradication of illiteracy. 

Panel Discussions
The next two days that followed were filled 

with a variety of different workshops, talks 
and panel discussions.  One of the panel 
discussion involved some successful women 
who talked about their journey to the top and 
the challenges that the faced along the way 
in reaching the successful positions that they 
are at in the present. It was a journey through 
which they overcame challenges from 
culture, stereotyping and sexism.  This panel 

included illustrious women leaders including 
the CEO of twofour54 Noura al Kaabi ,  
Amina Taher manager communications at 
Mubadala , Badria Ahmed Khalfan deputy 
director of ADNOC and entrepreneur and 
social activist Moza Saeed al Otaiba.  

Student Interaction 
The workshops that were held in the next 

following two days was a great opportunity 
for people to learn about influential women 
leaders from different parts of the world, 
students got the chance to communicate with 
other students and interact with students 
from all over the world Canada, Kuwait and 
Africa just to name a few.

Discussing sustainability for the future 
of the world was the main theme of the 
conference this year, women were able to 
discuss on ways of sustaining our business 
ideas as well as sustaining the idea of 
preserving our community and becoming 
more environmentally friendly with recycling 
and using other means of energy resources.

The conference was an opportunity of a 
lifetime in which we got to meet with many 
students, leaders and educators from all 
over the world. Developing our knowledge 
as well as social skills was of the main things 
gained from it in not only leadership but 
in topics like politics, business, economics 
and environmentalism.

Women as Global 2012 held in Abu Dhabi

INTErNaTIoNal woMEN’S Day

Mrs. Raja Al Gurg, Managing Director of Easa Saleh Al Gurg Group and President of DBWC, was the keynote speaker on the opening day

H.H Shaikh Nahayan with Robert Geldof

Special report by: Sh. Maitha Bint Maktoum al Maktoum 
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HEaDEr

HRH Princess Ameera Al Taweel Al Saud, 
the wife of HRH Prince Waleed Bin Talal Al 
Saud was in the UAE to launch the Women 
Empowerment Group at an impressive 
ceremony held at the Atlantis Hotel in Dubai. 
The event was held to coincide with the 
International Women’s day. Speaking on the 
occasion, the Princess who is a well known 
Philanthropist and public speaker captivated 
the audience with her “The Future is Yours” 
interactive lecture. Engaging an audience of 

over 100 women, the Princess speaking with 
her customary grace and poise said she was 
“extremely proud to help launch the WE Group 
and to help and enable women to reach their 
potential”. She also encouraged guests to speak 
and offered practical tips on communication

The group was founded by Sahar Al 
Madani, the wife of the Consul General of 
Saudi Arabia in Dubai, as a a non-profit 
organisation, that encourages women of all 
nationalities to realise their true value and 

achieve their goals through empowerment. 
The WE plans to hold a series of monthly 
lectures covering a wide range of subjects. The 
WE will also provide a platform for women 
to network, share knowledge and, as founder 
H.E. Mrs Madani explained: “be an avenue of 
support to provide motivation to women.”

Guests at the gathering included 
several diplomat’s wives, renowned 
businesswomen, local students and ladies 
from a host of countries. 

Her Highness Princess Ameera  and H.E. Sahar al Madani during the event
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H. E. Jamil Ahmed Khan took over as 
the Ambassador of Pakistan to the UAE in 
November 2010. Previously he has held 
various assignments both inside and outside 
Pakistan, and also served in the United 
Nations. In Pakistan he has been a senior 
police officer, and also served in the Pakistan 
Army.  This enabled him to hone various 
transferable skills that pave the way in the 
discharge of his duties as an Ambassador. 

In the UAE, his main functions are 
to promote Pakistan’s national interests 
through diplomatic channels, while working 
closely with the UAE government. He is also 
responsible for evolving strategies for the 
welfare of the Pakistani community residing 
in the UAE.

Strong Historic Relations
Pakistan was the first country to recognize 

the potential of the UAE after its formation in 
1971, a reflection of the strong relations that 
have long existed between the two countries.  
“Pakistan’s relations with the UAE are based 
on historical, traditional and emotional ties. 
Even the forefathers of the people living in 
each country had their relations in trade and 
commerce as well as relations on a personal 
level,” Mr Khan said.  

According to Mr Khan, Pakistan and 
the UAE 

are bound, not only by their geographical 
proximity, but also by a common faith and 
culture. The people from both regions have 
been interacting for centuries and of the 1.2 
million Pakistanis living here, many consider 
the UAE as their second home. Close 
relations also exist between their leaders. 
Pakistan’s President H. E. Asif Ali Zardari is a 
frequent visitor to the UAE and UAE leaders 
often travel to Pakistan. Pakistan Prime 
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani paid an official 
visit to the UAE in 2008.

One example of the regular alliances 
between the two countries was the 10th 
session of the Pakistan-UAE Joint Ministerial 

C o m m i s s i o n 
held in Abu 

Dhabi in 

February 2012. “The Foreign Ministers of 
Pakistan and the UAE, Hina Rabbani Khar 
and Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahayan, 
discussed the excellent relations and agreed 
to further strengthen them in a variety of 
fields,” Mr. Khan said.  

Role of Pakistanis
The historical relations and geographic 

proximity between the two nations have been 
instrumental in attracting a large number 
of Pakistanis to the UAE. For decades, 
Pakistanis have moved to the UAE and today 
are employed as businessmen, professionals, 
skilled and semi-skilled workers, as Mr 
Kahn explains. “Pakistanis are proud to have 
played their role in the development of the 
UAE.”

Mr Khan explained that the active role 
of Pakistanis in the UAE is evident from 
the fact that there are over 5,000 Pakistani 
companies operating here. Pakistan’s 
expatriates are economically active within 
a wide-range of industries, including 
trade, banking and insurance, education, 
IT, telecommunications, infrastructure, 
machinery, construction and real-estate as 
well as in retail, tourism, and hospitality, 
including specialty restaurants.  Pakistani 
companies regularly take part in several 

major international trade exhibitions 
held in Abu Dhabi, Dubai 

Daniella Melikian 

Diplomatically Speaking aMBaSSaDor oF PaKISTaN

H.E. Jamil Ahmed Khan
ambassador of Pakistan
H.E. Jamil Ahmed Khan
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On the occasion of the National Day of Pakistan on March 23, the International Diplomat spoke 
exclusively to H.E. Jamil Ahmed Khan, the Ambassador of Pakistan to the UAE, about the strong relations 
shared between Pakistan and the UAE and how they are have been growing over the years. In addition 
to this historic relationship Pakistanis form the second largest population group in the UAE. Some 1.2 
million Pakistanis that reside in the UAE are playing a key role in its development. 

and Sharjah, while the UAE attends the 
annual Magnificent 7 Trade Exhibition in 
Karachi.  

In addition, Mr Khan states that thousands 
of Pakistanis visit the UAE every year for 
both business and tourism and to meet their 
friends and relatives. Numerous Emiratis 

also visit Pakistan each year.

Investment and Trade
The UAE is a major source of foreign 

investment for Pakistan and leading UAE 
businesses are active in a number of projects 
there, accounting for US$291 million in 

2010-11.  Mr Khan said that the sectors 
offered by Pakistan for foreign investment 
and joint ventures include energy, oil and 
gas, agriculture and agro-based products, 
infrastructure, mining, health, tourism and 
real estate. The Board of Investment, at both 
the federal and provincial levels, supports 
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investments by private sector bodies and by 
commercial Pakistani missions in the UAE.  

The UAE is Pakistan’s second largest 
trading partner. In 2011, total trade 
amounted to $7.6 billion. Of this amount, 
Pakistan exports were $1.8 billion and 
imports were $5.8 billion. “Bilateral trade is 
increasing every year,” Mr Khan added.  

Mr Khan also pointed out that Pakistani 
expatriates make a healthy contribution to 
their home economy through remittances. 
The UAE ranks second after Saudi Arabia 
among countries where the most expat 
Pakistanis live. Remittances from the UAE 
are expected to reach $2.9 billion in 2012. 
“The future of Pakistan-UAE relations is 
very bright and they will move forward from 
strength to strength to ensure the mutual 
interest of the two countries,” Mr Khan 
concluded.

Mr Khan and his family are enjoying their 
stay in the Emirates and when he gets time 
he likes to spend it reading and doing sport. 
An accomplished linguist, Mr Khan speaks 
English, Arabic and Japanese and is also 
fluent in Pakistan’s Urdu, Saraiki, Punjabi, 
Sindhi and Pushto languages.  
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H. E. Tariq Iqbal Soomro
Consul General of Pakistan
H. E. Tariq Iqbal Soomro was appointed Pakistan’s Consul General (for Dubai) in October 2010. This followed his 
previous post as a Consul General in Bradford City, England. Speaking to the International Diplomat, he states, 
“I am here to serve the community. I will do all that is possible under my powers. We can achieve a lot through 
cooperation.”

Mr Soomro has remained true to his 
words, doing his best to benefit the 900,000 

s t r o n g 

Pakistani communities living 
in Dubai, Sharjah and the 
Northern Emirates of Ajman, 
Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al 
Khaimah and Fujairah. “The 
number of Pakistanis in 
business, industry, trading, 
free zones, professional and 
banking sectors is increasing 
although the majority of 
our workforce is in the 
construction sector. They are 
all contributing to the UAE’s 
development,” Mr Soomro 
said.

Mr Soomro recognizes that 
his Consulate’s major aim is 
to generate employment in 
the region.  The Community 
Welfare Wing is in contact 
with promoters looking 
for job opportunities and 
works to provide the right 
employee in coordination 

with the Ministry of Labour 
and Manpower and Ministry of Overseas 
Pakistanis in Pakistan. The 
Wing is also in contact 
with local companies 
and visits their sites 
to see the working 

conditions of 

Pakistanis and to solve their problems, if 
there are any.

According to Mr Soomro, the Commercial 
Counsellor is in contact with businesses and 
importers to promote Pakistani products.  The 
Consulate also facilitates the participation 
of Pakistani companies at trade exhibitions. 
He explains: “More than 1,000 people visit 
the Consulate daily to facilitate passports, 
identity cards and attestation of documents. 
We provide as much many facilities to them 
as possible and the Consular department 
starts work at 7am. We have covered the outer 
waiting area and provided chairs and fans so 
there are no queues outside the Consulate. 
A courier service delivers passports and 
identity cards to the applicant’s address so 
they do not have to visit the Consulate just 
for collection”. 

In addition, a Consulate 
team visits the more distant 
Emirates every week 
to provide as many 
consular services as 
possible to Pakistanis 
living there.
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UAE & PAKISTAN: 
A Dynamic Strategic Partnership

Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates 
enjoy a special bilateral relationship that has 
been growing consistently over the years.  
These relations can be traced back to the 
historical trade routes that have connected 
the people of this region for centuries. 
Furthermore, their close geographical 
proximity, a shared Islamic faith, and their 
similarity of cultures bring them even closer. 
The people of both countries originate from 
the same heritage, believe in the same social 
values and follow the same family traditions.  

Historic Relationship
Upon formation of the Federation of the 

United Arab Emirates in 1971, Pakistan was 
the first country (after Britain) to accord formal 
recognition to the newly-founded state and to 
establish its embassy in Abu Dhabi.  Pakistani 
professionals, workers and businessmen were 
among the first to arrive on its shores, and 
they played a major role in the development 
of key institutions such as the armed forces, 
police, health, education, aviation and 
media.  The first two English newspapers 

were started by Pakistani expatriates, as 
was Emirates Airlines and a host of other 
companies.  Today more than a million 
Pakistanis live, work and do business in the 
UAE. They have made valuable contributions 
towards its development and phenomenal 
growth, while at the same time earning 
valuable foreign exchange for Pakistan. This 
is a classic example of a mutually-rewarding 
partnership between the people and their 
country. Similarly, the UAE has emerged as 
one of Pakistan’s major trading partners, the 

Special by Javed Malik 
Publisher & Editor in Chief

Daniella Melikian 

Mr. Malik with H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed, President of UAE and ruler of Abu Dhabi
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largest in the GCC, and has made substantial 
investments in Pakistan in a variety of fields 
including telecommunications, banking, 
real estate, infrastructure development, 
agriculture and mineral exploration.  Over 
the years this relationship has evolved into 
a wide-ranging strategic partnership that is 
valued and treasured on both sides.  On an 
international level, both countries share a 
similar viewpoint on major world issues, and 
co-operate extensively in the global arena. 

Growing Trade Relations 
Both countries recognize that the real 

strength of their relationship is defined 
by strong business, trade and economic 
cooperation.  I say this because, just as UAE 
companies have invested in Pakistan, at the 
same time many Pakistani-owned businesses 
have established themselves in the UAE. 
While Pakistan imports petroleum products, 
iron ore, plastics, or scrap from the UAE, it 
also exports textiles, silk, wool, rice, fabrics, 
marble, surgical instruments and many 
other products to the UAE.  There is a lot of 
potential to further expand these relations, 
and it was with this in mind that the first 
Pakistan-UAE Business and Investment 
Conference was organized in Dubai last 
year to which the Chief Minister of Punjab 
led a delegation of over 100 businessmen 
to the UAE.   More recently, the UAE Expo 
was organized in Pakistan to which the UAE 
Minister for Foreign Trade led a delegation 
of UAE businessmen.  Both these initiatives 
created abundant networking opportunities 
for businessmen from both countries and 
encouraged greater interaction between the 
business communities. The Pakistan UAE 
Business Conference in Dubai was attended 
by over 500 UAE-based businessmen and 
CEOs. The Punjab Board of Investment 
and Trade floated projects in the region of 
US$5 billion for consideration by UAE-
based companies, and they were received 
very positively. Additionally, MOUs worth 
US$1.3 billion aimed at enhancing trade and 
promoting mutual investment were actually 
signed at the conference.   Recent reports have 
indicated that the trade between Pakistan and 
the UAE is expected to touch US$ 8 billion in 
the coming year.

A Time-Tested Friend 
The UAE has always stood by Pakistan 

in times of need, and was among the first 
countries to respond when the devastating 
floods hit the country last year. Upon 
directives of President Khalifa, the UAE Red 
Crescent initiated large-scale relief, rescue 
and rehabilitation efforts that are still on-
going. Shaikh Khalifa City Balakot and Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Hospital in Muzaffarabad, 
established for the population displaced by 
the 2005 deadly earthquake, are also examples 
of the UAE’s commitment to Pakistan as are 
various other projects that offer assistance. 

Love and Brotherhood 
One of the major factors forming the basis 

of this special relationship is the deep love 
and affection shared between the leaders of 
both countries.  In this context a very special 
role was played by HH Shaikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan Al Nahayan who laid the foundations 
of this relationship and always regarded 
Pakistan as his second home.  His Highness 
is one of the most admired and respected 
personalities in Pakistan where he is regarded 
as a father figure. Several roads, hospitals and 
educational institutions in Pakistan have been 
named after him, and stand as  living proof 
of the love and reverence that the people of 
Pakistan have for Sheikh Zayed. He spent 
many of his vacations in Pakistan at his 
palace in Rahim Yar Khan which was one 
of his favorite abodes. This tradition of love 
and affection for Pakistan has been carried 
through the generations and President Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan is now also a 
frequent visitor to Pakistan, both officially 
and privately. Similarly, the Vice President 
and Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum also visits Pakistan frequently 
and this has been one of the major factors 
allowing  the relationship to reach new heights.  
Officially, bilateral relations  continue to grow 
through the on-going exchange visits by the 
leaders of both countries.  During the last 
official visit to Pakistan by the Vice President, 
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, H.H. 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
major bilateral agreements aimed at further 
expanding the scope of economic and trade 
relations between the two countries were 
signed. This visit was followed by various 
ministerial visits as well as a special visit 
by Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 

Forces, HH General Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahayan. Similarly, both the 
Pakistani President and Prime Minister 
frequently visit the UAE both officially and 
privately and hold regular meetings with their 
UAE counterparts. 

Joint Ministerial Commission 
In February 2012 the Foreign Ministers of 

Pakistan and the UAE held a Joint Ministerial 
Commission.  They agreed to upgrade the 
strategic relationship between both countries 
and further increase the level of cooperation 
in trade, commerce, culture and economy. 
The UAE also agreed to back Pakistan’s 
quest for a free trade agreement with the 
GCC. Earlier, the Interior Ministers of both 
countries also met and signed an agreement 
for prisoner repatriation.  

Phenomenal Growth in the UAE
Over the last two decades, thanks to the 

visionary leadership of its rulers, the UAE has 
seen phenomenal growth. It has positioned 
itself as one of the leading trade centres of the 
world and provides one of the most enabling 
business environments in the region, with 
excellent infrastructure and investor-friendly 
policies.  It boasts high living standards, leisure 
facilities, and un-matched tourist attractions 
that continue to attract entrepreneurs from 
around the globe, including Pakistan.  All 
of this success has been possible due to the 
exemplary partnership between nationals and 
expatriates who have worked collectively to 
realize not only the vision of their leaders but 
in the process have also achieved excellence 
and attained personal success in their chosen 
fields.  Having lived in the UAE over the last 
decade, I feel privileged to have witnessed this 
country’s journey towards greatness.  One also 
has to recognize that expatriate Pakistanis 
have made a humble contribution towards 
this success by supporting their Emirati 
brothers through their work, professionalism 
and expertise.  This not only serves as an 
acknowledgement of the contribution of the 
Pakistani community to the UAE but is also a 
glowing tribute to the visionary leaders of the 
UAE who have made them so welcome here.

 Javed Malik is the Publisher & Editor 
in Chief of The International Diplomat 
and also served as Pakistan’s Ambassdor at 
Large. You can follow him on   www.twitter.
com/JavedMalik
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On the occasion of the National Day of Pakistan on March 23rd, the International Diplomat celebrates the long-standing and special 
friendship between the UAE and Pakistan by speaking to some notable members of Pakistan’s expatriate community in the UAE. 

Diplomatically Speaking PaKISTaN Day SPEcIal 

Pakistani Community Marks 
National Day with Pride

Sadruddin Hashwani
Chairman  - Hashoo Group
As Pakistanis, we always celebrate the 23rd March with great commitment to cherish the memory of that day in 1940 when Muslims of 
the Subcontinent passed the Resolution for an independent State. It was a dream that turned into reality after great sacrifices and we got a 
beautiful Pakistan in 1947.   Today, we are living with freedom and respect. Pakistan is very rich country and Allah Subhan Wa-Tahaala has 
bestowed our country with all the resources it needs. Pakistan’s 180 million people definitely have a very prosperous and bright future for 
their children and for generations to come, Insha-Allah. Pakistan and the UAE have close relations in terms of living together and sharing 
progress and prosperity. 

Javed Malik
Publisher & Editor in Chief  - Diplomat Magazine
Former Ambassador at Large 
As Pakistan celebrates its National day for Pakistanis living in the UAE this is a day of 
dual celebrations.  Along with celebrating Pakistan’s national day they also pay tribute to 
the outstanding relationship that their country of origin shares with their country of their 
residence. Over a million Pakistanis that live, work and do business in the UAE not only 
build a future for themselves, but also work alongside their Emirati brothers to contribute 
towards the growth and progress of the UAE in line with the vision of Sheikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan Al Nahayan and  Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Al Maktoum who laid the foundations 
for this special relationship that continues under the leadership of HH Sheikh Khalifa 

Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, and HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 

Senator Abdul Nabi Bangash
Chairman Bangash Group
On the occasion of Pakistan’s national day I take this opportunity to extend my greetings 
to my countrymen living in UAE who have been working hard to play a supportive role to 
their Emirati brothers. This is a day when we remember our founding fathers who created 
Pakistan on the principles of equality and justice for all and to provide an opportunity to 
its citizens to live a peaceful life. We all have a responsibility towards our nation and play 
a role in building the country on the golden principles of our founding fathers. 

Mr. Iskander Sultan Khawaja
President – Pakistan Business Council 
Pakistan day has a special historic value, it was this day in 1940  when the resolution was  
adopted by the Muslim League on the occasion of its three-day general session on March 
22-24, 1940 which called for the creation of ‘independent states’ for Muslims in British 
India. There are roughly 1.5 million Pakistani living in the UAE, and which makes them 
the 2nd largest expatriate community. Pakistan and UAE have strong friendship since the 
formation of UAE, seeing the above potential in all the areas of trade, industry, tourism, 
investments in Pakistan, I foresee our relations further strengthen to new heights. The 
Governments and people of both countries have a special understanding and love for 
each other.

Mr. Wajahat 
Hussain 
Group 
Executive, 
Senior 
Executive 
Vice 
President
Head of 
United Bank 
Limited 

International
We congratulate Pakistan and its people on 
this, the 72nd anniversary of the day when 
the vision for the country was formally 
announced in Lahore. Pakistan has been 
facing some challenging times in recent 
years, but I am confident that the tenacity 
and resolve of its people, bode well for a 
bright future for the country. United Bank 
Limited (UBL), which was formed 12 years 
after the independence of Pakistan, is the 
country’s 2nd largest commercial bank, 
and has been and will remain a strong 
and reliable partner in Pakistan’s march to 
further progress and prosperity. Pakistanis 
contribute to all facets and segments of the 
UAE economy.  The two countries share 
a very special bond, and have extremely 
close & fraternal relations that were laid by 
one of the greatest visionaries of the 20th 
century, and the founder and President 
of the UAE, Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan, who had a personal affinity 
with Pakistan & Pakistanis. Subsequent 
leadership of both countries has built 
further on this solid foundation, to ensure 
a mutually beneficial & relationship
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Saghir Ahmed Khan 
Senior Vice President - Khaleej Times
We express our best wishes and congratulations to our fellow countrymen. As a 
nation, we have a bright future ahead and we should strictly follow the directives of 
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah namely: Unity, Faith and Discipline to make 
his dreams for an Islamic State come true. The UAE and Pakistan are two brotherly 
Islamic countries and have deep relations on all fronts. Pakistanis are the second 
largest expatriate community in the UAE and have been playing an active role in 
the country’s development.The UAE is a time-tested friend of Pakistan. The UAE’s 
government and companies have been playing a key role in telecommunications, 
banking, energy and real estate sectors of Pakistan. One can foresee a broader 

cooperation between the two brotherly states in the future that will be mutually beneficial for the two nations.  

M. Atif Malik 
CEO & Group Managing Director 
Al Sharq Group of Newspapers, Free Voice Publications & Malik News Agency 
23 March 1940 was a momentous day in our history, as it was on this great that the 
Muslims of the subcontinent passed a resolution in Lahore affirming their desire for a 
separate homeland.  Therefore it was actually on this day that the journey for Pakistan 
began therefore we always attach a lot of importance to this day as it also serves as 
a reminder for the struggles of our founding fathers. Pakistan and UAE share an 
exemplary relationship and the people of both countries are bound together with 
mutual love and a shared Islamic faith. People of Pakistan who live in the UAE feel 
very welcome due to the hospitable and welcoming policies of the UAE rulers and 

work alongside their brothers from the UAE in building of this great country.  Pakistanis regard the UAE as their 
second home and likewise always welcome their brothers and sisters from UAE to Pakistan which is also their 
second home.  We hope and pray that the love and affection between our people and our countries will continue 
to grow in the future.

Shahid Umerani
Chairman -  JAJ Consultants UAE
This day reminds us that with hope and will nothing is impossible. Pakistan is a 
land rich in beauty and blessed with a vibrant population. Peter Orborne describing 
Pakistan once wrote: “Many write of how dangerous Pakistan has become. More 
remarkable, by far, is how safe it remains, thanks to the strength and resilience of 
its people.” Everybody knows we have all the means needed to help rebuild Pakistan 
and give it the status and value it deserves. All that is required is the same belief and 
dedication we had on the 23rd March 1940; to free ourselves from vested interests 
and the fear of failures, and do the necessary, unselfishly.  UAE and Pakistan share a 
cordial fraternal  relationship. Both countries have contributed to the growth of the 

other in a variety of ways and still continue to do so. 

Dr Ikramullah Al Nasir
Chairman  -  Dermacare Medical Center 
First I would like to congratulate all the Pakistani Community in the UAE on the 
Pakistan Day.  In my opinion, this special day can bring about a powerful and unique 
opportunity for all of us to work towards changing some of the negative perceptions 
that are wrongly attributed to us, and create a whole new outlook of our Nation. I 
also believe it is the duty of our well placed and more blessed community members 
in the UAE  to use their position to initiate  more visible and effective social welfare 
efforts  to help their less privileged countrymen living here.  Pakistan and UE share a 
deep-rooted friendship with a unique  emotional bond which ties the people of both 
countries together as one family. 

Aslam Bhatti
Chairman AB 
Film Productions
Entrepreneur, 
Filmmaker 
& Actor
On the occasion of 
Pakistan National 
Day I congratulate 
the people of 

Pakistan and although the last few years have 
been challenging times for our country, but it 
is the  dedication and sincerity of the people 
towards their country who are supporters of 
democracy, especially our youth that keep 
me and our community hopeful of a better 
Pakistan. On this occasion I’d like to elevate 
the spirits of my community members that we 
have to collectively work towards building a 
strong democratic and prosperous Pakistan. 
The Pakistani community has made significant 
contributions in the UAE and has worked hand 
in hand with their Emirati brothers and sisters 
as well as other expatriate communities that 
make the rich social fabric of the UAE. On my 
part being in the entertainment business I have 
worked really hard to promote entertainment 
industry particularly through television and 
film productions, and have launched some of 
my major projects from UAE. 

Salman Iqbal 
President  & 
CEO ARY 
Television 
Network
I would like to 
congratulate our 
entire community 
on this special day. 
We need to keep 

moving forward, united as one, and help in 
building a stronger nation. Using optimism and 
positive thinking as our tools in this journey, we 
should strive to instill and strengthen a sense 
of national pride for one and all. The Pakistani 
community has contributed significantly 
to the UAE in many aspects of society. We 
have played a vital role in the growth and 
development of this country; be it in our hard-
working grassroots labour force; our talented 
executives and professionals; or our business 
and investment groups. Pakistani expats have, 
and will continue to be, an integral part of the 
vibrant cosmopolitan foundations of the UAE. 

april 2012   P-21 www.thediplomatmagazine.com



dominican republic
National Day Events aBu DHaBI - uaE

Yousef Al Mahmoud, Ahmad Al Naemi, Ali Al Zaabi

Patricia Shahla, Rajaa Zneidi, Diana Farhat

Wael, Reema, Hadia and Wael Bseiso

H.E. Clara Martinez-Thedy, Ambassador of Dominican Republic, H.H. Sheikh 
Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research, H.E. Abdulla Moh’d Al Osman, Ambassador of Qatar

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Independence 
Day of Dominican 
Republic
The Embassy of the Dominican Republic in 
the United Arab Emirates celebrated the 168th 
Anniversary of Independence with the opening 
of an exhibition of two national semi precious 
stones, Amber and Larimar titled “Treasures of the 
DominicanRepublic”. The event took place in the 
Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi, under the patronage 
of H.E. Sheikh Nahyan BinMubarak Al Nahyan, 
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research of the UAE. 
Her Excellency Mariam Mohammed Khalfan Al 
Roumi, Minister of Social Affairs was also present 
as the guest of honor, in addition to Ambassadors, 
Headsof Governmental Authorities, Dominicans 
living in the UAE and a select group of guests.
During the event, H.E. Ambassador Clara Martinez 
Thedy de Safa gave a speech thenproceeded to cut 
the ribbon to officially open the exhibition.

Maria Leitao, Wife of Ambassador of Portugal, Alia Amin, Dr. Andrea 
Bencsik Gyuris, Wife of Ambassador of Hungary
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H.E. Clara Martinez-Thedy, Ambassador of 
Dominican Republic During the Speech

Official Lineup

Ahmad Al Mulla H.E. Giorgio Starace, Ambassador of Italy

H.E. Ruben Eduardo Caro, Ambassador of Argentina, Mari Gamarra, 
Jean Paul Tarud K., Ambassador of Chile Adam and Shona Campbell

Khaled Al Nachas, Juanita Bell Derik Rozycki, Elena Nyakanen, Ramy Abbas, Rasha Ghosn
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ireland
National day Events  aBu DHaBI 

Viyada Charanasomboon, Wife of Ambassador of Thailand and 
Valentina Tarud, Wife of Ambassador of Chile

Official Lineup with H.E Dr. Maitha Al-Shamsi, UAE Minister of 
State  and H.E. Ciaran Madden, Ambassador of Ireland

H.E. Ciaran Madden Ambassador of Ireland During the Speech

Diplomats reading Diplomat magazine

Morine and Michael Grant

St. Patrick’s 
Day 
Celebration
The Ambassador of Ireland to the United Arab 
Emirates H.E. Ciaran Madden hosted the St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration in Abu Dhabi. The 
celebration which takes it name from the patron 
Saint of Ireland provided an opportunity to 
various members of the Irish community in UAE 
to meet along with members of the diplomatic and 
business community. UAE Minister of State H.E 
Dr. Maitha Al-Shamsi was present to represent the 
UAE government.

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Karin Lauritsch, Wife of Amb of Austria, Lana Madden, Wife of 
Amb of Ireland and Dr. Maha Radwan, Wife of Amb of Egypt

H.E Gerard Michels Amb of Netherlands with Spouse, H.E. Elkka Pekka 
Simila Amb of Finland with Spouse and Stephan Vanden Auweele

Oraz K Charyyev, Embassy of Turkmenistan and Sharen Kelly, Embassy of Ireland

Ciaran Wilson, Abagael Wilson, Antony Cahilo

Jillian Right, Gronia Keane and Karen Ruan Alice Murphey, Barbra McElvanui and Sinaed Kelleher

H.E. Ephraim M Hlophe Ambassador of Swaziland with Spouse Abu Obeida Abdulrahman Ibrahim Al Wazeer
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National Day Events DuBaI - uaE

National Day of 
Pakistan
The Ambassador of Pakistan H.E Jamil Ahmed 
Khan organized  a reception to mark the National 
Day of Pakistan  in the UAE. Also present on the 
occasion was Dr Ishrat ul Ebad the Governor of 
the Sindh along with large number of Pakistani 
expatriates living in the UAE.  UAE Minister for 
Higher Education and Scientific Research 
H.E Sheikh Nahayan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan also 
graced the occasion as the guest of honor. On the 
occasion Pakistani children dressed in traditional 
costumes received a lot of appreciation from the 
guests. 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Official Lineup with H.H. Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister 
of Higher Education and Scientific Research and H.E. Jameel Ahmad Khan 
Ambassador of Pakistan

Official Lineup with H.H. Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister 
of Higher Education and Scientific Research and H.E. Jameel Ahmad Khan 
Ambassador of Pakistan

H.H. Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research and H.E. Jameel Ahmad Khan Ambassador of 
Pakistan

Official Speech

Abdulrahman Naser Almazrouei, Khaled Abdul Hafeez Children in Pakistan National Costumes
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Maria, Wife of Ambassador of Columbia, Jenny Michels, Wife of Ambassador 
of Netherlands, Dr. Maha Radwan, Wife of Ambassador of Egypt,Sanita Lisica, 
Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Muhammad and Nour Arshad Jan Pathan

Shahla Raza, Anjum Khalid, Najwa Emran

S. Qaiser Anis, John L. Habib

Mr. and Mrs. Qayum Khan, Mr. and Mrs. Tariq Malik

Rahat Shaikh, Naz Hussein, Shazreh Shaikh, Sobia Sultan
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If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Korean Eye 
Exhibition 
The Korean Embassy with H.E. Tae-Kyun Kwon 
Ambassador of Korea in association with Standard 
Chartered Bank as the lead sponsor held an event called 
“Korean Eye” at Fairmont Bab El Bahr Hotel in Abu 
Dhabi. An exhibition called “Energy and Matter” was 
inaugurated where works of 19 contemporary Korean 
artists were presented. Guests from the diplomatic and 
business worlds were present. H.H. Sheikh Nahyan 
Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan honored the event with his 
presence. The opening was accompanied with the 
fine tunes of Haegeum – the Korean traditional string 
instrument resembling a fiddle played by a famous 
performer Park Kyoung Eun.  

Official Lineup with H.H. Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research and H.E. Tae Kyun Kwon, Ambassador of Korea

H.H. Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research and H.E. Tae Kyun Kwon, Ambassador of Korea

Kim Jonak, Kwon Kisoo, Artists Participating in the Exhibition

Magali Horbert, Wife of Ambassador of Venezuela Wendy Lewis, 
Wife of Ambassador of Canada

april 2012   P-28DIPloMaT



PHoTo FEaTurE 

Hyang Hwi Lee, Semi Shin Chi Soon Kwon, Wife of Ambassador of Korea

Oxana Shmilo, Jasim Ahmed

Mona and Mazha Abbad Hoon Hwang, Humaid Al Hammadi

Shog Matroushi, Sama Amro

C J Chong/Danaher, Moon Byung, Korean Embassy
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aBu DHaBI - uaE

National Day of 
Hungry 
The Ambassador of Hungry H.E. Janos Gyuris 
hosted a reception celebrating the Hungarian 
National Day at  Beach Rotana Hotel. Ambassadors 
and diplomats attended the event along with H.E. 
Dr. Abdul Rahim Yousuf Al Awadi, Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Legal Affairs. Several 
members of the Hungarian community living in 
the UAE were also present 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Dr. Andrea Gyuris, Wife of Ambassador of Hungary, Aisha Al Shamsi, 
Wife of Assistant Foreign Minister

Official Lineup

Official Lineup H.E. Janos Gyuris Ambassador of Hungary, During the Speech

National Day Events
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Evgenia Andreev, Wife of Ambassador of Russia, Jana Ludva, Wife of 
Ambassador of Czech Republic, Lena Polurez, Wife of Ambassador of Ukraine

Tarique Anwar, Aliaa Issa, Huda Dawood Representatives of Qatar Airways Mike and Katarina Peers

Adam Fejes, Janos Kvn, Tamas Csillag, Norina Miszori Hungarian 
Students from New York University

H.E. Elpidoforos A Economou Ambassador of Cyprus, Despo Economou, 
Wife of Ambassador of Cyprus
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H.E Vahagn Melikian 
Ambassador of Armenia to the UAE 

Daniel Evans

About Armenia
The International Diplomat: Armenia 

has been part of  the ancient civilizations. 
Did it change its basics with time or has 
it remained the same?

The Ambassador : Being one of  the 
cradles of  civilization, Armenia throughout 
the centuries has faced glory and pain, losing 
and regaining statehood. Despite numerous 
invasions and conquests, Armenians have 
preserved their traditions and spirit through 
difficult historical periods, each of  which 
had its own influence and impact on the 
development of  the Armenian history and 
culture.  In 1991 with the proclamation 
of  independence a new era of  rebirth 

began.  Deep wounds and ruins of  horrible 
earthquake of  1988, energy crisis, two 
hours of  electricity per day in the middle 
of  severely cold winters, blockaded borders, 
unresolved conflict in Nagorno Karabagh, 
inflow of  tens of  thousands refugees, 
impoverished economy, migration. This was 
the sad, desperate picture at a time when 
we should have been celebrating. However 
the Armenian people’s incredible resilience, 
unimaginable will, vigour and strength 
overcame those troubles too. Today, Armenia 
presents itself  to the world as a stable, 
predictable and reliable partner. Serious steps 
have been taken to strengthen Armenia’s 
position and role in nowadays system of 

international relationship. We believed in 
development of  friendly relations, adoption 
of  balanced approach towards the issues 
of  international and global importance, 
Armenia continues to conduct peaceful 
foreign policy actively contributing to the 
strengthening of  international peace and 
security. Armenian music and art, literature 
and poetry, cinema and theatre are always a 
little bit familiar and a little bit exotic. And of 
course, Armenian people, known worldwide 
for their talent, hospitality, generosity, 
honesty, sense of  humour, and undoubtedly 
the powerful will of  survival. 

Historical Overview.
The International Diplomat :  Armenian 

People have a long standing history – 
what would you say are the highlights?

The Ambassador : In 301 Armenia 
became the first nation in the world to adopt 
Christianity as a state religion. It determined 
the entire future course of  Armenian 
history.  One of  the most important events 
in the history of  Armenia happened in 405 
AD, when the new Armenian alphabet was 
created. It solidified unifying factor of  the 
Armenian language for the divided nation. 
The same year the Bible was translated 
anew and re-written in the new alphabet. 
The translation, which contains more words 
than the Hebrew and Greek originals, was 
so perfect that it soon came to be known 
as the “Queen of  Translations”. The new 
alphabet stimulated an unprecedented 
boom in literature and the 5th century was 
later called the “Golden Age of  Armenian 
Literature”. The alphabet was so perfect 
that it has not been changed or reformed 
since 405 AD.  Armenian manuscripts are of 
great historical value, and they have always 
attracted the attention of  researchers and 
scientists around the world. Today, over 
17000 manuscripts in Armenian, Arabic, 
Persian, Indian, Russian, Latin, Greek, 
from all medieval cultures and sciences 
including history, grammar, law, philosophy, 
medicine, cosmography, literature, alchemy, 
astrophysics, religion, mathematics etc. are 
stored in the depository called Matenadaran, 
Institute of  Ancient Manuscripts situated 
in Yerevan, capital of  Armenia. Armenian 

The International Diplomat Spoke to the Ambassador of  Armenia about his eventful tenure in 
UAE and how the relations between both countries have been evolving.
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capital is 2793 years old, 29 years older 
than Rome and is considered as one of  the 
world’s oldest continuously-inhabited cities. 
Armenians, can boast of  a continuous and 
consistent record of  fine textile production 
from the first millennium BC to the present. 
Armenian carpet weaving has passed thirty 
centuries of  diligent practice, starting from 
simple fabrics to pile knotted carpets that 
became luxurious and dainty pieces of  arts.

UAE and Armenia:
The International Diplomat : When did 

the Diplomatic Relations between UAE 
and Armenia Start – and How have they 
evolved over the years?

The Ambassador :  Diplomatic relations 

between the Republic of  Armenia and the 
United Arab Emirates were established on 
June 25, 1998. 

The common history of  Armenian 
and Arab people is full of  friendship and 
cooperation pages, thousands of  examples 
of  rendering helping hand to each other. 
Armenians will never forget generous 
attitude of  the Arab people which, 
undoubtedly, has had its natural reflection on 
the foreign policy of  the newly independent 
Republic of  Armenia. In this context, the 
United Arab Emirates has its steady and 
abiding place and position. And I would like 
to mention here with content, that despite 
the short period of  time, today a serious 
progress has been achieved in the relations 

between the Republic of  Armenia and the 
U.A.E.  In December, 2007, the second official 
visit of  the President of  Armenia heralded a 
new era of  Emirati-Armenian relationship. 
Formidable prerequisites emerge toward 
strengthening relations in the spheres like 
tourism, education, science, agriculture, 
mining, culture and so on. The trade 
turnover between our countries is growing 
year by year, mutual interest of  business 
circles from both countries is significant. 
Renewable energy is another important field 
where there can be mutual interests. 

Armenia was one of  the first countries 
to support Abu Dhabi’s bid to host the 
headquarters of  the International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA). We are actively 
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participating at all the sessions and 
assembly meetings of  this newly established 
international organization. We have 8 
students studying their master degree at 
Masdar Institute of  Technology. There are 
very significant investment projects going on 
in Armenia in real estate and infrastructure 
development, mining, hospitality and so on. 
There is close cooperation with Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Development. The US$10 mln 
Loan Agreement between the Government 
of  Armenia and Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Development to Finance the Rehabilitation 
of  Arpa-Sevan Tunnel Project was signed 
in 2007.

The International Diplomat : During 
your tenure as the Ambassador of 
Armenia what important steps have you 
taken to deepen and strengthen the ties?

The Ambassador : I was appointed as 
Ambassador of  Armenia to the UAE in 

2006. One of  the most important steps was 
the construction of  the new premises for the 
embassy, inauguration of  which took place 
during the official visit of  the President of 
Armenia in 2007. The said visit heralded a 
new phase in the relations between Armenia 
and the UAE. Numerous high level visits 
have taken place and more than 25 bilateral 
documents have been signed. We laid a solid 
stone for further strengthening our relations 
in all mutually attractive fields. One of  the 
biggest achievements I assume was that I did 
my best to introduce Armenia to the different 
circles of  the UAE people and expats residing 
in this wonderful corner of  the world. 

Tourism:
The International Diplomat : How is 

the Tourism to Armenia  - Are they many 
tourists from UAE visiting your country? 

The Ambassador : The talent and skills 
of  Armenian masters kept Old World 

traditions alive by integrating them into the 
modern way of  life. So the tourists can enjoy 
and live true fusion of  old and new, east 
and west. Traditional Armenian hospitality, 
delicious cuisine, diverse nature and rich 
cultural heritage- these are the main reasons 
what attract tourists most. It is completely 
safe place and a land of  unlimited discoveries. 
Foreigners are warmly welcomed. There 
are thousands of  historical monuments, 
monasteries, churches, museums and 
galleries that are of  great importance to 
visit and see. One can observe all 4 seasons 
in Armenia, although springs and autumns 
with classic understanding are not so long. 
However, it depends on the visitor and his 
desires. If  you ask me I will recommend end 
of  May mid-June or mid-September as a 
perfect time for the visit having in mind that 
you can enjoy also famous Armenian fruits 
like apricot, cherry, pomegranate and grapes. 
Of  course it is worth mentioning that winter 
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is really beautiful in Armenia especially in 
the mountains, where lots of  tourists come 
to enjoy skiing and other winter sports.  
The number of  tourists from the UAE is 
increasing yearly. There are almost daily 
flights from Dubai.  Meanwhile, the UAE is 
a huge connecting hub, so there is a big flow 
of  tourists from different countries as well. 
Recent years we witnessed development of 
tourist infrastructures in Armenia including 
ski resorts, mountain lake resorts, spas and 
health centres, which attracted a new wave 
of  comfortable tourism lovers.   We know 
that hunting is one of  the favourite hobbies 
for lots of  Emiratis. Armenia is rendering 
also that opportunity with rich variety of 
animals and birds.

Armenian Community in UAE
The International Diplomat : How 

many Armenian people live in UAE and 
what occupations are they engaged in? 

The Ambassador : Throughout centuries 
Armenians brought their undeniable 
contribution to the region’s cultural, 
economic and scientific development. We 
know from the history that back in the 16th 
century Armenian merchants had been 
playing an active role in the trade between 
east and west in the Gulf  region. Armenians 
started to establish in the UAE from early 
70s of  the last century emigrating mainly 
from Syria, Lebanon, Iran, Iraq, Egypt, 
Jordan, US, Canada, Australia, Armenia. 
Due to the wise and tolerant policies of 
His Highness late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan, they were warmly welcomed, 
became an integrated part of  society and 
brought their humble contribution to the 
development of  this beautiful country. 
The same perceptive and discreet approach 
towards my compatriots is conducted today 
under the leadership of  His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of 
the United Arab Emirates. And I avail myself 
of   this opportunity to once again express 
my deepest gratitude to the President, 
Government and friendly people of  the 
United Arab Emirates for their continuous 
support and assistance.  In 1980 the National 
Councils of  Sharjah-Dubai and Abu Dhabi 
were formed. In the same year a one-day 
Armenia school started to operate. The first 
Armenian Church in the UAE, St. Gregory 
the Illuminator, was anointed in 1998, 
in Sharjah. The Legislative and National 
Executive Councils are playing leading role 
in organization of  community life. There 
are also women’s and youth committees 
actively involved in the community life. Lots 
of  cultural, educational and charity events 
are organized throughout the year. The 
famous Armenian annual balls held in Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi are worth to attend. Our 
Embassy in Abu Dhabi is closely cooperating 
with all the community structures and duly 
participating at the events and different 
gatherings.  Today the number of  Armenians 
reaches 5000, majority of  them living in 
Dubai and Sharjah. Armenians are involved 
in banking, construction, engineering, trade, 
jewellery sectors and so on. Due to their 
hard-working, management skills, education 
and high professionalism, Armenians have 
been always welcomed to occupy responsible 
positions in different spheres.  

Future: 
The International Diplomat : How do 

you see the future of  Armenia and UAE 
relations?

The Ambassador : I think Armenia-
UAE relations have a bright future. There 
are all necessary preconditions for that 
assessment. The coming year marks the 
15th Anniversary of  the establishment 
of  diplomatic relations between our two 
countries. Maybe it’s a short period to make 
conclusions, however, as I told you before, 

lots of  active and serious steps have been 
taken to further strengthen and deepen our 
relations. Strong legal base, mutual visits, 
numerous meetings, bilateral discussions and 
the willingness of  the two sides give us solid 
ground to believe in the prosperous future. I 
think there’s still a huge unused potential in 
both countries, which needs to be carefully 
studied and summarized, especially in the 
fields of  agriculture, tourism, IT, healthcare, 
renewables, infrastructures.  

Personal:
The International Diplomat:  In addition 

to your official duties, how do you spend 
your time when you are not working?

The Ambassador : If  there’s any free time, 
I prefer to spend it with my family. We go out 
together, visit interesting sightseeing, attend 
cultural performances. I read a lot, mostly 
political articles and books. I love listening 
to jazz and smooth jazz interpretation of 
Armenian folk music. Sports and movies are 
my long time favourites. 

The International Diplomat: What 
are your views about the International 
Diplomat,?

The Ambassador : I wish prosperity and 
peace to everyone’s house. Good health, 
undoubtedly is the milestone for every 
success. I encourage the work of  The 
Diplomat Magazine, as the first licensed 
magazine and wish for it to reach out to a 
much bigger and broader audience, maybe 
even go global. 

april 2012   P-35 www.thediplomatmagazine.com



Diplomatic Events FrENcH BuSINESS couNcIl

French Business Council  
Networking Event 
The French Business Council organized a business 
networking event in Dubai in which businessmen 
and women took part from French and other 
communities living in the UAE. The event provided 
an excellent and relaxed atmosphere for the guests 
to network, socialize and exchange ideas to promote 
their business interests. 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Sara Darazirar, Sunita Samuel

Claude Valle, Yolande Pineda, Herri Zoylen

Maurine Lombart, Virginie Hofman Celine Farhat, Damien Fourrage, Virginie Brochet

Sylvie Pierre, Pierre Renoir, Barbara Cardilla, Marie Burot

Lionel Reina, Mohamed Selougha

Annour Fawzia, Annour Lilia, Souhaila Hanafi, Sandra Kerkar, Yues Nahas
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bangladesh
National Day Events aBu DHaBI - uaE

              

National Day of 
Bangladesh 
The Consul General of India His Excellency Sanjay 
Verma hosted the Indian Republic Day celebrations in 
Dubai at an impressive ceremony which was attended 
by His Excellency Humaid Mohammed Obaid Al 
Qatami, UAE Minister of Education along with Dubai 
based Consul Generals and the distinguished members 
of the Indian community. 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Official Lineup with H.E. Jumaa Mubarak Al Juneibi, Undersecretary of MFA and H.E. Md. Nazmul Quanine Ambassador of Bangladesh

H.E. Md. Nazmul Quanine Ambassador of Bangladesh during speech

Cameron Bradford, Embassy of the USA Muhammad Amin Bawa

H.E. Dato Adnan Zainal, Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam 
Ahmed Al Musalli, Asian Department Director, MFA Aisha 
Al Qadi Salem Mohammed
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Salim Houmood Salim Al Hinai, Embassy of Oman 
H.E. Md. Nazmul Quanine Ambassador of Bangladesh

Ladies from the Bangladesh Community

Cultural Performance

Dr. Mehraj Jahan Sayeda Quanine, Wife of Ambassador of Bangladesh

Official Lineup
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Held under the patronage of His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
The Vice-President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai brought a 
record number of literary fans from across 
the Emirates enjoyed an extravaganza of 
prose and authors from around the world at 
the latest Emirates Literary Festival, which 
was held at Dubai Festival City in March. 
The Festival, now in its fourth year, featured 
more than 120 writers and speakers from 
30 countries and with over 200 events over 
the five-days, a huge range of subjects were 
covered. 

This year’s Festival, reportedly the most 
successful, also had a multicultural feel, 
with events held in English, Arabic, French, 
Chinese and Italian, as Saeed Al Nabouda, 
Acting Director General of the Dubai 
Culture & Arts Authority confirmed. “The 
introduction of literary sessions in multiple 
languages this year builds on the unique 
multicultural diversity of Dubai.”

Festival Director Isobel Abulhoul, OBE 
said. “Some people wonder what all the fuss 
is about and it can be hard to describe the 
incredible buzz that comes from live and 
lively sessions which fire up the imagination 
and get your brain cells fizzing. Once you 
come, you come back again. Just as so many 
of our authors do as well, I’m glad to say!”

This viewpoint was re-iterated by Saeed Al 
Nabouda: “We are delighted to extend our 
continued support to the Emirates Airline 
Festival of Literature. The Festival is the 
perfect venue for bringing together writers, 
poets, artists and other arts professionals, 
stimulating intercultural dialogue and 
further strengthening the literary heritage of 
the Emirate.” 

This year’s Festival featured many writers 
and renowned media personalities from 
around the world. Alistair Reynolds, Terry 
Wogan, Jacqueline Wilson, Jeremy Bowen, 
Abulhoul, Imtiaz Dharker and BBC reporter 
and news correspondent, Kate Adie, were just 
a few of the festival’s 100 guest authors and 
speakers. According to Kate Adie, the event 
has grown in popularity. ‘I’ve been coming 
here since the start of the Festival four years 
ago. It’s grown and grown in confidence and 
in the spread of authors and languages, which 
is a terrific achievement. Literary festivals 
have been a wonderful invention over the last 
few years and to see one take off in Dubai is 
enormously satisfying.’ 

Festival’s Opening Night
Terry Wogan graced the stage for the 

Festival’s opening night. The star, who had 
previously described his talk as ‘the usual 
rubbish’, in reality amused, enthralled and 

touched the 700-strong audience with 
stories and insights from his amazing life 
in the public eye and his beloved homeland, 
Ireland. Everyone was left longing for more.

Fortunately for the audience, more did 
follow, in the shape of an amazing series of 
poetry recitals. If Sir Terry’s conversation 
was a feast for the heart, this was a feast for 
the senses, as audiences delighted in the 
wonderful sounds and movements of the 
verses which were performed in English, 
Arabic and Chinese.

The readings began with performances 
from four of today’s most celebrated 
international poets, Imtiaz Dharkar, John 
Agard, Yang Lian and Daljit Nagra who were 
introduced by Paul Blezard, an accomplished 
poet in his own right. John Agard chose the 
evening to share a world debut for one of his 
poems called ‘The Battle between Water and 
Wine’.

Another major feature of the festival was 
Riz Khan’s hit novel, Alwaleed: Businessman, 
Billionaire, Prince – now an international 
success and a bestseller in the Middle East. 
His debut publication has been translated into 
nine languages. Khan, an internationally-
renowned television broadcaster, has helped 
set up and shape the world’s three leading 
rolling news networks – BBC World, CNN 
International and Al Jazeera English. 

Emirates Festival of Literature  2012 
BRINGS A GALAXY OF WRITERS TO DUBAI
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Recognised and respected around the globe 
for his high-profile interviews with leading 
figures in politics, entertainment, business 
and sports, Khan is admired for giving 
audiences a perspective that encourages 
independent reflection. 

When questioned, almost every attendee 
of the festival had nothing but praise for the 
events and organisation. Surely, this is exactly 
the kind of event that Dubai needs to keep 
hosting in order for its population to develop 
their love of the arts and culture. 

Young Poets Celebrated at 
Festival

The Emirates Literary Festival played 
host to the inaugural Taaleem Poetry Award 
which aims to celebrate the enormous poetic 
talent of the UAE’s students. This was the 
first year in which the award was run in 
cooperation with schools and colleges, and in 
four different age categories. The competition 
was held for both English and Arabic poems 
and was constructed around the theme ‘Who 
am I, Who are you?’ The 
awards were presented 
to the winning students 
by Ziad Azzam, Chief 
Executive Officer, Taaleem, 
the celebrated international 
poets John O’Sullivan and 
Imtiaz Dharkar, Emirati 
writer Maitha Al Khayat 
and Festival Director Isobel 
Abulhoul. 

Ziad Azzam, Chief 
Executive Officer, Taaleem, 
said, “The Taaleem Poetry 
Award could not have 
yielded a more positive 
and encouraging result 
in its inaugural year. The 
calibre of submissions in 

both English and Arabic is indicative of the 
wealth of young creative talent we have in the 
country.”

“The choice for Taaleem to initiate and 
partner with the Emirates Airline Festival of 
Literature through the realm of poetry was 
a natural and fitting choice since the Arabic 
language and culture is embedded in the 
nation’s identity; a fact attested by our patron 
and acclaimed poet His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum”.

“Taaleem is both dedicated and committed 
to nurturing and nourishing the creative 
literary talent not only within its own 
extensive school network, but also to extend 
the platform to all students who want to find 
their voice through poetic expression”.

International poet, Tony Buzan, also had 
nothing but praise for the country’s young 
poets saying: “What a remarkable group of 
Prize Winners! Over the years, I have had the 
privilege of commenting on, and examining, 
thousands of poems. The poems in The 
Taaleem Poetry Competition are among the 

best I have ever read.”

Festival’s Personality of the Year 
Award

His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al 
Maktoum, Chairman and Chief Executive of 
Emirates Airline, President of Dubai Culture 
& Arts Authority (DCAA) and Chairman 
of Dubai Airports was awarded with the 
Emirates Airline Festival of Literature 
Personality of the Year Award for 2012. 
Presenting the accolade, Isobel Abulhoul 
stated: “His Highness, working with our 
Rulers, has worked tirelessly on plans to 
improve the social, economic and cultural 
life of Dubai and is usually to be found at the 
heart of such initiatives. It is an enormous 
pleasure and honour to present our Award to 
such a deserving and exemplary figure who 
serves as an excellent role model for our new 
generations.” 

The Festival was held under the kind 
patronage of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE 
Vice-President & Prime Minister and Ruler 
of Dubai, and in partnership with Emirates 
Airline and the DCAA, the Emirate’s 
dedicated Authority for culture, arts and 
heritage.

FEaTurE

Nour Mothna Hussain, Fahad Sami Fahad, 
Maryam Khalid Hamad, Nour Khalid Hamad, 
Haya Sami, Jassim Akran, Mohammed 
Hassan Hasan, Montaha Monther Ghanam, 
Fatma Abdul Ghafar Al Janahi, Leena 
Mohammed Al Ameen, Onoud Abdul Basit 
Al Yas, Al Yazia Abdulla, Asma Yaser Al 
Kaabi and Noura Essa Saeed.

The Winners – Arabic Language  
– All Ages

The Winners – English Language

11 and Under
Hamzah Raza, Repton School Dubai; Jude Offord, DESS Dubai; 

Kehkashan Basu, The Millennium School; Special Mention: Anya 
Vaghani, Repton School Dubai.
12-14

Aliosha Bielenberg Pittaka, Raha International School; Caren 
Thomas, Our Own English High School, Sharjah; Greeshma 
Pradeep, Greenfield Community School.
15-18

Donghun Kim, American Community School of  Abu Dhabi; 
Ali Taha, Sheffield Private School; Jennah Ashraf  Fakhouri, 
Al Ittihad Private School, Dubai; Highly Commended - Farah 
Chamma, Université Paris-Sorbonne, Abu Dhabi; Special mention 
- Stephanie Kinnear, Raha International School.
18+

Jorge Zárate, New York University, Abu Dhabi; Farah Nada, 
American University Sharjah; Cristóbal Martinez Yanes.
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Independence 
Day of Ghana

Event hosted by HE Alhaji Abudulai (CG, 
Ghana), at Armani Hotel, Dubai.

Humaid Mohammad Obaid al Qutami 
(Minister of Education, Abu Dhabi) was the 
guest of honor.

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

HE Alhaji Abudulai Yakubu and wife

– Jillian Duncan (L), George Duncan(R)

Mej Di (L), HE Abiubacar Hassane Dan Sokoto, HE Moussa Ahmat Tadjadine (R)

Joh Joh Cobson Cobbold (L), Yvonne Tagoe, Benjamin Piper, Priscilla Dankwa (R) HE Ali Ahmed Saleh (L), Mahmoud Amani (R)
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HE Umej Bhatia and wife

Kate Samarskaya (L), Marlon Sawaya (R)

HE MM Abdul Raheem and wife

HE Sanjay Verma (L), Sunil Munwani (R) HE Tariq Soomro (L), HE MM Abdul Raheem, Javed Malik, Mahmoud Amani(R)

HE Atiqullah Atifmal, HE Tariq Soomro, HE MM Abdul Raheem, 
Mahmoud Amani, HE Dona Turk, HE Mansyur Pangeran (R) Shyrose Bacai (L), Huma Khan, Suraya Bacai (R)
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Special Feature INTErVIEw

Lisa Crowther

Special Article by 

H.E Mohammad 
Nazmul Quaunine
Ambassador of Bangladesh in UAE

On the happy occasion of  41st anniversary 
of  the Independence and National Day of 
Bangladesh, I extend my warm felicitations 
to fellow countrymen living in the UAE 
and wish them success and happiness. I pay 
homage to father of  nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for his heroic 
leadership role and our valiant freedom 
fighters who made supreme sacrifice for 
achieving the independence of  Bangladesh.   
On this auspicious occasion, I convey my 
warm and sincere good wishes for health, 
happiness, and prosperity of  HH Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of 
the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of  Abu 
Dhabi, HH Sheikh Muhammad bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 
Minister of  UAE and Ruler of  Dubai, HH 
Sheikh Muhammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of  Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of  UAE Armed 
Forces and, Government and the brotherly 
people of  the UAE.  Historic meeting 
between the founding fathers of  two 
countries; Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman and HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan in 1974 and subsequent regular 
interaction between the leaders of  the two 
countries have laid strong foundation for 
close cooperation between Bangladesh and 
the UAE.

Over seven hundred thousand Bangladesh 
expatriate community in the UAE plays 
a significant role to the fast growing 
relations between our two brotherly 
countries. Bangladeshi professionals and 
workers are engaged in most sectors 
of  the UAE economy including, in the 
areas of  Engineering, Petro-chemical, 
Hospitality, Banking and Finance as well as 
in various businesses. I extend my heartiest 
congratulations to all of  them for their 
immense contribution to Bangladesh’s 
socio-economic development. I would urge 
them to observe the local rules, regulations 
and customs judiciously as well as continue 
to play constructive role at their workplaces 
and community in effort to projecting good 
image of  Bangladesh. 

Trade, investment and air communication 
between our two brotherly countries are 
steadily growing over the years. Signing 
of  two agreements on the “Promotion and 
Protection of  Investment” and “Avoidance 
of  Double Taxation” has greatly boosted 
the trade and investment relations. People 
to people contact and bilateral interaction 
in the areas of  art and culture have also 
increased in recent years. A cultural 
troupe from Bangladesh participated in 
the celebration of  the  40th National 
Day of  the UAE in various local cities.   
Bangladesh and the UAE hold similar 
views on most regional and international 

The Ambassador of Bangladesh writes specially for the International 
Diplomat on occasion of the country’s Independence Day.
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issues, including the question of  Palestine, 
Iraq, terrorism, international peace and 
security and climate change. Her Excellency 
Sheikh Hasina, Hon’ble Prime Minister 
of  Bangladesh and her Government have 
been relentlessly working to ensure rule 
of  law, good governance, and sustainable 
economic development. Over the years, 
Bangladesh has made significant socio-
economic progress in the fields of  education 
including enrolment of  almost cent percent 
children in the primary schools and free 
education up to the secondary level for girls, 
almost self  sufficiency in food production, 
development of  rural infrastructure, 
extending health care services in rural areas 
and empowerment of  women. Bangladesh 
has been playing an active role in regional 
and international arena including, 
cooperation in South Asia, promoting the 
interests of  the Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) and voicing their vulnerability due 
to climate change, constructive role in the 
OIC and participating as one of  the largest 
contributors of  troops in the UN Peace 
Keeping Operations. 

Bilateral relations between Bangladesh 
and the UAE, I am hopeful will be further 
strengthened in coming years.

INTErVIEw

About the The Ambassdor 
H.E Mohammad Nazmul Quaunine

His Excellency Mohammad  Nazmul Quaunine is a career 
diplomat from the Bangladesh Foreign Service. He has been serving 
as Bangladesh’s Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates since 
July 2008. Before taking up his current assignment, he was serving 
as Director General in the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, Dhaka 
dealing with Europe and European Union Affairs and External 
Publicity. Mr. Quaunine had served as Deputy High Commissioner 
of  Bangladesh at Bangladesh’s Missions at Islamabad and London. 
He had also served in the Permanent Mission of  Bangladesh to the 
UN Offices at Geneva and Bangladesh Deputy High Commission 
at Calcutta. He had represented Bangladesh many international 
meetings and conferences. 

Note : A Detailed Interview with the Ambassador will be featured in 
the forthcoming issue
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The Better Half BrITISH coNSul gENEral’S wIFE

Karen Warrington
British Consul General’s Wife 

Lisa Crowther

Dr Maha Radwan, wife of the Egyptian Ambassador to the UAE and former President of the Diplomatic 
Group for the spouses of Ambassadors spoke to the International Diplomat about her role as a diplomatic 
spouse and the enriching experiences of her varied overseas postings. As a qualified doctor in her own 
right, she describes the skill set required to successfully combine her roles of doctor and diplomatic wife. 
Currently halfway through a four year posting to the UAE, Dr Maha talks too about her admiration for 
a progressive country, and her respect for the important part Emirati women play in the Gulf region.

Mrs Warrington was posted here almost 
four years ago with her husband, Mr Guy 
Warrington who is the British Consul 
General to the UAE and Northern Emirates. 
Prior to Dubai, the Warrington’s served four 
years in Seoul and before that were in Geneva.   
As a diplomat’s wife, Mrs Warrington prefers 
to keep busy, working and supporting the 
charities she feels passionately about. She 
enjoys her role as a diplomat’s wife and the 
opportunities it presents. “I enjoy travelling 
and experiencing new cultures as, you meet 
people from all walks of  life which is lovely 
and interesting.” 

Indeed, one of  her earliest meetings 
brought Mrs Warrington in touch with 
the Mission to Seafarers Charity, which 
historically has always had a close association 
with the British Embassy, as she explains. 
“Right from the start, I met the ex-Director 
of  Seafarers, who was also the previous 
British Consul General. There was already 
a tradition with the British Consulate of 
supporting the Mission to Seafarers Charity 
and I was immediately drawn to it, working 
for my first two years on their fundraising 
Committee.”

Historic Charity
The British Mission to Seafarers 

Charity was founded in 1856 and 
now has 230 centres around the 
world. In 1962, the then Ruler of 
Dubai, Sheihk Rashid commissioned 
a Mission to Seafarers centre to be 
formed in the Emirates, as Mrs 
Warrington explains:  “We were 
very lucky as H.H. Sheikh Rashid 
bin Saeed Al Maktoum gave his 
permission to establish a seafarers 
centre. The charity has been in 
the Emirates longer than the UAE 
has been formed and it is our 50th 
anniversary this year!” 

The Charity is well established, 
as Mrs Warrington continues, 
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“We receive massive support in the UAE 
from the Al Maktoum foundation. Queen 
Elisabeth is our Royal Patron and we still 
have the documentation from the Queen 
thanking H.H. Sheihk Rashid for his initial 
support.“

Due to its geographic position and with 
historically strong ties to the British, the 
UAE arguably needed to assist it is busy 
maritime routes and the problems that have 
arisen over the years for sea travel in the 
region. The UAE sits right in the middle of 
the piracy zone, as Mrs Warrington explains, 
“any vessels coming from Europe, travelling 
up the coast of  Yemen, face the problems of 
piracy in these waters. It is a hazard that has 
escalated over the years and covers a huge 
area now. I’ve heard it being described as the 
size of  North America being patrolled by 
three police cars. We’re not in the business 
of  solving the issue but we are in the 
business of  supporting those who have been 
subjected to attack, held hostage, or are in 
need of  counseling. ”

Today, with offices in Dubai and Fujairah, 
the Mission to Seafarers supports ships and 
sailors from all over the world in the ports 
around the Emirates, including Fujairah, 
Jebel Ali, Ajman and Sharjah, as Mrs 
Warrington states: “We try to help everyone 
from the guys on the wooden dhows on 
Dubai Creek who are the poorest of  them 
all.” Mrs Warrington adds “all the money 
we raise is spent in the UAE. We essentially 
support anybody working at sea. There are 
two sides to the charity’s work. We provide 
welfare support to those seafarers who come 
into some sort of  distress and we raise 
money for a welfare fund. Piracy, shipwreck, 
repatriation and negotiating back pay are 

the other main issues 
we support. The other 
side, which keeps us the 
busiest, is abandonment 
cases, where ship owners 
have literally abandoned 
the ship and the crew.”

 The charity also 
has three clergymen 
(one onboard their 
support vessel) and 
the organisation offers 
prayers, blesses ships 
and provides counseling 
services to traumatised 
seamen. 

As maritime law is 
very complicated, the 
seamen on board the 
ship are not all permitted 
to come ashore, as 
Mrs Warrington says: 
“They may have no 
paperwork or travel on 
a seaman’s log so can’t 
come ashore. Part of  our 
responsibility is to talk 
to the port authorities, 

or talk to their Embassies for emergency 
documentation to help repatriate them. We 
provide the material support, making sure 
they have food to eat, fresh water to drink 
and phone cards to contact their families. At 
sea, they are vulnerable because nobody can 
see them or know about them.”

The Charity deals with shipwrecks, such 
as the dreadful one at the end of  2011 when a 
ship sank off  the East Coast of  Oman, below 
Fujairah, losing six crewmembers, with five 
surviving for 17 days on a life raft before 
being found. Ship and crew abandonment is 
also becoming more commonplace. In 2011, 
the Mission to Seafarers Charity handled 15 
extreme cases and countless small ones. “We 
take care of  these cases and unfortunately, 
the figures are increasing due to the 
economic downturn as there isn’t as much 
shipping work.”

Flying Angel 
Another important division of  the 

Mission to Seafarers charity is the work 
of  their unique support vessel, the Flying 
Angel, commissioned by Prince Charles five 
years ago with the backing of  the British 
Embassy. Mrs Warrington adds:  “The Port 
of  Fujairah is the third largest anchorage 
in the world. At any given time, there are 
about 6,000 seafarers and 200-300 vessels 
in Fujairah’s waters. As it is a Port with 
low fees, a lot of  vessels will anchor there 
while they are waiting for work. For some 
seafarers, not all, the men won’t set foot on 
land and it can be very lonely and isolating.”

Mrs Warrington stresses, “there really 
was a need to provide support to the 
seafarers and the Flying Angel is the first 

one of  its kind. We recognized the need to 
take a seafarer’s centre to the ships lying out 
at sea and so funds were raised to commission 
the Angel. Today she goes out every day to 
sea. She gets more calls per day than she can 
manage!”

Last year, 26,000 seafarers came aboard 
the Flying Angel and she visited 1,640 
ships. Operating alone in Fujairah, the 
purpose-built Flying Angel has an onboard 
shop selling toiletries, simple clothing 
and souvenirs. There is also a library 
with multilingual books and DVDs. Most 
importantly, the Flying Angel provides 
phones, sells phone cards and provides 
computer access to the stranded shipmates. 
“What was fundamentally important was for 
the seafarers to have basic communications 
to contact their families.”

Sponsors and Fundraising Events
The Mission to Seafarers and Angel Appeal 

have many sponsors across the UAE “far too 
many to mention”, as Mrs Warrington says. 
Fundraising efforts are achieved through 
an annual Fujairah Marine Ball, High Teas 
at the Consulate Gardens each February, 
half-marathons and a yearly Nautical 
Institute Ball, to name a few. There are also 
countless community fundraising events and 
numerous volunteering opportunities, such 
as the Xmas ‘Wrapathon’, while individual 
sponsors will raise funds for the seafaring 
cause. “We do lots of  events and receive lots 
of  gifts in kind. We encourage companies to 
have bins in the office and to donate DVDS, 
magazines and books for the Flying Angel 
Appeal.”

On top of  her important work for the 
Mission to Seafarers, Mrs Warrington is 
keen to stress that the British Embassy and 
Consulate support a wide range of  other 
charities throughout the year and host a 
variety of  valuable, fundraising events for 
ongoing causes in their Gardens. She adds, 
”We support lots of  other charities, such as 
the Al Noor Training Centre for children 
and young adults with special needs and 
the British Heart Foundation. We host an 
annual event for the Help for Heroes charity, 
support Feline Friends and host events for 
the Caledonian Society, the Welsh Society, as 
well as the St George Association. We also 
fundraise for non-profit schools on top of 
the commercial duties we have.” 

Mrs Warrington’s position as a Consul 
General’s wife is a busy one. She combines 
her role at the helm of  the seafaring charity, 
fundraising tirelessly for their inspirational 
Angel Appeal Fund with her diplomatic 
responsibilities. She concludes, “We feel 
strongly that we have these amazing gardens 
and it is fair that we maximize the benefit 
of  having them. We’ve had a lot of  feedback 
that we have opened the Gardens up to more 
people and have done a lot of  work on the 
charity front.”
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Japan Celebrates Diplomatic Relations with UAE
H.E. Tatsuo Watanabe, The Ambassador of Japan to the UAE and his wife Setsuko Watanabe organized an 
impressive event to celebrate the diplomatic relations between United Arab Emirates and Japan at the National 
Theatre. The event marked the 40th Anniversary of the establishment of UAE-Japan Diplomatic Relations, Mr. 
Eitetsu Hayashi, Japan’s Premier Taiko drummer, along with members of the “EITETSU FU-UN no KAI”, visited 
the UAE, to hold two concerts; one in Abu Dhabi and the other is in Dubai.  The events were open for public.  
Guests could experience the Japanese music, with a taste of Japanese Live food that was on offer at the live cooking 
stations.  Also on display was Japanese photography, exhibited throughout the hall.

Mrs. Setsuko Watanabe, Wife of Ambassador of Japan with Guests

Fernanda and Marcus, Brazil Embassy H.E. Ciaran Madden Ambassador of Ireland with Spouse

Sadik Serdar Sahin, Turkish Embassy, Yunus Emre Bayrak,  
Turkish Embassy, Ozge Calafato Pam Mandich, Marie Entwistle and Lucille Smith

National Day Events aBu DHaBI - uaE
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