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Dear Readers.
Let me start by thanking all of  our readers, who have 

written and called us to congratulate us and express their 
support for the magazine. I am especially grateful to the 
diplomatic community in the UAE and the Business 
Councils who have been coming forward with their 
encouragement and advice. This is your magazine and we 
are guided by your suggestions.  

From this month onwards our Diplomatic News Section 
will be more elaborate and this trend will continue to grow 
as we continue to bring you more elaborate snapshot of  the 

news and current affairs from home and abroad with a focus on diplomacy.
The Coverage of  National Days remains the highlight of  our photo-pages 

with some impressive events taking place in Abu Dhabi and Dubai. This month 
we will also introduce you to the Ambassadors of  Iran and Russia as well as the 
Consul General of  Sri Lanka.  Our business section is continuing to grow as we 
showcase the Business Councils that are working so wonderfully to make their 
own contribution to diplomacy, this month you will meet with the President of  the 
Swiss Business Council. Highlighting the success stories of  UAE has always been 
our focus and one such wonderful success story has been Jumeirah Group, and this 
month we introduce you to the Executive Chairman of  Jumeriah Group.

We hope that you enjoy this month’s issue and I look forward to your continued 
feedback. 
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Diplomatic News NEwS THIS MoNTH

ABU DHABI

S.KOREA – ABU DHABI

BELARUS – DUBAI

Mexico: H. H. Sheikh Abdullah, Foreign 
Minister of UAE chaired the UAE delegation 
in a non-formal two-day meeting of the G20 
Foreign Ministers, held in Mexico. At the 
sideline of the meeting, Sheikh Abdullah 
also met German Foreign Minister, Guido 
Westerwelle. The two sides discussed bilateral 
relations and issues of mutual interest.

Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations and Nabil Elaraby, Secretary-
General of the Arab League officially named 
Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan as 
the joint United Nations-Arab League envoy 
on the Syrian crisis. The announcement that 
came ahead of ‘Friends of Syria’ conference 
said that Annan as an envoy will work on 
bringing an end to “all violence and human 
rights violations through peaceful political 
negotiations between Syrian government and 
whole spectrum of Syrian opposition”.

Abu Dhabi: H.H. 
General Sheikh 
Mohammed bin 
Zayed, Crown 
Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces 
welcomed Lee 
Myung-bak, the 
President of South 
Korea at the Emirates Palace. Present at the meeting 
were Minister of Foreign Affairs H.H. Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Minister of Foreign Trade H.E. 

Sheikha Lubna, Kim Sung-hwan South Korea’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, as well as 
the Korean Ambassador to the UAE. Both the leaders reviewed the ways to enhance bilateral 
relations, issues of mutual concern and developments in the region. (Courtesy WAM)

UAE Prime Minister Receives 
The Prime Minister of Belarus 

Dubai: H.H. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid, 
Vice-President and 
Prime Minister of UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai 
received Belarusian Prime 
Minister, Dr Mikhail V. Myasnikovich at Zabeel Palace.  
The Meeting was held in the presence of Dubai Crown 
Prince H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Ministers, and other senior officials. During 
the meeting both leaders discussed ways to expand the 
business, trade and commerce relations between both 
countries, The Ambassador of Belarus in the UAE was also 

present on the occasion. (Courtesy WAM)

Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed 
Leads UAE Delegation 
To G20 FMs Meeting

Kofi Annan 
Named 
U.N.-Arab 
League 
Envoy to 
Syria 

South Korean President Meets With 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed

MEXICO - UAE

GENEVA

President Khalifa Receives Kazakh President
Abu Dhabi: President H.H. Sheikh Khalifa received Nursultan 

Nazarvbayev, President of Kazakhstan at Al Dhiyafa Palace. 
The meeting was also attended by H.H. Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai, and General Sheikh Mohammed, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces. During the meeting, the two leaders 
explored the joint cooperative ties and exchanged views on the 
latest developments at the regional and international levels, as 
well as, issues of mutual interest. Sheikh Khalifa also hosted a 
banquet in Honour of the visiting President and the delegation 
accompanying him. (Courtesy WAM)
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Sharjah: Former Prime Minister of Malaysia H.E Tun 
Abdullah Badawi was the keynote speaker at the Government 
Communications Forum held under the Patronage and in  the 
presence of H.H. Dr Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, 
Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah.  The Forum was 
organized by Sharjah Media and was inaugurated by the Ruler 
of Sharjah.

Moscow: H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Foreign Minister of the UAE met Russian Foreign 
Minister, Sergey Lavrov. The two sides discussed during the meeting the bilateral relations and situation 
in the region, especially the latest developments in Syria. Addressing the joint press conference after the 
meeting, Sheikh Abdullah expressed hope to reach a political and diplomatic solution to the Syrian crisis 
that could only be achieved through unified voice, full-fledged international cooperation and concerted 
efforts. For his part, Russian Foreign Minister said: “We need wide inter-Syrian dialogue and co-operation 
to find a solution or decisions which will meet the interest of all Syrians”.    (Courtesy WAM)

Washington: White House hopeful Mitt Romney cast 
himself as a dedicated conservative that can replace 
President Barack Obama in the “battle for the soul of 
America”. “This country we love is in jeopardy,” Romney said 
while addressing a crowd of thousands at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference. “I am convinced that if we 
do our job, if we lead with conviction and integrity, the 
history will record the Obama presidency as the last gasp 
of liberalism’s great failure and a turning point for a new 
conservative era.”

Paris: French President, Nicolas Sarkozy 
has officially announced that he is running 
for a second term in April-May presidential 
vote. “Yes, I am a candidate in the presidential 
election”, Sarkozy said in an interview. “I took 
this decision because France, Europe and the 
world have for the last three years seen a 
series of unprecedented crises”. Sarkozy said 
he was presenting himself as “the captain of 
a boat in the heart of a storm”, adding that 
“I have things to say to the French people, I 
have proposals to make to them”.

Brussels: Eurozone finance ministers have agreed 
on a second bailout for Greece worth more than 
130 billion Euros for Greece. In return, Greece 
will undertake to reduce its debts to 120.5% of 
its GDP by 2020 and accept an “enhanced and 
permanent” presence of EU monitors to oversee 
economic management. Greece needed the funds 
to avoid bankruptcy on 20 March, when maturing 
loans must be repaid. Greek Prime Minister Lucas 
Papademos pronounced himself “very happy” at the 
massive bailout agreed by eurozone partners and 
private creditors.

MOSCOW - UAE

Former Malaysian Prime Minister 
Addresses Forum in Sharjah

UAE Foreign Minister Meets Russian Foreign Minister 

Europe Seals 310 billion Euro Greece Bailout

French President Sarkozy 
Announces Re-election Bid

Romney Vows “New 
Conservative Era” if Elected

WASHINGTON

EUROPE

PARIS

MALAYSIA - SHARAJAH
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International Community 
Forms “Friends of Syria”

Syria in Focus

Tunis: H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Foreign Minister of UAE headed 
UAE’s delegation to the “Friends of Syria” 
conference held in Tunis.  As Syrian security 
forces continued to bombard the city of Homs 

for a 21st consecutive day, top diplomats of 
more than 60 nations on the joint platform 
of “Friends of Syria” met in Tunis to raise 
pressure on the Syrian regime. Multiple 
agendas were in play as delegates discuss how 

to restore peace in the embattled country and 
assist the civilian population and provide 
them humanitarian assistance.  The draft 
resolution discussed at the meeting states 
that the Syrian National Council (SNC), is an 

DIPloMaTIc NEwS
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Prime Minister of Belarus 
Meets Khalaf Al Habtoor

Khalaf Al Habtoor, Chairman of Al Habtoor Group and distinguished UAE national 
met with the Prime Minister of Belarus H.E Mikhail Miasnikovich and hosted a dinner 
in his Honour. The Ambassador of Belarus H.E Dr Aleksandr Semeshko was also present 
on the occasion.

UAE Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah H.H. Sheikh Saud bin Saqr 
Al Qasimi received the newly arrived Consul General of Turkey H.E. Elif Comoglu Ulgen  
at Dheet Palace in Ras Al Khaima. During the meeting the growing relations between UAE 
and Turkey were discussed, and also present on the occasion was the Chairman of the RAK 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Yusuf Obeid Al Nuaimi and a number of officials.

umbrella group of regime opponents formed 
outside the country last fall and would be 
recognized as “a legitimate representative 
of Syrian people”  Sanctions on Syria were 
also part of the agenda and how they can be 
effectively utilized to deal with the situation. 
“If the Assad regime refuses to allow this 
lifesaving aid to reach civilians, it would not 
be doing Justice to their own people,” US 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said while 
speaking at the “Friends of Syria” conference. 
She called on President Assad to pay heed to 
the will of the international community. She 
also spoke about the possibility of creating 
an Arab institution that would open the 
humanitarian corridors to provide security 
to the Syrian people. 

Apart from this, keeping in view the 
situation in Syria, regional GCC states, 
international countries and organizations 
have called on multiple special sessions 
to hold meetings aimed at boosting 
international efforts to end the increasing 
crisis in Syria.

China has expressed its supporting stance 
saying that it would back continued Arab 
League mediation in Syria.  Later, Russian 
Foreign Minister also pronounced Russian 
support for Arab League’s plan during a 
meeting with His Highness Sheikh Abdullah 
in Moscow. During the meeting both the 
leaders discussed the situation in Syria. 
Later in a press conference with his Russian 
counterpart, Sheikh Abdullah expressed 
hope to reach a political and diplomatic 
solution to the Syrian crisis and said that 
this could be achieved only through a 
unified voice and full-fledged international 
cooperation and concerted effort.  

Apart from raising voice, UAE is also 
dispatching humanitarian assistance to 
Syrians who have fled their country and have 
moved to neighbouring states. Recently, a 
team from the UAE’s Red Crescent Authority 
(RCA) during a recent visit to Jordan viewed 
firsthand the living conditions of Syrians 
who were displaced to the neighbouring 
country by violence in their home country.

NEwS THIS MoNTH

DUBAI

Turkish Consul General Meets RAK Ruler
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PAKISTAN – UAE

Abu Dhabi: H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahayan Received Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar in Abu Dhabi where both 
discussed bilateral relations and agreed to further expand the scope of relations between both countries. During the meeting the outcome of the 
Joint Ministerial Commission was also discussed.  Earlier Lt. Genera H.H. Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Deputy Prime Minister and UAE 
Minister of Interior received Pakistan’s Interior Minister Rehman Malik, and both ministers signed  an agreement that would make it possible 
for prisoners whose jail terms exceed six months to serve the remainder of their sentence in their home countries.. Also present was Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to UAE Jamil A. Khan.

Sheikh Abdullah Receives Pakistan Foreign Minister

Javed Malik, Editor-in-Chief Meets Former Prime Ministers

Javed Malik, Publisher & Editor-in-Chief of the International Diplomat Magazine met with Former Prime Minister of 
Malaysia, H.E. Tun Abdullah Badawi, (pictured above right).The full interview will appear in our next issue. Javed Malik also 

met the Former Prime Minister of Pakistan, H.E. Mohammad Nawaz Sharif (pictured above left).
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NEwS THIS MoNTH

DUBAI - UAE

Dubai: H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Minister of Finance and 
Industry and Deputy Ruler of Dubai unveiled a world record breaking book on the life the 
Prophet Mohammad (SAW) entitled “This is Mohammad”. The book has been written by Dr 
Abdullah Abdulaziz Al Muslih and has been officially recognized by the Guinness Book of 
World Records as the largest heaviest and most expensive book ever written.  The Book weighs 
1,500KG and costs of 420 pages and estimated to be costing over 10 Million Dirhams.

Sheikh Hamdan Unveils Book on 
Prophet Mohammed (SAW)

S. AFRICA - UAE

Fanus Schoeman, Consul General of South Africa in Dubai and Northern Emirates 
met with H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Minister for Finance & 
Industry and Deputy Ruler of Dubai at a ceremony in Dubai and discussed areas of 

mutual interest.

South African Consul General Meets UAE 
Minister of Finance & Deputy Ruler of Dubai

Dubai: H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Prime Minister and 
Vice President of UAE and Ruler of Dubai 
received the secretary general of Bureau 
International des Expositions (BIE), 
Vincente Gonzalez Loscertales at Zabeel 
Palace and held discussions on Dubai,UAE  
hosting the World Expo 2020. Also present 
on the occasion was Crown Prince of Dubai, 
H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, H.H. Sheikh Ahmed 
bin Saeed Al Maktoum,   as well as HE Reem 
Al Hashemi, Minister of State along with 
other senior officials. Earlier during a press 
conference Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al 
Maktoum who is also the Chairman of the 
Higher committee to host the World Expo 
2020  formally launched the official campaign 
to host the important global event.

Dubai to bid for 
World Expo 2020

DUBAI
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Daniella Melikian 

Diplomatically Speaking aMBaSSaDor oF INDIa

H.E. Andrew Andreev
Ambassador of Russia to the UAE

Interview with 

As Russia celebrated 40 years of diplomatic relations with the UAE, the International Diplomat 
spoke exclusively to the Russian Ambassador to the UAE to understand how the relationship between 
both countries has evolved over the years.

International Diplomat: You recently 
celebrated 40 years of Diplomatic Relations 
between the UAE and Russia. The relations 
between both countries have developed over 
the years. What would you say are the main 
features of these relations?

The Ambassador : The Russian Federation 
and the UAE are connected with deep-rooted 
and time-proved ties of friendship and 
partnership. These relations rest on reliable 
principles of trust and mutual respect, and 
are characterized by a joint willingness to 
strengthen our bonds. Today, we maintain 
close bilateral cooperation in regional and 
international matters, adhere to similar 
positions concerning the Middle East peace 
process. I would also like to allude to the 
steady growth of our interactions in the areas 
of trade, investment, tourism, education, 
science and culture.

International Diplomat : As an Ambassador 
you play a key role in the relationship 
between both countries. What initiatives have 
you taken to further expand the scope of these 
relations between the countries?

The Ambassador: As the Ambassador of 
the Russian Federation, my basic aim is to keep 
expanding the scope of the relations with the 
UAE. The main goal is to create comprehensive 
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contacts, favorable conditions for our 
cooperation in different spheres. Indeed, it 
is obvious that the scope of the relationships 
between the United Arab Emirates and the 
Russian Federation has expanded. It is the 
mutual and constant dialogue between our 
countries, underpinned by both sides, which 
gave such results.

International Diplomat: The business, 
commerce and trade relationship between the 
UAE and Russia has been growing steadily. 
What are the volumes of trade between both 
countries and how can they be expanded?

The Ambassador : During last year, 
trade relations between our two countries 
developed well. We could observe sustainable 
growth in trade turnover the volume of 
which in 2010, for the first time, has reached 
a record one billion US dollars. This is a 
much more valuable indicator because it 
was reached when many different countries 
faced the negative influence of the economic 
and financial crisis. As for 2011, we expect 
further increases for Russia – UAE trade by 
up to 1.7 billion US dollars. Such a pace of 
trade development is very high but can still 
be expanded by involving more companies in 
both countries and diversifying the spheres of 
cooperation. We are sure that there is a great 
potential in our trade relations with the UAE.

International Diplomat: Various steps 
have been taken by your government to 
modernize the Russian economy and make 
it more attractive to foreign investment. 
What would you say are the areas of 
business in which foreign investors have 
shown the most interest. 

The Ambassador: Russia is a very large 
country with a developed economy. Russia 
is keen to attracts foreign investments 
into different fields of its economy. One 
can say that every foreign businessman 
or a company can find their niche in the 
vast Russian market. It is rather difficult 
to distinguish the most attractive sectors 

for foreign investors. It can be oil and gas, 
automobile industry, construction, etc. 
These are some of the examples of sectors in 
Russian economy, in which leading foreign 
companies have invested heavily in recent 
years. Here we can mention the creation 
of the Russian Fund for direct investments 
(10 billion US Dollars) managed by state 
development bank “Vnesheconombank” 
to promote advanced projects in different 
fields in Russia and abroad. There are a lot of 
businesses that may be interesting for small 
and medium enterprises (SME) as well. The 
question is how to create conditions for such 
companies to find partners in both countries 
in the most effective way. 

International Diplomat: The Russian 
Business Council was recently launched 

in Dubai. How would you say that such 
initiatives would help in fostering relations 
between businessmen from both countries?

The Ambassador: The launch of the 
Russian Business Council (RBC) in Dubai 
reflects the intention of our countries to 
develop business relations on different 
levels. It is an additional instrument in the 
process of enhancing economic and trade 
cooperation between Russia and the UAE. 
Russian businessmen initiated the creation 
of the Council, live in the UAE, and this 
gives them a big advantage in promoting 
business, while they have an opportunity 
for direct contact with Emirati bodies and 
organizations that can provide valuable 
and up-to-date information about both 
Russia and the UAE. We hope that RBC 
will also contribute to the development 
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of cooperation between SMEs as well as 
regional cooperation. 

International Diplomat :  Are there any 
possibilities of joint ventures between UAE 
and Russian Businessmen? A lot of Russian 
businesses have also been investing in the 
UAE economy. What fields of business have 
been most attractive to Russian businessmen 
in the UAE? 

The Ambassador: We have live examples 
of more than 300 joint ventures between 
Russian and UAE businessmen in the UAE, 
mainly in Dubai in the fields of trade, logistics 
and transport services, advertisement, 

publishing, design, education, restaurant 
business, etc. Speaking of big business we 
should mention a joint venture between the 
Russian oil company “Rosneft” and Emiratee 
“Crescent Petroleum” which is carrying out 
gas exploration projects in Sharjah, then a 
joint venture between Russian “Prominvest” 
and Emirati “Damac” to carry out some 
construction projects in Russia. 

International Diplomat: Many Russian 
tourists visit the UAE and similarly, UAE 
tourists visits Russia too? What would you say 
are the main attractions in Russia for people 
considering Russia as a holiday destination?

The Ambassador: Lately, we have a lot of 
Russian tourists in the UAE: more than 400 
thousand per year and this figure is growing 
steadily. People are attracted by authentic 
Arabic traditions and culture and hospitality 
of the Emirati nation, as well as great tourist 
infrastructure of the UAE and its wonderful 
warm waters of the Gulf and fascinating 
desert. The number of Emirati tourists 
in Russia is much smaller. However, the 
Russian side is keen to attract more tourists 
from the UAE and we have all prerequisites 
for that and can offer any kind of tourism 

including cultural tourism, as well as beach 
and ski resorts. 

First of all, Russia possesses a very rich 
and world-known historical and cultural 
heritage. This is why foreign tourists usually 
visit Moscow and Saint Petersburg, current 
and former capitals of the country with their 
numerous museums, theatres, impressive 
fortifications, beautiful streets and unique 
architecture. There is also a so-called third 
capital of Russia – Kazan, which represents 
a very interesting mix of Christian and 
Muslim cultures. Besides, foreign tourists 
will find a large variety of natural resorts in 
Russia. One of the most famous destinations 

for such tourism is the city of Sochi – the 
host of the 2014 Winter Olympic Games. 
It has a unique location on the warm 
subtropical Black Sea coast, where tourists 
can find picturesque beaches alongside 
wonderful ski resorts in mountains of the 
Caucasus.   Among other prominent 
destinations for natural tourism is Lake 
Baikal, the deepest in the world with 
crystal-clear waters, Kamchatka 
with its volcanoes and geysers, 
Karelia with its lakes and hills 
and Altai with its high snowy 
mountains. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Diplomat: There is 
a growing Russian 
community in 
UAE, what are 
the numbers of 
Russian expats 
in UAE? And 
what kind 
of work, 

business and professions are the most 
involved in?

The Ambassador: According to our 
estimation, there are about twenty thousand 
Russians living in the Emirates on a more 
or less permanent basis. Most of them are 
involved in tourism, but some are working 
in other business areas. There are many 
specialists with higher education among 
them certified accountants, actuaries, 
economists, statisticians, management 
consultants, business analysts and fund 
valuation professionals. Together, they form a 
strong community which plays an active role 
in the social and economic life of the UAE. 

International Diplomat  As the Russian 
Ambassador, what steps do you take 
to support and facilitate the Russian 
community in the UAE?

The Ambassador: First of all we support 
organizations of Russian citizens in the 
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UAE. With the Embassy’s assistance, the 
Coordination Council for Countrymen was 
founded and now successfully serves its duties. 
It consists of a number of organizations, and 
particularly the Organization of Russian 
businessmen and the Russian women 
association “Rossiyanka” which we consider 
to be very perspective. Under the patronage 
of the Embassy we organise events that bring 
people together.

International Diplomat: The UAE 
has achieved tremendous success and 
development under the visionary 
leadership of its Ruler. How do you see this 
phenomenal success?

The Ambassador:  The phenomenal 
success and growth of the UAE is attributed 
to vision, leadership and efforts of its Rulers. 
They have the interests of their country and 
their people at the top of their priorities. 
Their plans for the future are always 20 years 

ahead of anyone else’s, and they don’t know 
what the word ‘impossible’ means.

International Diplomat: Tell us about 
yourself? You are a senior diplomat in 
the UAE. How long have you been with 
the foreign service? How do you see your 
tenure in the UAE?

The Ambassador: As a professional 
diplomat I’ve been working in the 
diplomatic field for several decades and 
most of that time I spent in the Arab 
countries. Over these years I worked in 
Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and 

now I have the pleasure to work in 
the UAE. It’s already been two 

years and a half since I arrived 
in the UAE and I must 

say that this is a very 
interesting country 

to work and live in 
especially given 

the current 
p o l i t i c a l 

a n d 

economical developments in the region and 
the whole world. I am glad that my efforts 
give results and there is a dynamic and 
rapid improvement in the Russian-Emirati 
relations today. 

International Diplomat: The International 
Diplomat is the first magazine for the 
diplomatic community in the UAE. How do 
you see this important initiative ? 

The Ambassador: I am sure that the 
International Diplomat magazine will 
highly contribute to diplomatic activities 
by highlighting all aspects of UAE political, 
economic and cultural relations with the 
world. It will definitely enrich our knowledge 
about this beautiful country and serve as 
a useful source of information both for 
the Embassies of many countries and for 
government officials.  In our turn we are ready 
for close cooperation with the International 
Diplomat magazine and wish its Editor-
in-Chief the best of luck and success in his 
challenging, but undoubtedly important, and 
useful mission.
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National Day Events aBu DHaBI - uaE

National Day of Kuwait
The 51st National Day Anniversary and 21st Anniversary of the Liberation of the State of Kuwait was held at 
Fairmont Bab El Bahr Hotel in Abu Dhabi. H.E. Salah Mohamad Al Baeijan Ambassador of Kuwait and Mrs 
Sahar Al Rifaii his spouse hosted the evening. The guests of Honour included, H.H. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak 
Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, along with H.E. Sheikha Lubna bint Khaled Al 
Qasimi Minister of Foreign Trade along with many dignitaries. 

kuwait 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com

H. H. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research H.E. Sheikha Lubna bin Khaled 
Al Qasimi, Minister of Foreign Trade H. E. Salah Mohamad Al Baeijan, Ambassador of the State of Kuwait

Official dignitaries Children welcoming guests in Kuwait National dresses
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PHoTo FEaTurE 

Khadijah Bu Dhrif, wife of Ambassador of Morocco, Sahar Al Rifaii, wife of Ambassador of 
Kuwait, Dr Maha Radwan, wife of Ambassador of Egypt and Guests

H. E. Andrew Andreev, Ambassador of Russia, H. E. Prof Adam Krzymowski, Ph. D 
Ambassador of Poland andH. E. Nikolai von Schoepff, Ambassador of Germany

Farah Hariri, Charges d’Affaires Lebanese Embassy, Sana Al Oreidi, wife of Palestinian 
Ambassador, Moza Altai, wife of Iraqi Ambassador and Emna Beltaeib, wife of Tunisian 
Ambassador

Hamdan Al Hosani and Mahmoud Saeed Asaad Ministry of Education

Dr Parween Habib and Maha Kharaga

Thuraya, Sameer Al Bagheri

Guests  at the event
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INTErVIEw

To mark the National Day of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the International Diplomat spoke to the Iranian 
Ambassador in the UAE, H.E. Mohammad Reza Fayyaz about Iran’s rich cultural heritage, the deep-
rooted relations between the UAE and Iran and how this relationship is growing.

The International Diplomat: Iran (or Persia 
as it is known historically) has a unique cul-
tural heritage, dating back centuries. Some 
remarkable artists, poets, philosophers, as-
tronomers writers, scientists and physicians 
were from Persia. Please can you tell us more 
about this rich cultural heritage?

The Ambassador:  There are very few 
countries that have a civilization that is 
over a thousand years old; you can probably 
count such countries on your fingers! Iran 
is one of these few countries. Iran is a great 
country with a great history. Our culture 
and heritage developed over thousands of 
years, and we had a very stable civilization, 
long before many others did. Persian heritage 
includes world-famous scientists like Ibn 
Sina, Farabi and Khawarizmi. Famous poets 
like Rudaki, Hafidh, Saadi, Al Firdusi and 
many famous philosophers such as Molla 
Sadra. Mathematicians like Bijourni, Toussi 
and Khayyam and chemists, like Al Razi, who 
worked on the distillation process of alcohol, 
in general as a base for chemistry. These 
pioneers are all a part of our rich history. 

The Persian language is very beautiful too. 
Historically, the Persian Empire stretched 
from parts of the Indian sub-continent to 
Europe, including some parts of Russia and 
Siberia, up to the Persian Gulf.  It is not just 
something that we are saying; history backs 
it up in the books. We shouldn’t repeat 
ourselves. Whoever likes history, can look 
and directly find facts to back up all these 
words. In the end, whether Iranian or Persian, 
we have a shared history. We are proud that 
we are Iranian. One of the famous governing 
families of Iran, the Ashkanis, were known for 
their brave hearts; they are mainly described 
as manly, strong and mighty. 

The International Diplomat: Iran is an Is-
lamic Republic but also a vibrant democracy. 
How often are elections held in Iran and can 
you tell us more about your political system? 
Is it Parliamentary (as in the United King-
dom) or Presidential (as in the United States)?

In Iran, it is the people who are decision-
makers. They participate in all levels of the 
decision-making process. Let me explain. 
We are not like the UK (parliamentary) 
system nor are we like the US (presidential) 
system of our government. Our system is 
innovative, and much more comprehensive. 
The people, and the faith are the basis of the 
entire system. This is an Islamic Democracy. 
There are two sources of power in our system. 
The first is based on God’s word (Quran) and 

moral values. The second source of power is 
the people. It is a new and innovative theory 
introduced to the world, to show moral 
goodwill based on religion. In the past 33 
years of the Islamic Republic we have held 
33 elections, approximately one election per 
year. Each election was for a different branch 
of government – Parliamentary, Presidential, 
Consular and one for the Assembly of 
Experts. In the US and UK, elections are 
not held yearly. So when they say the public 
has an actual voting turn or role, that isn’t 
as precise with us.  In our case, people have 
an opportunity to vote every year. There are 
three main governing authorities. First is the 
Executive, or the Supreme Leader who is the 
President, second is the Judicial and the third 
is the Legislative. 

Iran and the UAE 

International Diplomat:  Iran and the UAE 
share historical relations, which date back 
centuries. Can you tell us more about the 
origins of these historic relations and how 
they have evolved over the years? 

The Ambassador: We are very proud of the 
historical relations between the UAE and Iran 
which date back generations. We share the 
same customs, and religion, and are like one 
family.  We are also neighbors, and we respect 
and love our neighbors. This is, I would say, 
the main reason for cooperation. The bonds of 
friendship between our countries are strong. 

The International Diplomat: In modern 
times, relations between the UAE and Iran 
have grown steadily and both countries 
share brotherly relations based on coopera-
tion in a number of fields. What would you 
say are the main aspects of these relations? 

Historically, the UAE and Iran have 
strong, economic relations. We have been 
primary commercial and trade partners for 
a very long time and these relations have 
consistently grown. We are also very close 
culturally, and this provides us with a very 
strong foundation from which our relations 
have grown in a number of areas. Another 
area that has seen growth is tourism and 
people from both countries visit each other’s 
country regularly.

International Diplomat:   A significant 
number of people in the UAE trace their 
roots back to Iranian origin and many of 
them are active in business. Do they play a 
role in expanding bilateral trade? 

The Ambassador: There is a big role for 
them. Business is very active and developed. 
Iranian traders in the UAE have a very good 
reputation, as they are very honest and 
professional. Many good traders here in the 
UAE have Iranian roots, or can trace their 
origins back to Iran. Especially nowadays, 
when the cultures depend on each other 
(based on economics and trade), this has a 
very important role. 

The International Diplomat: Business and 
trade play a vital role in bilateral relations. 
What is the level of trade between both coun-
tries and do you see this expanding in the 
foreseeable future? 

Economic relations are very strong and 
so are the ties. This has played a significant 
role, especially in the past few years with 
growth in economic and trade relations and 
for the sustainable development of the future. 
For example, since 2011, goods exchanged 
between Iran and the UAE have been 
recorded at up to US$25 billion. This is the 
proof that our strong relations will last.  
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The International Diplomat: You have an 
Iranian Business Council that works to-
wards expanding business and trade rela-
tions between the UAE and Iran through pri-
vate business enterprise. What is its role and 
does your Embassy support them?

The Ambassador:  There are many 
enterprises in the UAE dedicated to 
promoting business and trade relations 
between Iran and the UAE, and there are also 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 
like the Iranian Business Council, established 
by the community that belong to the private 
sector, rather than to the government. They 
have thousands of members who work 
towards expanding trade and business 
between the two countries and they do their 
jobs very well.  The Iranian Business Council’s 
members are based all over the UAE – in 
Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Ras al Khaimah, Umm al 
Quwain, etc. The Embassy’s doors are always 
open to anyone from the community at any 
time. We support them and help them, follow 
up their needs and do our best to solve their 
problems. We are trying to build a strong 
bridge between them, the UAE and Iran. 

The International Diplomat: There are many 
Iranian citizens who live and work in the 
UAE. How many Iranian expats are in the 

UAE and what sort of work and business are 
they mostly engaged in?

The Ambassador:   Iranian expats 
are actively involved in a variety of fields of 
work.  You will find them in banking, gold 
and jewellry, fabrics and textiles, handicrafts, 
industries, trade, economics and commerce 
etc. They work hard in whatever they do and 
many of them are very well experienced and 
this gives them significance in their work. 

The International Diplomat: Is your country 
open to business and investment for foreign-
ers and are there many international compa-
nies establishing themselves in Iran now you 
are facing sanctions? 

Ambassador: Iran is a large country with a 
large population. The greatest opportunities 
for investment are in petroleum, gas and also 
in handicrafts. Iran’s doors are always open 
for investment. We welcome all investors 
as we have great diversity. This is why it is 
mutually beneficial. Petroleum, gas, petro-
chemistry, agriculture, industry, construction, 
railways and many more fields are of main 
interest.  Entering the market is very easy. 
The consumer market consists of 75 million 
consumers and the area of Iran is two million 
sq./m. We are between the two continents of 
Asia and Europe, which offers an abundance 

of opportunities to engage in business and 
trade.  In fact, we are the bridge between Asia 
and Europe, historically named the “Victory 
Bridge” or “Fairuz” Bridge (the turquoise 
bridge) because the predominant stone is 
turquoise, along with other precious stones. 

International 

The International Diplomat: Iran is facing 
sanctions from the United States and some 
EU countries. Do these sanctions hamper 
your country’s economic progress?

The Ambassador: Such decisions (to 
impose sanctions) are unfair, and without 
any reason. What happened in the United 
Nations was simply unjust. We have done 
nothing wrong, and are only doing our work 
to build our country and meet our needs. 

We are a large country with a large 
population, and we have to provide 
opportunities for our people. We are 

constantly developing our country and are 
providing high-quality streets and buildings, 
hospitals, schools and other infrastructure 
to meet the needs of a growing population.  
Therefore, we cannot be deterred by such 
unfair political decisions, because we need 
to carry on developing our infrastructure 
to meet the needs of our country. We 
have achieved a lot and we have made 
many scientific discoveries in fields like 
nanotechnologies, pharmaceuticals and 
nuclear technologies. We have continued to 
develop despite the EU and US sanctions.  
So, how did we achieve this? This is because 
our knowledge and our science are not 
borrowed from other countries. We have 
our own sources of knowledge and skills, 
we discovered it, we perfected it and all of 

DIPloMaTIcally SPEakINg
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it was done by us. So sanctions do not affect 
our progress. Inshallah, we will continue like 
this and, in the near future, you will see much 
more progress and development in Iran for 
the benefit of our people. 

International Diplomat: Some analysts feel 
that in order to work towards the global 
goal of achieving world peace, there is a 
need for a dialogue between the Muslim 
World and the West. Do you think such a 
dialogue is possible? 

The Ambassador:  Dialogue is 
something positive, useful and logical and 
therefore we encourage dialogue, as this 
is the only way in which we can solve our 
differences, and come up with new ideas.  It 
is in the interests of both the Muslim World 
and the West to engage in positive dialogue 
to overcome their differences.  Muslims, in 
general, are good at dialogue and are known 
problem-solvers. Inshallah, we are hopeful 
that all problems can be solved.  However, 
there is one condition that when we enter into 
dialogue we must do so with logic, reasoning 
and mutual respect, and not by shouting 
loudly. Some people think when they are 
screaming this will justify their point of view, 
when in fact they only make it worse. So, we 
should have a logical discussion and, in this 
way, all misunderstandings can be overcome.

The International Diplomat:  Iran is a 
country with a natural beauty and a cli-
mate that appeals to tourists. Your country 
has been working towards attracting tour-
ists, but bearing in mind the international 
view of Iran, do you think tourism can re-
ally be increased? 

The Ambassador:  In our country there are 
four seasons. The weather is very nice. There 
are only a few countries that have this type of 
weather. The temperature lows range between 
15-20 degrees and reach up to 25-30 degrees. 
Tourism is good, with one million minimum 
visitors annually, and it is increasing too. 
There is one unique tourism destination 
in Iran, around the Mashhad area, in the 
Kharasa district. Over 15 million people visit 
this place yearly. Another place is in the north 
of Iran, close to Afghanistan, where people 
visit the seaside resorts. 

The International Diplomat: As the Iranian 
Ambassador, what steps do you take to sup-
port and facilitate the Iranian community in 
the UAE?

The Ambassador: This Embassy is a home 
to all Iranians in the UAE. We do our best to 
show them our support and make sure they 
do not feel alone. The only condition is for 
the person to be of Iranian nationality; the 
rest we will take care of itself. 

The Progress of the UAE

The International Diplomat: The UAE has 
achieved tremendous success and develop-
ment under the visionary leadership of its 
Rulers. How do you view this phenomenal 
success story of the UAE?

The Ambassador:  The greatest example of 
a leader could be Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan. He is the man who made the UAE. 
He was a ruler and humanitarian at the same 
time. A logical thinker, he made the UAE 
known around the world.  Similarly, Sheikh 
Rashid bin Maktoum is also a very important 
role model. He was a brave man with good 
ideas and a vision for the future. Though they 
have both passed away (God bless their souls), 
their vision remains, both locally and globally, 
an example of leadership and a role model of 
sustainable development.  The present rulers 
follow the vision of their forefathers and this 
is the reason for their success. The UAE is 

a stable and balanced country and always 
cooperates with its people.

 
About the Ambassador 

The International Diplomat: You have been 
a diplomat for a long time? Tell us about 
your work as a diplomat and how do you see 
your role in the UAE? 

The Ambassador: My duty is to work in 
this country and represent my own country to 
the highest level possible. I also have to help 
further improve relations within the UAE and 
to focus all my efforts and work in this area. 
I am hoping for positive results. About my 
success – let the UAE side be the judge! 

The International Diplomat is the first mag-
azine for the diplomatic community in the 
UAE. How do you see this important initia-
tive and what would be your message to our 
readers and Editor-in-Chief? How would 
you support us in this effort?

The Ambassador: I am very happy to see 
this magazine, and am sure that it will prosper 
and grow. I see it as a success story here in Abu 
Dhabi, as well as in the region in general. From 
what I have seen it has a very good team; the 
media quality is high, as is the content. This 
magazine is able to cover the out-and-about 
life of the diplomatic and has a unique and 
growing audience. My suggestion would be to 
draw attention to all of the embassies equally, 
covering all of their cultural events. 

INTErVIEw
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iran
National Day Events aBu DHaBI- uaE

Official Lineup

National Day of Iran
H.E. Mohammad Reza Fayyaz and his wife Bahinaz Farahani hosted a reception to celebrate the National Day of 
the Islamic Repubic of Iran and the Victory of Iran’s Islamic Revolution of 1979 which was held at the Embassy. 
The guest of Honour was H.H. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research, along with Al Hamili, Al Masood, Ali Al Hashimi, Advisor to the President. Many dignitaries 
and Ambassadors attended the event, as well as several members of the Iranian community. 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com

H.E. Somchai Charanasomboon, 
Ambassador of Thailand

Nelson Jose Silva, Maria De Los Angeles Arrieta Embassy of Argentina Trade Commissioner, Robert Noriega 
M, Minister Counselor, Venezuela Embassy 
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PHoTo FEaTurE 

H.E. Mohammad Reza Fayyaz Ambassador of Iran with Guests

Mohamed Reza Nejatian, Ehsan Fayyaz, Mojtaba Tajhizadh

Nicolaos Fournarakis, Consular Attaché Embassy 
of Greece

Embassy of  Islamic Republic of Iran

H.E. Mohammad Reza Fayyaz, Ambassador of Iran with Guest of Honour H.H. 
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research H.E. Mohammad Reza Fayyaz Ambassador of Iran, Opening Speech
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iran
National Day Events DuBaI - uaE

National Day of Iran
Ali Asghar Shafi, Consul General of Iran, hosted the National 
Day Celebration of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Dubai. The 
event was attended by the Ambassador of Iran in the UAE, H.E. 
Mohammad Reza Fayyaz. The Guest of Honour on the occasion 
was H.E. Dr Rashid Ahmad bin Fahad, UAE Minister for Water. 
Consuls General from different countries were also there to support 
the event along with members of the UAE - based Iranian, Emirati, 
and expatriate communities.

HE Mohammad Reza Fayyaz – Ambassador of Iran HE 
Dr Rashid Ahmad bin Fahad, UAE Minister for Water 
and HE Ali Asghar Shafi Consul General of Iran 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com

The Cake Cutting Ceremony

Shirin and Hassan Bordbar
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PHoTo FEaTurE 

HE. Mansyur Pangeran CG Indonesia , Tahir Fazal, HE Mohammed Abu Zafar CG Bangladesh, HE Elif Ulgen CG Turkey and HE Abdul Raheem CG- Sri Lanka

Abdullah Naeemat, Mr. Majid, Dr Mohammed Naeemat, & Guests Ambassador and Consul General of Iran 
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united states of america
National Day Events aBu DHaBI - uaE

United States’ 
President Day
HE Michael H. Corbin, Ambassador for the United 
States in the UAE, hosted the US President Day 
celebrations in Abu Dhabi. Guests of Honour included 
HE Sheikha Lubna bint Khaled Al Qasimi, Minister 
of Foreign Trade, HE Sultan bin Khalifa and HE 
Abdullah Al Masaood.  The lavish celebration was 
held at the Emirates Palace Hotel and was attended 
by representatives from numerous international 
organizations, the diplomatic corps and distinguished 
businessmen. During his opening speech, HE Michael 
H. Corbin highlighted the various aspects of the positive 
relationship between the UAE and the US.  Additionally, 
Emirati and US students from New York University 
and Masdar Institute of Science and Technology in Abu 
Dhabi also shared their experiences with the guests.  

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

H.E. Michael H Corbin Ambassador of United States with Sheikha Lubna bin Khaled Al Qasimi and Dignitaries 

Sandra Gallegos, Vera Wellman, and Ms. Dora

Vania Henry, wife of Luxembourg Ambassador and Margaret Hurtado

H. E. Vahagn Melikian, Ambassador of Armenia, H. E. Behar Bejko, 
Ambassador of Albania and H. E. Vural Altay, Ambassador of Turkey A M Youssef, Embassy of Egypt, Sherif Nagi, Embassy of Canada & Keri Bischop
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H.E. Michael H Corbin Ambassador of United 
States, Speech

H.E. Michael H Corbin Ambassador of United States with Sheikha Lubna bin Khaled Al Qasimi

Devender N. Chugh, Timothy Muelder, American Embassy and Dr Mansour Malik

US Army Flag Carriers

H. E. Dato Adnan Zainal Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam with spouse

Mrs Lauren Arnold, Mr. John L Habib, Mr. Saleh and Mrs Khouloud Muqattash 
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L.Victor Hurtado  and Abul Rehman Saif Al Ghuriar

united states of america
National Day Events DuBaI

H.E Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi is joined by Ambassador Corbin, US Consul General, Justine Siberell and his wife for the cake cutting ceremony.

H.E Justin Siberell, Consul General of USA

United States’ 
President Day

The Consul General of United States of America 
in Dubai, H.E Justin Siberell hosted the US 
President’s Day reception in Dubai at an impressive 
ceremony which was attended by a large number 
of dignitaries in addition to members of the 
Consular Corps of Dubai.  The Guest of Honor was 
H.E Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi UAE Minister for 
Foreign Trade. The US Consul General impressed 
all the guest with his impeccable welcome address 
in Arabic which won a lot of applause from the 
guest. The US Ambassador in the UAE was also 
present on the occasion.Commander Paul Hobbes, Julie Brown and Edmund Brown 
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PHoTo FEaTurE 

Yousaf Bobokalonov and Adam Utesch Ali Hussoin, Shyroso, & Yaqoob Al Ali

Ali Odeh  and Issam Galadari Guests at the event

John Simons, and Ludmila Yamalova Robert H. Arbuckle, Nada and Elie El-Mir 
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canada
National day Events  aBu DHaBI 

Canada National 
Flag Day 
H.E. Ken Lewis, Ambassador of Canada, and his wife, Mrs Wendy 
Lewis hosted the National Flag Day of Canada at the Beach Rotana 
Hotel in Abu Dhabi. H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansouri, Minister of 
Economy, was Guest of Honour and helped to celebrate the occasion. 
Guests at the event included several diplomats and members of the 
Canadian business community.  

Mrs Wendy Lewis, wife of Ambassador of CanadaH.E. Ken Lewis, Ambassador of Canada During the Speech

H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansouri, Minister of 
Economy During the Speech Official Lineup Official Lineup

H.E. Ken Lewis, Ambassador of Canada 
H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansouri, Minister of Economy
H. E. Abdullah Moh’d Al Osman, Ambassador of Qatar

Guest: Viyada Charanasomboon, wife of Thai Ambassador
Martha Hlophe, wife of Swaziland Ambassador
Aytan Gahramanov, wife of Azerbaijan Ambassador
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PHoTo FEaTurE 

Patt Cunningham, Martin Pyrgos, Imad Arafat

Nora Rogers, Valerie Chisholm, Annmarie Mac Innes, Natalie Gouthro

Aisha and Imran Shaikh   
H.E. Ken Lewis, Ambassador of Canada

Dr Saria Salman, Sireen Salman

Kevin Oosthuizen, Embassy of South Africa
H.E. Ephrahim M. Hlophe, Ambassador of Swaziland
Raul L. Chirinos M., Embassy of Venezuela

Armine Melikian, wife of Ambassador of Armenia
Jaana Simila, wife of Ambassador of Finland 
Dr Andrea Bencsik Gyuris, wife of Ambassador of Hungary
H.E. Ilkka-Pekka Simila, Ambassador of Finland

H.E. Vural Altay, Ambassador of Turkey Karin Lauritsch, wife of Ambassador 
of Austria Franziska Isliker, Embassy of Switzerland H.E. Julius Lauritsch, 
Ambassador of Austria
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H.E. M.M. Abdul RaheemH.E. M.M. Abdul Raheem
Daniel Evans
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INTErVIEw

International Diplomat – Firstly, thank 
you for taking the time to talk to us. Tell us 
about your background, how long you have 
been in the UAE and what were you doing 
before you came to the UAE?

H.E Abdul Rahim (AR) I was posted 
here to Dubai and the Northern Emirates 
as Consul General of Sri Lanka in January 
2011, so I have just completed my first 
year. The Consulate jurisdiction covers six 
emirates - Dubai, Sharjah, Umm al Quwain, 
Ajman, Ras al Khaimah and Fujairah - so 
we have a lot of work, especially with the 
labour migrants and related issues. This is 
my fifth overseas posting and I have been 
in the Foreign Service for the last twenty 
years.  I was first posted to Pakistan, then 
to Moscow, then to Mumbai as the Consul 
General, then Frankfurt and, now, Dubai. 

International Diplomat – How have you 
found the UAE compared to your previous 
postings?

AR – Dubai is a busy place, a happening 
place, and whilst I don’t want to make too 
many comparisons with previous locations as 
they’re different situations, Dubai is very busy 
especially with VIP movements. Last night 
I was at the airport as VIPs were coming 
through so I had to meet them. We also 
have a very big Sri Lankan community here, 
roughly 250,000 Sri Lankans. Of that, around 
40% are domestic helpers and we have many 
issues with people having different problems 
so we have a lot of work here. In addition, 
the diplomatic community is very active, the 
business community is active, Dubai is a hub 
and so life is very busy. 

International Diplomat – I want to talk 
to you about the current trade ties between 
the UAE and Sri Lanka. What is the scope of 
trade between both countries? 

AR – The trade relations between Sri 
Lanka and the UAE is very cordial. Total 
trade between the two countries in 2010 
was US$570m. Interestingly, this increased 
in 2011 to US$800m as two-way trade has 
increased. The UAE is the largest market 
in the Gulf for Sri Lankan products and Sri 
Lanka’s largest import market for oil is the 
UAE. Our major export from Sri Lanka is tea 
that accounts for 50-60% of the total exports 
to the UAE. 

Then we have ready-made garments, 
porcelain, spices, gems and jewellery and 
other miscellaneous products. The imports 
to Sri Lanka from the UAE are mostly 
oil, gas, petroleum products and certain 
electronic goods. 

International Diplomat – What future 
arrangements between the two countries do 
you expect to see with regards to trade?  - 
Should be replaced with  :   What steps are 
you taking to further expand the business, 

trade and commerce relations between both 
countries. 

AR – Dubai is already a connecting hub, 
a trading hub, and we are also developing 
Colombo as a trading hub for South Asia. 
Our main target, after peace in the country in 
2009 and the defeat of the LTTE, is to develop 
Colombo as a trading hub as geographically 
it is in an ideal location and connects East to 
West. Sri Lankan companies are looking into 
the Gulf market through Dubai. We will try 
to increase our trade connection between 
the UAE and Sri Lanka before increasing 
trade within the whole Gulf. We have been 
exchanging trade delegations between the 
two countries. In the last quarter of 2011, a 

high-powered trade delegation was led by HE 
Sheikha Lubna al Qasimi, the foreign trade 
minister for the UAE. HE met the President, 
Prime Minister and the Trade Minister of Sri 
Lanka and we have exchanged various notes 
on expanding trade.

Some of the major roles of the Sri Lankan 
consulate in the UAE are to promote Sri 
Lanka, promote trade in Sri Lanka and 
promote tourism in Sri Lanka. We encourage 
the private companies from the UAE to go 
to Sri Lanka and we do matchmaking. Also, 
when Sri Lankan companies are visiting 
Dubai, we arrange meetings and business 
networking with their local counterparts. 
Finally, we provide them with information 
on the UAE and Gulf markets.

International Diplomat – So for a UAE-
based businessman, there are many business 
opportunities in Sri Lanka? 

AR – Since the dawn of peace in 2009, 
investment is increasing, as are opportunities 
for tourism. Already we have hit the target of 
800,000 tourist arrivals in 2011 and achieved 
visitor numbers up to 850,000. That is the 
largest number of tourists to arrive in a year in 
Sri Lanka’s history and this year we are aiming 
for about one million people. The problem is 
the shortage of hotel rooms. We have around 
14,000 rooms but we want 40,000 rooms and 
our target is to make Sri Lanka a ‘Wonder of 
Asia.’ We want to achieve this by 2016 as well 
as increasing the average income per capita 
from US$2,500 to US$4,000 and for GDP to 
grow at 8% per annum. 

We now have two international airports 
and we want to have five seaports. We are 
doing this to increase trade opportunities 
and so, for UAE-based businessmen, there 
are investment opportunities in tourism, 
manufacturing and the service sectors. The 

other advantage we have is that, while the 
Sri Lankan market is only a population of 20 
million people, we have a free trade agreement 
with India and Pakistan that allows access to 
a population of 1.5 billion people. This has 
already been implemented and is successful. 
Products manufactured in Sri Lanka can be 
sent to India and Pakistan with zero duty so 
investors in manufacturing in Sri Lanka can 
easily reach a market in India and Pakistan.

International Diplomat – This means 
investing in Sri Lanka opens your company 
up to the entire sub-continent?

AR – Very much so, and the incentives we 
are giving in the region are very attractive. 

We are giving tax breaks, duty-free imports 
and land is given on 99-year lease. We also 
have a one-stop investment centre. When 
an investor comes, he doesn’t need to go 
to various institutions and organizations 
to get work done. We have one centre for 
investors so you go there, submit your 
project proposals, and get directed to various 
departments within the same centre. 

International Diplomat – How has 
tourism recovered, not only with the end of 
the conflict with the LTTE, but also after 
the terrible Boxing Day tsunami? As you 
mentioned, tourism is increasing. Should we 
expect to see it keep increasing?

AR – Our target is to get 2.5 million 
tourists a year by 2016 and we think this is 
achievable. Now, because of the unrest in the 
Middle East and the economic downturn 
in Europe, travellers are looking for new 
and better locations to fit their budget. Sri 
Lanka is iInternational Diplomatal and it has 
everything. 

Within two or three hours’ travelling, 
you can go to the beach, to the historical 
sights and to the “up country”. Travellers 
who are visiting for five to seven days can 
see everything they want. We also have eight 
daily flights from Sri Lanka to the UAE 
proviInternational Diplomatd by a variety 
of airlines, including Emirates, Etihad, 
Air Arabia, Sri Lankan and FlyDubai. This 
shows how well-connected Colombo and 
the UAE are. 

International Diplomat – Sri Lanka just 
celebrated its National Day. How was it 
celebrated within the UAE?

AR – This was our 64th Independence Day 
anniversary and we were under colonization 
for more than three centuries. We became 
independent in 1948 but, unfortunately, 

I am generally upbeat about business prospects 
for Indians. There are many groups operating in 

the retail sector....
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the people of Sri Lanka had to fight against 
terrorism for more than three decades. 
This has been a setback for the people and 
very unfortunate for Sri Lanka. It has been 
destructive for the country and has slowed 
down economic progress compared to the 
other countries in the region. Now, with the 
dawn of peace in the country, we are quickly 
recovering. National Day was marked in the 
historical capital of Sri Lanka; previously 
you couldn’t even raise a flag in some parts 
of the country. 

We had a very nice National Day 
celebration in Dubai. We had our official 
celebration in the Consulate with religious 
observations and blessings from religious 
dignitaries. The message of the President, 
Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister 
was read out to a large gathering of three 
to four hundred people gathered in the 
Consulate who were served with Sri Lankan 
food. We also had an official diplomatic 
reception on February 6th at Le Meridian 
hotel where we invited foreign diplomats, 
UAE officials, businessmen and other 
Sri Lankan nationals. It was a very large 
gathering and we had a performance carried 
out by Sri Lankan children living in Dubai. 
They were professionally trained and it was 
very eye-opening for them as it was the first 
Sri Lankan National Day celebration that we 
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had held for the diplomatic community. The 
idea of the celebration, and the objective, 
was to promote Sri Lanka and the image of 
the country. 

International Diplomat – It would seem 
fair to say that the future is looking bright 
for Sri Lanka now?

AR – Definitely, and we now find that a lot 
of UAE Nationals are travelling to Sri Lanka. 
Last year we found that lots of Emirati people 
came with their families who had never 
been before because of the problems in the 
country. Now they have seen the country 
and say how nice and how hospitable the 
people are. They all love it and I’ve seen a lot 
more enquiries from the Emiratis, citizens 
and businessmen about buying land in Sri 
Lanka. This is especially in the “up country”. 
Enquiries have been for things like acquiring 
a boutique hotel, a house to live in, or to buy 
small tea factories. Interest is increasing and 
now investors are going to Sri Lanka to buy 
land and build. 
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National Day of 
Sri Lanka
H.E. Ambassador Sarath Wjesinghe and his wife, 
Geetha Wjesinghe, hosted Sri Lanka’s National Day 
at the Hilton in Abu Dhabi. The Guest of honour was 
H.H. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister 
of Higher Education and Scientific Research. Also 
present at the ceremony was Alavi Moulana, Governor 
of the Western Province of Sri Lanka and many other 
distinguished guests. At the start of the celebration, a 
‘Torch of Friendship’ was lit by Ambassadors to signify 
peace and cooperation. 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

H.E. Ambassador of Sri Lanka Sarath Wjesinghe with H.E. Alavi Moulana, Governor of Western Province of Sri Lanka and Minister of Labor of the UAE

H.H. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan

Official Lineup and distinguished guests Welcome performance for guest of Honour

sri lanka
National Day Events aBu DHaBI - uaE
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H.E. Pablo Kang, Ambassador of Australia and H.E. Giorgio Starace, 
Ambassador of Italy

Dr Andrea Bencsik Gyuris, wife of Ambassador of Hungary and 
Dr Abdelwahab Mustafa, Government Advisor

Marzena and Praveen SelamuttuShereen Illcikkumbura, Kavitha Weerasinghe and Roland Grossman

Sri Lankan dance performersAmbassador with spouse
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National Day of 
Sri Lanka
National Day of Sri Lanka in Dubai was hosted by 
the Consul General of Sri Lanka in Dubai H.E Abdul 
Raheem. The traditional ceremony showcased the rich 
culture of Sri Lanka with traditional dances and drums 
to welcome the guests that included Diplomats and 
other distinguished personalities from Emirati, Expat 
and Sri Lankan community in UAE. UAE Minister 
H.E Abdul Rahman Mohammed Al Owais graced the 
occasion with his presence alongside the Ambassador 
of Sri Lanka to the UAE

sri lanka
National Day Events DuBaI - uaE

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

 H.E Young Jong Hong CG, Korea, H.E Dona Turk CG, Lebanon, H.E Sarath Wijesinghe Ambassador, Sri Lanka, H.E Abdulrahman Mohamed Al Owais 
Minister of Cultural Youth Development, H.E MM Abdul Raheem CG, Sri Lanka, H.E Ismat Ageed Siddiq C.G, Iraq at cake cutting ceremony

H.E MM Abdul Raheem, H.E Mohammed Al Owais & H.E Sarath Wijesinghe

Tatiana Al Aroud, Shayesteh LaBelle and Monica HongNadia Noor, Febie Masoor and Hoorin Mumtaz 
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H.E Tariq Iqbal Soomro, CG Pakistan and Dr Al-NaeematWelcome dance performance by Sri Lankan dancers

Dignitaries at the event.

H.E. Ismat Ageed Siddiq C.G. Iraq, H.E. Dona Turk C.G. Lebanon and H.E. 
Qasem Radwan C.G. Palestine

H.E. Young Jong Hong C.G. Korea, H.E. Sanjay Verma C.G. India, Majid Sultan

Tahir Fazal, H.E. Ali Asghar Shafiee CG Iran and Mahmoud Amani D.C.G, Iran 

H.E Cristiano dos Santos C.G Mozambique and Abdul Rahman Saif AlGhurair

H.E MM Abdul Raheem, CG Sri Lanka, Speech
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brunei darussalam 
National Day Events DuBaI - uaE

Official lineup

Rozina Zambasri, Puspawadi Arham and Rahimah Anthonijsz

Mariam Zainal, wife of Ambassador of Brunei with ladies from the Brunei community

National Day 
of Brunei 
Darussalam 

H.E. Haji bin Haji Zainal, the Ambassador of 
Brunei in the UAE, and his wife, Mrs Mariam 
Zainal, hosted the 28th National Day of Brunei 
Darussalam in Abu Dhabi recently.  The 
occasion was celebrated with a stylish reception 
at the Hilton Hotel Abu Dhabi’s stunning Al 
Qasr Ballroom.  

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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H.E. Vural Altay, Ambassador of Turkey, H.E. Somchai Charanasomboon, Ambassador of  
Thailand and H.E. Haji bin Haji Zainal, Ambassador of Brunei

Salah Suleiman Al Haddad, Embassy of Kuwait 
and Salim Habib Al-Omairi, Embassy of Oman

Ambassador’s spouses

Mariam Zainal, wife of Ambassador of Brunei and guest

Nguyen The Phong, Embassy of Vietnam, Lely Meiliani, Embassy of Indonesia, 
Luong Minh Duong, Embassy of Vietnam and Ronny Anthonijsz

Hiskandar Zulkarnaen Hasshim, Embassy of Singapore, Ashkan Nassabi, 
Embassy of USA and OH Beng Chin

Dr Khairah Zeinel and Saad Jasim

March 2012   P-39 www.thediplomatmagazine.com



Business Diplomacy INTErVIEw

Lisa Crowther

Swiss Business Council
Dubai and Northern 
Emirates

The Swiss Business Council (SBC) 
is a non-profit organisation 
with 240 members. Founded 
in 1996 and licensed by the 
UAE Chamber of Commerce 

& Industry, it has successfully promoted the 
interests and activities of companies and 
individuals between Switzerland and the 
UAE for 15 years. 

Overseen by an Executive Committee 
(ExCom) of nine professionals and the Swiss 
Consul General, His Excellency Walter 
Deplazes, the SBC hold regular monthly 
meetings. The ExCom organizes numerous 
social and business networking events and 
hosts a diverse calendar of presentations 
throughout the year, opening up dialogue 
for prominent local and expatriate speakers. 
Its business events represent a broad scope 
of industry sectors that the Swiss expatriate 
community are involved in. It interacts too 
with the Swiss Embassy, the Swiss Consulate 
and the Swiss Business Hub of Dubai.

Mr Harradine, who was elected 
democratically and has no limit on his 10-year 
term in office, has had just one predecessor, as 
he says ‘we had just one other President and 
the first was in the role for five years!’

Having lived in Dubai for 34 years, Mr 
Harradine has witnessed Dubai’s progress, 
marveling at how the country has developed 
in such a short space of time and what is still 
achievable. ‘I think Dubai is a miracle. When 
you think what has been done with a patch of 
sand it is incredible.’ 

The length of time Mr Harradine has lived 
in the region has proved beneficial in his 
role at the SBC. When it comes to advising 
Swiss expats, his experience of the business 
landscape has been an asset as he explains, 
‘we’ve been here a long time and have first-
hand experience. SBC’s Committee has a 
variety of companies, traders, contractors 
and people who have gone through the 
process so we can advise people what to do 
and what not to do. Also, because we have 
been here a long time, we have an extensive 
network and we try to use this network for 
our members.’

The Growth of Swiss-UAE Diplomatic and 
Economic Ties

The Swiss expatriate community was 
attracted to this region by the burgeoning oil 
industry in the 1970s coupled with a soaring 
demand for luxury items, as Mr Harradine 
describes. ‘When I first arrived, there were 
only about 50 of us here involved in the 
oil-related business and starting up a few 
companies. Switzerland is very well-known 
for its luxury goods, watches, chocolate, 
cheese and jewelry and the first Swiss people 
here also represented these sectors.’

Three decades ago, there were no formal 
Swiss diplomatic agencies present. Originally, 

Mr Peter Harradine, the charismatic long-term President of the 
Swiss Business Council (SBC), was appointed as their figurehead 
ten years ago. As President, Mr Harradine works hard to stimulate 
Swiss business in the region and in so doing, boost the commercial 
relationship between the UAE and Switzerland. Here, he tells the 
International Diplomat about the ‘miracle’ of Dubai’s progress and 
about SBC’s imminent relocation to the new Swiss Tower – ‘the 
highest Swiss tower in the world’.
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there was an Honorary Consul in the region 
as Mr Harradine clarifies. ‘We didn’t have an 
Embassy in the UAE until about 15 years ago. 
Our Ambassador in Saudi was responsible 
for the UAE.’ Today, however, the SBC co-
operates closely with the Swiss Consul 
General and their Embassy, as Mr Harradine 
adds, ‘I have the opportunity to represent 
the SBC regularly and whenever people visit 
the Swiss Consulate they receive one of our 
directories. We are very active and a lot of 
people enjoy being a member.’

The Role of the Swiss Business Council
The principle of the SBC is to support 

members and Swiss interests in the region 
and to bridge the gap between the Swiss 
companies that are in Switzerland and those 
who would like to establish themselves in 
the UAE. The SBC’s objective is to develop 
and reinforce contacts between Swiss 
organisations and associations who share 
a mutual interest in the UAE. They will 
recommend members to relevant companies 
in the UAE and offer support to the Swiss 
companies that are already here. Finally, the 
business council will link UAE companies to 
related Swiss companies back in Switzerland.

SBC members pay a nominal fee and the 
council has a number of honorary members 
and event sponsors which, in the main, 
are Swiss companies or local companies 
representing Swiss interests. Membership is 
healthy, especially in relation to the size of the 
Swiss community, and have grown steadily 
over the years, a positive indication for Swiss 
business, as Mr Harradine confirms. ‘When 
you look at other nationalities here and the 
amount of their members, our membership 
percentage is very high as we do not have as 
many expats here. Our expats number only 
1,400 but this is increasing.’

Mr Harradine is accustomed to the unique 
business culture that exists in the UAE and 
is on-hand to advise his members how to 
navigate this environment. ‘The culture of 
business is completely different in the UAE 
and that is why the SBC exists. We are here 
to explain business dealings, as they are 
not the same as in Switzerland. It is very 
important that we convey this advice to 
Swiss companies. One of the things I repeat 
is that here you have to follow up, follow up, 
follow up and take it easy as business will not 
happen overnight.’

Investing in Dubai’s Future
Mr Harradine is confident that the future is 

positive for the region and is happy to impart 
this optimism to his Swiss compatriots, as he 
says, ‘the Swiss are conservative and when 
people ask me “is this the right moment 
to invest in Dubai”, I keep telling them 
“yes”, as I think Dubai has a great future. I 
like the dynamism of Dubai and there are 

opportunities here and a lot of competition. 
I advise Swiss companies and individuals to 
come and invest. Dubai is also a hub for so 
many different countries, for example, what 
a Rolex importer does here is incredible, 
astounding. He doesn’t just sell in Dubai, he 
sells to the whole region.’

The SBC membership is indicative of this 
and reflects the increasing number of Swiss 
companies coming to the region. Just as the 
UAE rode out its brief recession a few years 
ago, Mr Harradine believes that the UAE 
remains financially buoyant in contrast to 
the deflated economies in Europe. ‘Right 
now complete countries cannot pay, but 
Dubai is fine economically and has proven it 
can take steps in the right direction.’

Green Growth Initiatives
Prospects for Swiss business are in demand 

generally, but as Mr Harradine explains, one 
area of expertise where the Swiss can serve 
the UAE is in providing a blueprint for a 
Green sustainable future. Referring to His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum the Ruler of Dubai’s recent 
pledge to make the UAE a Green Area, Mr 
Harradine is confident about the input the 
Swiss could make in this field.  ‘The Swiss 
are experts in renewable energy and in 
insulation. Buildings in the UAE were not 
really built to insulate against the heat and 
the waste of energy is incredible, whereas 
the Swiss are high-tech building specialists 
in insulation and renewable energy. This is 
something we can really help with here. I 
think saving energy is going to be, and should 
be, a priority. H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum has declared that this is 
going to be a Green area and, as he is taking 
charge of it, I have big hopes!’

The Swiss Tower in Dubai
In 2006, the SBC decided that they would 

like to build a dedicated Swiss Tower in 
Dubai, prioritizing Swiss companies who 
might be keen to occupy space there. Fast-
forward six years and they are looking 
forward to moving into the 40-storey Swiss 
Tower. This imposing structure dominates 
the Jumeirah Lake Towers district. Strikingly 
tall, it is also the highest Swiss Tower in the 
world. 

The Swiss Tower is home to around 30% of 
Swiss-related businesses, which will probably 
increase, as Mr Harradine anticipates, ‘more 
and more Swiss companies are interested 
in the building.’ Swiss Business Tower is 
a testament to what the Swiss expatriate 
community has achieved here.

When Mr Harradine is not heading up 
the SBC, he is, by profession, a landscape 
architect and is Managing Director for 
Orient Irrigation Services. He is also a Golf 
Course Architect for Harradine Golf. 
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With a lifetime career in 
hotels, spent mostly 
in Dubai, Mr Lawless 
has over 30 years’ 
experience as an 

hotelier in the luxury end of the market. 
He joined the Jumeirah Group in 1997, 
as Managing Director, the same year 
the company was founded. Based at the 
Group’s global headquarters in the heart 
of Madinat Jumeirah, he describes his role 
and what it has been like working with 
the Group from the start. ‘I am involved 
in the overall business, the nuts and bolts, 
the strategy delivery as well as the strategy 
setting. It has been a great privilege to be 
involved in Dubai’s development and quite 
an adventure and a journey to be on. 

I have great affection for this country and 
have spent most of my adult life and career 
in Dubai and the UAE.’ 

From the outset, the Jumeirah Group was 
destined for success, grabbing the world’s 
attention when it opened its first premises, 
the Jumeirah Beach Hotel, in November 
1997. It was a momentous start, as Mr Lawless 
recalls. ‘It was an interesting time and Dubai’s 
progress has been nothing short of incredible. 
At that time the Jumeirah Beach Hotel was 
literally groundbreaking in that it was quite a 
large hotel and also extremely luxurious. The 
cutting edge architecture was also something 
to behold. It really set the scene for what I 
would say is the modern development of 
tourism for Dubai.’

Jumeirah’s Integrated Resort and the 

Gerald Lawless
Executive Chairman of the Jumeirah Group
Mr Gerald Lawless, Executive Chairman of the Jumeirah Group, has been instrumental in developing 
the Group’s iconic hotels and shaping their “Stay Different” trademark. Here, he tells the International 
Diplomat about the origins of the Group, the courageous vision of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Rashid Al Maktoum and the meteoric rise of tourism in Dubai. 
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Rise of the Burj 
In the late 1990s, the Jumeirah Beach Hotel 

formed just one part of the overall integrated 
resort on Jumeirah Beach that included the 
world-renowned ‘seven-star’ Burj Al Arab 
hotel and the Wild Wadi water park. The 
ambitious first development caused quite 
a stir, initially because of its sheer audacity. 
It had its critics, as Mr Lawless remembers. 
‘The Burj Al Arab was finished in December 
1999 and opened to huge international 
acclaim. Again there was a lot of attention 
and scepticism with people thinking that this 
place is never going to work. How can you 
have such a huge hotel with only 202 suites? 
The smallest suite is only 175 square metres 
and every room is a duplex. His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed always had great 
confidence that this would work but like so 
many things he has done, he had to do it first 
to show that it would.’

Mr Lawless admires the vision that defined 
the early years of the Jumeirah Group and is 
rightly proud of the signature hotels that have 
come to define Dubai. ‘The Jumeirah Group 
has been a great success. We like to think of 
the Burj Al Arab as the Sydney Opera House 
of Dubai. His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
hoped that the Burj Al Arab would put Dubai 
on the map as a symbol of the country and it 
was forward thinking. The actual design – in 
the shape of a billowing sail - was so relevant 
to Dubai’s culture. His Highness decided he 
wanted the hotel to come straight out of the 
sea, as its own island, and this gave it a huge 
impact. Today it still stands alone. The impact 
it made on the skyline will always be here.’

Today, the Burj attracts celebrities and 
returning guests from all over the globe and 
Mr Lawless is keen to stress its commercial 
success too. 

Destination Dubai
To develop iconic hotels such as the 

Jumeirah Beach Hotel and the striking Burj 
Al Arab took a lot of courage, especially from 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed as Mr 
Lawless reiterates. ‘It was courageous to see 
that tourism was going to be the major pillar 
of the whole industry of Dubai and I think 
we have proven that in the last few years, 
even despite the recession, the 

number of visitors to Dubai has continued 
to increase. Dubai is very much an example 
of a business-friendly country that has so 
much done the right thing by reinvesting in 
infrastructure over the course of the years, 
under extremely wise leadership and it is a 
great place to live.’

Several interplaying factors helped carve 
out the right climate for hotels and tourism 
to thrive in Dubai, as Mr Lawless observes. 
‘The establishment of Emirates Airlines has 
been vital for our growth as any successful 
destination has to have serious airlift, 
particularly in Dubai where everyone flies to 
get here. The creation and establishment of 
Emirates Airlines has been nothing short of 
ingenious. Emirates has been so important 
and so successful in creating a quality brand, 
not only for them, but for promoting Dubai 
so effectively.’

Mr Lawless has been closely involved with 
the World Travel and Tourism Council on 
their board and is also intrinsically linked 
with the Aviation Travel and Tourism 
Agendas Council, for the Royal Economic 
Forum. ‘Running alongside both that is 
the pillar of the tourist industry, the Dubai 
Tourist and Commerce Marketing Board 
who continue to promote and bring business 
into Dubai which has worked so well for us. 
We constantly talk about the benefit of travel 
and tourism worldwide in bringing wealth 
and employment in to local communities and 
developing countries.’

He is also a member of the executive 
committee of the World Travel and Tourism 
Council, a fellow member of the Institute of 
Hospitality and a member of the board of 
directors of NASDAQ Dubai.

In unchartered territory and unsure of 
the economic and tourism boom that would 
eventually hit Dubai, the Jumeirah Group 
went on to target the business market, 
opening the Emirates Towers complex in 
April 2000. With 55,000 square metres 
of office space and over 400 bedrooms, 
architecturally, Mr Lawless considers that 
even today, the Emirates Towers are the 
most attractive buildings along the Sheikh 
Zayed Road. He admires too, the foresight 
behind the building of their hotels.  ‘People 
believed that there would be a demand for 
these hotels. It was a courageous thing to do 

by His Highness as building the 
Emirates Towers was 

done well ahead of the boom in Dubai.’
By 2011, already accustomed to receiving 

accolades, Emirates Towers won the UK 
Business Traveller Middle Eastern Hotel of 
the Year Award for its ninth successive year. 
Mr Lawless remarks on these achievements 
with a nod to His Highness’s foresight and 
enterprising outlook for the Jumeirah Group. 
‘It is great to see how the country has evolved 
and the leadership role it has taken in the 
region. The Jumeirah Group has also ridden 
the wave of the boom in Dubai.’ 

In 2001 the concept document for the 
impressive Madinat Jumeirah was drawn 
up, as he describes, ‘we wanted something 
that was different from the modern 
architecture, which in itself was very 
appropriate for Modern Dubai. It has been 
an interesting journey.’

Going Global
By early 2000, the Group had a strong 

presence in Dubai and London and continued 
to expand. At the end of 2004, and now as 
part of DP World, the Group made its mark 
in the United Sates by acquiring Essex House 
in New York. Fast-forward to 2011, and the 
Jumeirah Group has 17 hotels, with premises 
in Frankfurt, Rome, Majorca, Shanghai and 
the Maldives to name but a few.  

 
Secret of “STAY DIFFERENT™” 

Since being appointed Executive 
Chairman, Mr Lawless has continued to 
develop their trademark “Jumeirah — STAY 
DIFFERENT™” brand, which has become 
synonymous with high standards and forms 
the backbone of the company’s formidable 
image. ‘When we say “Stay Different” it is 
in everything’, explains Mr Lawless. ‘We are 
saying that as a guest, you are an individual 
and we want you to stay that way. We want 
each hotel to have its own personality, while 
still being very connected to the community. 
Whether it is a hotel we have in Shanghai or 
the Maldives, we are in the luxury market and 
the customer isn’t looking for a cookie-cutter 
type of hotel. Every hotel should have its own 
character and that’s why both internally and 
externally, from the architectural point of 
view, we like each hotel to be different.’

The Group take on the management and 
branding of their hotel and rather than 
owning the building. ‘We develop the magic 
and culture of Jumeirah around our people 

and our service delivery. We do it 
differently. We take over the total 

operation of the hotel. That’s 
how the model works and 

it’s a pretty dynamic 
and competitive 

b u s i n e s s , ’ 
says Mr 
Lawless.
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Three Enduring Principles
Jumeirah Group’s formula is unique and 

key to their success, which was defined early 
on with Mr Lawless at the helm, introducing 
his effective three-pronged strategy. ‘Right 
from the start we wanted to have three simple, 
straightforward instructions that we all 
agreed to. We called them “Our Hallmarks”. 
Firstly, we promise we will always smile 
and greet the guest before the guest greets 
us. Secondly, as a first response to a guest’s 
request, we will never say no and thirdly, we 
treat each other with respect and integrity. 
They are very simple but they apply to all of 
us and it takes dedication to keep them going. 
Now 14 years on, people may want to add to 
them, but I say – no, there are three hallmarks 
and they will never change as long as I have 
anything to do with it!’

A Centre of Excellence
The company founded the Emirates 

Academy of Hospitality Management in 
2001 with Mr Lawless as Chairman to the 
Board of Governors. The Academy competes 
with hospitality industry providers and 
attracts high-calibre students, delivering the 
best all-round education. Their Hospitality 
Management degrees are fully accredited 
by the Ministry of Higher Education, as Mr 
Lawless says, ‘we were determined to develop 
our own brand for the Emirates Academy and 
we’ve had great success with it. 

About 50% of our students come from 
outside the region, with 20-25% from Europe. 
They come to Dubai and look at our academy 
as a Centre of Excellence for learning about 
the hospitality industry. It is not a craft-
training college but a management university.’

Today, they continue to expand at an 
unprecedented rate and even during 
the interview there is the mention of a 
new acquisition for a stunning hotel in 
Instanbul. Mr Lawless says, ‘By July 2012, 
we will have doubled our portfolio, 18 
months on to 20 hotels! 

We hope to open in Kuwait and we take a 
serviced apartment building on in London, 
Park Lane soon. As well as the recently 
opened Zabeel Saray hotel on the Palm in 
Dubai, we also plan to open the Jumeirah 
Creekside Hotel in July 2012, where the 
Aviation Club is currently located.’

Aside from hotels, the Jumeirah Group 
also has a successful restaurant division. 
The Noodle House franchise numbers 
around 20 establishments with a further 20 
under construction.

Mr Lawless’s outlook for the Jumeirah 
Group and for the popularity of Dubai as a 
destination is positive. ‘We have over eight 
million tourists a year. People just love to come 
to the UAE for a holiday and I think that this is 
going to continue long into the future.

The Turtle Rehabilitation Centre at the Burj Al Arab. 
Each year a number of Gulf turtles are nursed back to 

health before being released back into the sea.

Jumeirah Vittaveli Madinat Jumeirah

Jumeirah Grand Hotel via Veneto, Rome Jumeirah Port Soller Mallerca

Jumeirah Carlton Tower
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Meet the Better Half aMBaSSaDor’S SPouSE

Mrs Wendy Lewis
Canadian Ambassador’s wife and President of the Diplomatic 
Group for the spouses of Ambassadors in Abu Dhabi

Lisa Crowther
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Mrs Lewis has lived in Abu 
Dhabi for just over two 
years, in her husband’s 
first posting as an 
Ambassador and their first 

time together in a Middle Eastern country. 
After her marriage, the couple moved to 
her husband’s native Canada (where she 
learnt French) before embarking on her first 
diplomatic trip to Tokyo, in Japan, where they 
remained for five years. As a natural linguist, 
learning languages for Mrs Lewis has been 
a constant priority during their travels and 
Mrs Lewis has mastered an incredible eight 
languages along the way. She prepared herself 
for their move to Japan by studying Japanese 
even before setting foot in Tokyo! ‘Before you 
leave to go to a country you have two weeks 
to a month of intensive training, so I learnt 
Japanese!’

This love of languages continued through 
subsequent posting to Seoul, Bangkok, 
Jakarta and Beijing, as she says, ‘my desire 
is to learn the language of every country I 
live in. I always like to know the country, 
learn about the inner part of that country. 
Knowing the language is very important. I 
talk to the shopkeepers and the everyday 
people on the street.’

Mrs Lewis also likes to immerse herself 
in the culture of the country they are posted 
to, as she explains, ‘the best part about being 
a diplomat’s wife is the travel. You learn a 
lot about the culture in depth and not just 
superficially because you live in that country.’

Accustomed to experiencing different 
cultures from an early age, Mrs Lewis has 
an exotic Chinese-Malay background. She 
was brought up in a Chinese environment 
in Malaysia, speaking both Chinese and 
Cantonese, learning Chinese traditions 
and fostering an early passion for cooking 
by observing her mother. Mrs Lewis 
studied in England. ‘I think in English and 
I speak Chinese when I’m at home. The 
most important thing is maintaining my 
traditions and I try to share as much of my 
culture as possible.’

As a diplomat’s wife, her days are busy 
which she prefers. ‘I thrive on being busy 

and I am very active. In my case, I love 
cooking so usually I cook myself for official 
functions. It is very Malaysian of me that 
I like to host and I love entertaining. My 
husband and I entertain a lot because I love 
socializing and cooking!’

President of DGSA
In 2011, Mrs Lewis was elected President 

of the Diplomatic Group for the spouses 
of Ambassadors (DGSA), having been a 
committee member since her arrival in 
October 2009. The DGSA was established 
first and foremost to provide support to 
spouses of Ambassadors arriving in the UAE, 
as Mrs Lewis confirms. ‘If it is your first time 
as an Ambassador’s wife or the first time you 
have come to a Middle Eastern posting, it is 
not always easy. We try to connect with each 
other. We welcome newcomers and host a 
reception for a spouse who is leaving. We 
ask them to talk about their life here and we 
present them with a farewell gift.’

Every country’s spouse is invited to be a 
member of DGSA and the Group currently 
has 70 fee-paying members. They meet 
monthly and are run by an Executive 
Committee. The President, who is voted in 
annually,has a busy job, as Mrs Lewis agrees. 
‘It is a lot of work being President. I am empty-
nested and don’t have younger children so it 
is easier for me. We have 10 people on the 
Executive Committee and different people on 
our Committee organize different events.’

At every general meeting, a spouse will 
volunteer to host the meeting at their house 
and prepare a traditional meal. ‘During 
our last meeting, the Korean Ambassador’s 
wife prepared Korean food and traditional 
Korean music was played. It is a good 
experience and the ladies enjoy tasting food 
from different countries.’ Members will 
then plan events and decide which causes 
to support. Their meetings might have an 
educational dimension to them, as Mrs 
Lewis describes.‘At our next meeting we have 
a representative from the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) who will 
be speaking about the UN’s current projects 
such as the Somalia Famine Fund, which we 

have recently donated money to.’

Supporting Local Charities 
Primarily, the DGSA members coordinate 

numerous charitable projects throughout 
the year, focusing on local charities, but 
supporting natural disaster funds abroad too, 
as Mrs Lewis explains, ‘most of the ladies feel 
that since we are in the UAE we should help 
the charities here. On top of what you have 
to do for your own community, we try to 
support each other.’

During her first year in Abu Dhabi, and 
as a DGSA committee member, she helped 
organize a cultural, fund raising event, which 
represented a number of countries from 
around the world. The impressive event 
was held at the Women’s Union under the 
patronage of Her Highness Sheihka Fatima 
bint Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
whose organization works tirelessly to 
promote a variety of children’s and women’s 
educational projects. Mrs Lewis proudly 
adds, ‘whatever funds we made H.H. Sheihka 
Fatima matched. We made a million dirhams 
which went towards the Future Centre and 
the Special Care Centre.’

The Group is looking forward to the 
publication of their illustrated book of 
children’s stories from across the world which 
will be launched at the March 2012 Book Fair. 
The proceeds will be donated to the Al Ain 
Care and Rehabilitation Centre for children 
with special needs. Mrs Lewis provides more 
details: ‘itis going to be a lot of work and all 
the spouses will help. We will do readings 
with the children and will set up a corner at 
the Book Fair. At a later date, we will have 
another launch and invite one of the royal 
family to attend.’

As an Ambassador’s wife and the President 
of the DGSA, Mrs Lewis is indeed kept 
occupied, but she wouldn’t have it any other 
way. She does, however, allow time for the 
gym, which she values. ‘It is fun being a 
diplomat’s wife but it is strenuous, your life is 
not your own in many ways. I set aside time 
for myself and I love to go to the gym. It is 
important that you put aside time for yourself 
and your own activities.’

Mrs Wendy Lewis,wife of the Canadian Ambassador to the UAE, H.E. Kenneth Lewis, is the current 
President of the Diplomatic Group for the spouses of Ambassadors (DGSA). Here she tells the 
International Diplomat about combining two equally active roles and her passion for cooking, travelling 
and languages. In her words,‘the best way to truly understand a culture is by living in that country and 
learning the language.’
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Diplomatic Events DuBaI - uaE

Inter  
Business 
Council 
Networking 
Event
The Swiss Business Council 
(SBC) organized a productive 
Inter Business Council 
Networking Event at the Park 
Hyatt Hotel recently in Dubai. 
As well as SBC members, the 
successful business function 
attracted over 800 guests from 
10 participating Business 
Councils from around the 
city. Business group members 
from the American, Canadian, 
Turkish, South African, Dutch, 
French and Italian business 
groups all attended the 
evening’s enterprising event. 

Bree Fraser, Anne Marie and Yves Girouard

inter business council, networking event

Nikola Stewrd and Julie Roseblade

Ibrahim M. Al Amiri, Faisal M. Al Amiri and Christian Lepsien

Jerome K. Thorson, Diane Thorson, James Hume and Massy Hume 

Abdo Kayali, Pekka Rautimo, Fawaz Kayali, Peter Harradine and Raymi 

Lili Delativa, April McCale and Susan Whistler 
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