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Dear Readers,
I start with wishing you a Happy and Prosperous New 

Year.  In this issue we carry a special feature giving a 
snapshot of  the important events of  2012, and although 
a lot more happened we tried to capture the events that 
caught the majority of  the attention.  The coming year 
seemed full of  promise and expectation. The leading 
hope is that of  peace. We hope that the future would be 
free from conflict and war and that we can resolve all our 
differences through dialogue and positive engagement.  In 
this context the recent comments by President Obama in 

which he spoke about the world entering a “decade of  Peace” are very encouraging.   
On a regional level things are still somewhat turbulent particularly in Syria 
however we must salute the humanitarian efforts led y the United Arab Emirates 
under the directives of  His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan to send 
aid to the refugees. 

The GCC summit ended with a very positive with member states agreeing to 
expand the scope of  the Gulf  Cooperation Council and agree a road map for future 
progress. 

On a more personal level, the Diplomat Magazine which is the first and the only 
licensed diplomatic publication in the UAE continues to grow in its popularity 
and we will be launching some very interesting projects in the coming year which 
would offer our readers and the diplomatic community something innovative and 
indeed interesting.  Watch this space for the announcement soon.

Diplomatically Yours,



(Pakistan) His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
Bin Zayed Al Nahayan held a private meeting 
with Former Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif and Chief Minister 
Punjab, Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif in 
Pakistan. His Highness is in Pakistan on a 
private visit. During their meeting the leaders 
exchanged views on areas of mutual interest 
and paid rich tribute the long standing 
bilateral relationship between Pakistan and 
the United Arab Emirates.  It was agreed to 
expand the level of cooperation between both 
countries. Speaking on the occasion former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif thanked the 
UAE President and the people of UAE for the 
continued support for Pakistan and appreciate 
the phenomenal progress and development of 
the United Arab Emirates under the visionary 
leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Zayed Al Nahayan.

(BELGRADE) His Highness General Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces held talks 
with Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic on ways to promote 
bilateral cooperation relations as well as on the latest regional 
and international developments and matters of mutual concern.  
The talks took place as the Serbian President received at the 
Presidency His Highness the Crown Prince and members of 
the accompanying delegation. Welcoming His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed, President Nikolic emphasized that the visit reflects a 
common interest by the leaderships of both countries to maintain 
and expand bilateral cooperation and to promote relations 
in service of the interests of both countries and their friendly 
peoples.  Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed conveyed to the Serbian 
President greetings from President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and his best wishes of further progress and 
growth for Serbia and its people.  He emphasized the importance 
of promoting and expanding relations with Serbia in different 
spheres and expressed appreciation of the Serbian President’s 
keen interest in promoting and supporting these relations to serve 
the interests of both the UAE and the Serbia. 

An official welcome ceremony held in honor of His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed upon arrival, the national anthems of the 
UAE and Serbia were played and he was saluted by the honor 
guard then shook hands with the senior Serbian officials who 
received him at the airport. 

UAE President Meets Former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif  

HH Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al 
Nahayan Meets President of Serbia 

uae - pakistan

uae – seRBia
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Danube becomes the first private 
expatriate entity to become an integral part 
of the Dubai Metro Project, and the The new 
station is expected to bring on at least 10,000 
new daily commuters to the already popular 
rail network which currently boasts a daily 
passenger volume of around 300,000. 

His Excellency Sultan Saeed Al Mansoori, 
Minister of Economy was the Chief guest at 
the opening ceremony of the opening of the 
Danube station on the Dubai Metro network. 
Danube Group led by its dynamic Chairman, 
Mr. Rizwan Sajan become the first private 
expatriate entity to have officially licensed 
an agreement with the Roads & Transport 
Authority (RTA) securing naming rights 
under the second phase of the Dubai Metro 
Naming Rights Project.  Issuing the first 
ticket to H.E. Eng. Sultan Saeed Al Mansoori, 
Minister of Economy, UAE, H. E., Mattar Al 
Tayer, Chairman of the Board and Executive 
Director of RTA; Ms. Salma Ali Saif Bin 
Hareb, CEO of JAFZA and Mr. Rizwan Sajan, 
Founder & Chairman of Danube Group, the 
official inauguration of the Metro Station 
commenced. The event also marked the 
presence of Mr. Adnan Al Hammadi, CEO 
of the RTA Rail Agency; Mr. Abdullah Al 
Madani, CEO of RTA Corporate Technical 

Support Services Sector; Mr. Ebrahim Al 
Janahi, Deputy CEO of JAFZA; Mr. Talal Al 
Hashemi, Managing Director of JAFZA; Mr. 
Asim Al Abbasi, CFO of JAFZA; Mr. Anis 
Sajan, Managing Director of Danube Group, 
Mr. Adel Sajan, Director of Buildmart and 
high ranking officials from RTA and JAFZA.

“It is a great honour to be associated with 
the Roads & Transport Authority under 
the Dubai Metro Naming Rights Project. 
Our collaboration with Dubai Metro is a 
reflection of our commitment to support the 
advancement of our nation’s infrastructure 
and we see great value in connecting 
ourselves with such a prestigious project. 
Besides visibility and brand reinforcement, 

the experience of joining the public sector 
is unique and unprecedented offering an 
ideal opportunity for private companies to 
contribute to the society.” Said Mr. Rizwan 
Sajan, Founder & Chairman of Danube 
Group.

UAE Minister of Economy Opens Danube Station 
DuBai - uae

Danube becomes the first private expatriate entity to 
become an integral part of the Dubai Metro Project

DIPlomaTIC NEws
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Michel Adam
The Ambassador 
of Fashion & Style 
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mIChEl aDam

The Diplomat Magazine speaks exclusively to Michel Adam, the founder and President of 
Fashion TV – The first dedicated fashion channel  in the world – about  How Fashion, Style and 

Culture can act as a catalyst that  brings people together and promotes goodwill?

The International Diplomat: How the idea of 
Fashion TV Started?

I was in the fashion business in 1996 at that 
time MTV was about 10 years old, and was 
slowly moving from being a Music channel to 
a lifestyle channel for the young people almost 
like a reality channel for young people. At that 
time Music and Fashion was almost together, 
but we felt that there was a need to have a 
dedicated channel that focused exclusively 
on Fashion, and I felt it was important for 
us to offer something different to the MTV 
generation that had an element of fashion 
and luxury lifestyle and that’s how the idea of 
Fashion TV was born.  We started with small 
video clips about Fashion events and that’s it 
all started and we grew from there and today 
we are the number one Fashion and Style 
TV around the world.  We offer something 
for everyone who appreciates fashion, style 
and luxury living. Our vision is to continue 
to grow and we are always trying to bring 

new and innovative ideas to keep our viewers 
entertained. 

The International Diplomat: Fashion 
transcends all boundaries of race, color and 
nationality, as people from all backgrounds 
appreciate and follow Fashion. Can Fashion 
play a role in promoting friendship, goodwill 
and peace among people from different 
backgrounds? 

Yes. Fashion connects people. It does not 
matter where you come from, what is your 
race or nationality, because if a design or a 
fashion trend is good people from Africa, 
Asia, Europe North America or the Arab 
world would appreciate and like it.  So in many 
ways, it unites people in their sense of style 
and their artistic sense.  Secondly Fashion 
in its nature is becoming international and 
global. Even at Fashion TV we are a global 
channel which is available on satellite around 
the world so we contribute towards taking 

fashion to every house hold around the 
world. So someone sitting in Africa or China 
is also seeing the latest Fashion collections 
being unveiled in Paris. Similarly designers 
are from all backgrounds,  you have models 
from all parts of the world, so as a whole 
the entire fashion industry is a hub of global 
interaction between talented individuals 
from different backgrounds. So in many ways 
we play a role as a catalyst that brings people 
together promotes goodwill through Fashion, 
Style, Luxury and different forms of Artistic 
and Creative expression.

The International Diplomats : It is often said 
that Europe is the capital of Fashion. Is this 
correct and why?

Well just like New York is the financial 
capital of the world, we can say that Europe is 
the Fashion capital of the world particularly the 
cities like Milan and Paris where most of the 
big names in Fashion are based. It is in Milan 
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and Paris that some of the largest collections 
and seasonal collections are launched and it is 
here that the big designers unveil their latest 
collections and designs. At the same time 
younger designers who want to make it within 
the fashion world also come here and if they 
want to grown and evolve as a designer or in 
any other profession associated with the fashion 
industry usually there are various opportunities 
for them as there is a lot of exposure available 
in this part of the world and that’s why we say 
that Europe is the Fashion capital. But the world 
is changing fast the fashion industry is growing 
and going international and we continue to 
follow the trends.

The International Diplomat: Some people 
say that within the Fashion industry big and 
established designers continue to dominate the 
market and that new designers, irrespective 
of their talent, find it hard to make it to the 
mainstream?

Just like any other business fashion industry 
also requires investment. SO for any new 
brand to establish themselves they have to 
make big investments to ensure that they 
have the presence and the visibility in major 
locations, and their collections are showcased 

at the high end shows and outlets that are 
well recognized. It also requires investment in 
brand visibility and promotion of the brand on 
an international scale, and that is sometimes 
not possible for new designers. This is one of 
the main reasons that major brands continue 
to dominate the market, and that trend is likely 
to continue. However having said that you 
will find that there are many new designers 
that have made a name for themselves, and if 
they have the talent, the determination and 
some good luck opportunities can sometime 
become available but it requires a determined 
and dedicated effort.

The International Diplomat: As a Channel 
do you do anything to encourage emerging 
talent? 

Well we are a channel that focuses on 
reporting, and not really promoting any 
particular brand. We are in many ways, like 
a news channel. Like the CNN of the fashion 
world. So just like CNN does not support or 
promote any politician but is happy to report 
on what is out there. We are in the businesses 
of reporting and not promoting.  But we are 
always happy to cover events that feature new 
and emerging designers.

Fashion TV Has a presence in the Arab 
World. How has your experience been in 
working with this region and the Arab world?

Very good. I think the Arab culture has been 
aware of style for centuries. I have noticed the 
use of design and color in the Arab traditions 
and festivals and this speaks volumes about 
their sense of style that exists within the culture, 
and therefore Fashion is also very popular here. 
All the major brands have a presence here and 
are very popular among the communities and 
therefore we feel that it is natural for Fashion 
TV to be popular here. People appreciate and 
like to watch what is happening on the fashion 
scene around the world and our experience of 
working here and being involved in the fashion 
scene here has been amazing we will continue 
to expand our presence and visibility here in 
the coming days.

The International Diplomat: What are the 
future plans of Fashion TV for this region?

Our vision is to do what Disney has done 
in many ways. In addition to our channel we 
also offer luxury lifestyle experiences that 
offer Fashion theme hotels, restaurants bars, 
and other such ideas which we have already 
started, and we have opened a F-Bar in UAE 
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and are working with some local joint venture 
ideas with people both in Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai to have an increased presence by way 
of our Fashion Hotels, Restaurants, and bars 
which will offer a high class luxury experience 
to our patrons.

The International Diplomat: You travel 
around the world, how do you find UAE as a 
world class destination 

It is wonderful. I would say it is a Triple A ( 
AAA) rating. Fashion TV is all about Fashion, 
Style and Luxury living  and the United Arab 
Emirates in many ways embodies these ideas 
and we feel very impressed by the lifestyle we 
see here. 
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Flashback 2012 : 
A Year in Review

China 
brings 

in a new leadership 
led by Xi Jinping

Xi Jinping has taken over the reins of China’s all-powerful 
Communist Party in a leadership transition that has put him in 
charge of the country for the next decade. Xi, the successor to 
President Hu Jintao has ascended as head of the ruling party along 
with Politburo Standing Committee, the nation’s top decision-
making body.

Egypt Constitution Approved in Vote

Egypt’s new constitution, drafted by Egypt’s 
assembly got the approval from 64 percent of 
voters in a two-round referendum. The first 
round of voting was held on held on Dec. 15 
and a second round was staged on Dec. 22, 
with roughly half Egypt’s 51 million eligible 
voters covered in each round. Egyptian 
President Mohammed Morsy has signed a 
decree putting into effect country’s newly 
approved constitution.

Vladimir Putin Elected as 
Russia President

Russian Prime Minister, 
Vladimir Putin claimed victory 
in Russia’s presidential election. 
Putin tallied 58-59 percent of 
vote, whereas Communist Party 
candidate Gennady Zyuganov 
received about 18 percent, 
whereas Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 

The International Diplomat takes a look back at the significant events that had a global 
impact, and in many ways changed the way the world poised itself for the future.
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Sergei Mironov and Mikhail Prokhorov were in single digits. At a massive rally 
outside the Kremlin, Putin thanked his supporters for helping foil plots aimed 
at destroying Russia, sounding a nationalistic theme that has resonated with 
his core supporters. “I have promised that we would win and we have won!” 
he shouted to the flag-waving crowd, which responded with shouts of support. 
“We have won in an open and honest struggle.”

Protests in Syria

Americans hand Obama a Second Term

While 2011 saw several 
long-standing Arab regimes 
forced from power, in Syria 
President Bashar al-Assad has 
continued resistance against 
those wanting to oust him. It is 
estimated that around 46,000 
Syrians have been killed in the 
uprising since street protests 
began in March 2011. The 
Arab League, United States, 
European Union, Arab Gulf 
States, and other countries 
have condemned the use of 
violence against the protesters.

President Barack Obama won a second term in the White House, overcoming deep 
doubts among voters about his handling of the US economy to score a clear victory 
over Republican challenger Mitt Romney. Obama while addressing thousands of 
supporters in Chicago cheering every word of Obama’s victory speech said that “we 
have picked ourselves up, we have fought our way back and for America, the best 
is yet to come. Whether I earned your vote or not, I have listened to you, I have 
learned from you. And you have made me a better president”.

The nationwide popular vote remained extremely close with Obama taking about 
50 percent to 49 percent for Romney.
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Palestine wins Historic UN Vote The UN General Assembly voted 
overwhelmingly to recognize Palestine 
as a non-member state, handing a major 
triumph to president Mahmud Abbas in 
the face of fierce US and Israeli opposition. 
138 countries voted in favor of his demand, 
nine against it and Forty-one abstained.

Abbas has at multiple sessions of the 
Assembly demanded United Nations to 
give a “birth certificate” to a Palestinian 
state. Even though it is not a full member it 
can now join UN agencies and potentially 
join the International Criminal Court. 
Abbas, who embraced his foreign minister 
after the vote and was given standing 
ovations, said the vote was “the last chance 
to save the two-state solution.”

Aung Suu Kyi wins Landmark 
Myanmar Elections

In April, pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s party won by-elections in Myanmar 
by a wide margin, marking what may prove to be a pivotal moment in Suu Kyi’s two-decade-
long struggle for democracy in the army-led state. The National League for Democracy 
(NLD) leader said she hoped the victory would be the start of a new era of democracy and 
freedom.

Having spent 15 of the last 21 years under house arrest, Ms Suu Kyi has promised to push 
for further reform and warns there is much work left to do. The US and the EU have relaxed 
sanctions on Myanmar (formerly known as Burma) and its ruling junta, as reward for the 
decision to hold open elections.
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The 16th summit of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was held at the Iranian capital Tehran with more than 100 countries taking 
part in the NAM summit. The summit opened with an inaugural speech by Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Egyptian President, Mohammad Morsi, officially handed the presidency of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) to Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, during the inaugural ceremony of Leaders’ Meeting. Iran will hold the NAM presidency for three years until 
the 17th summit in Venezuela in 2015

Iran hosts ‘historic’ NAM summit

Hurricane Sandy devastated parts of 
Connecticut, New Jersey and New York city 
at the end of October, having already caused 
massive damage across the Caribbean 
including Cuba and Haiti. The total death 
toll was over 120 people, and damage in 
the US alone was estimated at 80 billion US 
dollars.

Queen Elizabeth II marked her Diamond 
Jubilee with completion of 60 years on the 
throne. She ascended to the throne when 
her father, George VI, died on Feb.6, 1952 
and has thus become the longest-serving 
sovereign after Queen Victoria.

In a message to the nation she wrote, “I 
am writing to thank you for the wonderful 
support and encouragement that you have 
given to me and Prince Phillip over these 
years”. Throughout 2012, Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee was feted with a series of regional, 
national and international events.

Olympic and Paralympic Games were 
held in London during July and August, 
attracting huge crowds and largely positive 
international reviews. The United States 
topped the medals table with 46 golds, 
eight ahead of China, while Britain had 29; 
their best since 1904. It was the first Games 
where every team had at least one female 
athlete. After 16 full days of competition, 
302 Olympic titles were handed out and 
46 world records were broken. Usain Bolt’s 
200m win generated a record 80,000 tweets 
a minute.

United StateS United kingdom SPoRtS

Deadly Storm Scrambles 
US East Coast

Queen Elizabeth II Celebrated 
60 years on throne

Greatest Show on Earth 
‘London Olympics 2012’ 
Attracted Huge Crowd
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International Feature: 
John Kerry replaces Hillary 
Clinton as Top US Diplomat 

As the prolific US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton steps down, perhaps in preparation for a 
bigger role in the future, The Diplomat takes a look at how the former Presidential Candidate, 

John Kerry would adapt to his more direct role as the Top US Diplomat
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On December 15, 2012 President Barack 
Obama nominated John Kerry to be his next 
secretary of state, and he would now succeed 
the prolific Hillary Clinton who previously 
held this coveted office.  Announcing his 
nomination, President Obama said he 
considers Kerry to be the ideal candidate 
for the job with his decades of political 
experience, adding that John has played a 
central role in every major foreign policy 
debate for nearly 30 years.

Along with intelligence and judgment, 
knowledge of foreign policy, an 
understanding of domestic politics, first-
hand experience of war and reputation as a 
good listener and analyst John Kerry is hoped 
to take effective foreign policy measures on 
the toughest issues i.e. withdrawal of US 
from Afghanistan in 2014, stabilization of 
relationship with Pakistan, formulation of 
strategy to bring about a political transition 
in Syria, managing the political chaos in 
Egypt and the rest of North Africa while 
trying to negotiate a nuclear deal with Iran 
and revival of the Middle East peace process.

Analysts, Diplomats and politicians are 
of the view that as Secretary of State, Kerry 
would want to play a big role in shaping US 
policy and will effectively help solve some 
intractable issues.

John Forbes Kerry is the United States 
Senator from Massachusetts. In office since 
1985, Kerry is the 2nd longest serving Senator 
in his seat. He is the 9th most senior United 
States Senator and chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. According 
to Roll Call/Knowlegis, Kerry is the 6th 
most powerful Senate Democrat and holds 
senior positions on the Finance, Commerce, 
and Small Business Committees. Recently, 
President Barack Obama’s has designated 
him as next US Secretary of State. 

Early Life
The son of an Army Air Corps veteran, 

Kerry was born in Aurora, Colorado 
on December 11, 1943. He got his early 
education from Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire and went on to graduate from 
Yale University in 1966, where he majored 

in political science and became a member 
of the influential Skull and Bones secret 
society.

Military Service
Senator John Kerry got enlisted in the 

Naval Reserve in 1966, where he served a 
shortened four-month tour of duty in South 
Vietnam as officer-in-charge (OIC) of a 
Swift Boat. For that service, he was awarded 
combat medals that include the Silver Star, 
Bronze Star, and three Purple Hearts.

Securing an early return to the United 
States, Kerry then joined the Vietnam 
Veterans against the War in which he 
functioned as a nationally acknowledged 
spokesman and as an outspoken challenger 
of the Vietnam War. He also appeared before 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and deemed United States war policy in 
Vietnam to be the cause of “war crimes”.

Political Career
In 1972, Kerry made his first bid for public 

office but his attempted run for Congress 
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couldn’t materialize. Kerry then pursued a 
law career, enrolling at Boston College Law 
School.

After graduating from law school in 
1976 Kerry used his degree to work in 
public service and started working for the 
District Attorney of Middlesex County in 
Massachusetts. After a few years in practice, 
Kerry assumed his first political position in 
1982. He worked as the lieutenant governor 
of Massachusetts under Michael Dukakis. 
Kerry then soon moved on to the national 
stage, winning one of Massachusetts’ 
Senate seats in 1984. He was re-elected in 
1990, 1996, 2002 and 2008.

While in Senate, Kerry has earned 
reputation as a left-of-center legislator. 
He is staunch supporter of free trade, 
expansive U.S. foreign and military policy, 
investment in education, environmental 
protection and growth of the high tech 
New Economy. In addition, Kerry has also 
continued his work on behalf of Vietnam 
veterans, leading a Senate committee to 
ensure that there are no Prisoners of Wars 
are left in the country.

Run for Presidency
In 2004, Kerry won the Democratic 

nomination to run for Presidency. Much 
of his campaign efforts were focused on 
criticism of President Bush’s foreign policy, 

particularly in its handling of the Iraq war.
Kerry failed in his presidential bid, but 

continued to make strong presence in the 
U.S. Senate and got nominated as chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
in 2009. In 2011, Kerry was asked to help 
sort out the nation’s fiscal problems as a 
member of the Joint Select Committee on 
Deficit Reduction.

Kerry now chairs the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, which under Kerry’s 
leadership is addressing the key foreign 
policy and national security issues facing 
the United States including Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, nuclear nonproliferation, 
global climate change, and a responsible 
conclusion to the war in Iraq.
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Analysts, Diplomats and politicians are of the view that as Secretary of State, Kerry 
would want to play a big role in shaping US policy and will effectively help solve some 

intractable issues
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GCC Summit:  Gulf Leaders 
Meet in Manama

As the Gulf Cooperation Council hold their Summit in Bahrain and discuss ways to enhance 
their cooperation to further strengthen their business, economic, environmental and security 

ties, The Diplomat reports on the highlights of the important regional summit
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gCC summIT

As the Gulf Cooperation Council hold their Summit in Bahrain and discuss ways to enhance 
their cooperation to further strengthen their business, economic, environmental and security 

ties, The Diplomat reports on the highlights of the important regional summit

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
leaders and their representatives 
met in Manama to attend 33rd 
session of the GCC Summit in 

an effort to endorse further moves to bolster 
economic, environmental and security 
agreements between the 6 members of the 
council set up by Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates in Abu Dhabi in 1981.

King Hamad Bin Eisa Al Khalifa of 
Bahrain, Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
Bin Salman Al Khalifa; Crown Prince 
Salman Bin Hamad Al Khalifa and 
Abdul Latif Al Zayani, the GCC 
secretary-general, welcomed 
the GCC delegations in 
Sakhir.

For the 6th time, the 
Summit was being held at 
Bahrain. Priorly, Bahrain 
has hosted 5 GCC 
summits, two during the 
rule of the late Sheikh 
Eisa Bin Salman Al 
Khalifa (a co-founder of 
the alliance) in 1982 and 
1988, and three during 
the rule of King Hamad in 
1994, 2000 and 2004.

The delegations to the 
summit were headed by Kuwait 
Emir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, H.H. Sheikh Mohammad Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and 
Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
Saudi Crown Prince Salman Bin Abdul 
Aziz Al Saud, Qatari Crown Prince Sheikh 
Tameem Bin Hamad Al Thani and Fahad 
Bin Mahmoud Al Saeed, the Deputy Prime 
Minister for the Council of Ministers, Oman.

During the two day talks, Summit leaders 
discussed regional and international 
situation in the light of rapid events and 
developments happening in the region and 
around the world along with taking some 
necessary decisions.

The Supreme Council reviewed the 
recommendations and follow-up reports 
submitted by the Ministerial Council, 
ministerial committees and the Secretariat, 
on the keenness of the GCC leaders to 
promote joint cooperation and accomplish 
full GCC citizenship.

The Council also expressed gratitude 
on work and efforts of consultative body, 
ratifying its views pertaining to youth 
strategy, boosting of the spirit of citizenship, 

the strategy of employment in the GCC 
states in the governmental and private 
sectors; referring these views to the relevant 
ministerial committees ordering them to 
set up implementation mechanism for this 
purpose.

Condemning the outrageous terrorist 
bombings that occurred recently in the city 
of Manama, Bahrain that killed a number of 

i n n o c e n t 

p e o p l e ; 
t h e Supreme Council 
reasserted its firm positions to renounce 
terrorism and extremism in all its forms and 
manifestations done with whatever motives 
or justifications, and through whatever 
source.

In this perspective, the Council applauded 
the opening of King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
Inter-religious and Inter-cultural Center for 
Dialogue in Vienna, to promote the values 
of dialogue and the fight against extremism 
among followers of religions and cultures.

Supreme Council hailed Abu Dhabi for 
opening of the International Excellence 
Center for Curbing Violent Extremism 
(Hidayah) where experts and expertise are 
pooled from various countries in order to 
combat all sorts and phenomena of violent 
extremism.

Discussing the issues on regional front, 
GCC leaders expressed deep sadness over 

the continued shedding of blood and 
destruction of cities and infrastructure 
in the Syrian regime, making political 
transition a demand which must be rapidly 
implemented. Supreme Council asserted its 
support to the Syrian National Coalition 
which is the sole lawful representative of the 
Syrian people formed in Doha in Nov, 2012. 
GCC leaders also urged the international 
community to take serious and swift moves 
to stop these massacres and severe attacks. 

Exploring the latest developments on the 
Palestinian issue, Supreme Council avowed 

that permanent fair and comprehensive 
peace cannot be achieve without Israel’s 

full withdrawal from Arab territories, 
along with the establishment of an 

independent Palestinian State. 
These are the same principles that 
are embodied in the Arab Peace 
Initiative and the relevant UN 
resolutions.

The Council congratulated the 
Palestinian people on winning 
the status of a UN nonmember 
observer state, and hoped 
that this will be a step forward 
towards creating the Palestinian 

State.

In addition to these issues, the 
Council rejected and denounced Iran’s 

continued interference in their internal 
affairs that are source of regional tension 
and security and stability threat calling on 
Iran to stop these policies. The Supreme 
Council put emphasis on the need for Iran’s 
full compliance with the principles of good 
neighborliness, mutual respect and solving 
of disputes by peaceful means without 
resorting to force or threats.

Commenting on Iran’s nuclear ambitions, 
Supreme Council stated that the Iranian 
nuclear program is not only regional but 
also an international security and stability 
threat, urging Iran to cooperate with the 
International Atomic Energy.

Praising international efforts aimed to 
solve the Iranian nuclear program through 
peaceful means, the Council renewed 
GCC’s firm stance regarding the significant 
need for Iran’s compliance in order to 
make Middle East including the Arabian 
Gulf region, free from weapons of mass 
destruction and nuclear weapons.

The council also addressed the matter 
of Iranian occupation of UAE’s three 
Islands namely: (Greater Tunb, Lesser 
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Tunb and Abu Musa). Rejecting Iranian 
claims, Supreme Council reiterated its 
firm stance as per previous statements 
asserting UAE’s right to supremacy on the 
three islands and its regional territorial 
waters, airspace, continental cliff and free 
economic zone. Expressed regret on failure 
of communications with Iran to culminate 
in a solution of the issue, Supreme Council 
invited Iranian authority to respond to UAE’s 
efforts either through direct negotiations or 
through resorting to International Court of 
Justice.

At the end of the two-day summit, a 
joint Communiqué and Sakhir Declaration 
were issued restating bloc’s commitment to 
monetary union similar to euro zone. The 
declaration laid out the steps that need to 
be taken to implement the timetable for 
achieving the common Arabian Gulf market, 
especially in the areas of movement and 
residence for GCC nationals, the practice of 
trades and professions, movement of capital, 

tax measures, employment in government 
and private sectors, and social insurance 
and retirement.

The UAE Prime Minister HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid AL Maktoum arrives in Bahrain to attend the GCC Summit

HH Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, UAE Foreign Minister 

HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, The 
Host of the Summit and King of Bahrain 
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Danube hosts 
Diplomats & Business 
Leaders
The Indian Ambassador and Consul General joined other 
diplomats and UAE based business leaders at a high profile event 
hosted Mr. Rizwan Sajan, the founding Chairman of Danube 
Group.

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Environment takes Center 
Stage on UN Agenda 
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The Diplomat :  Reports on the  UN Climate Change Conference 2012, which was held in 
the gulf city of Doha, Qatar where over 9000 delegates joined world leaders in agreeing 

a roadmap for future of Climate Change and developing a green economy

The United Nations Climate Change 
Conferences are annual multi-lateral 
meetings of governments held round 

the year at different locations around the 
world under the sponsorship of the United 
Nations and serve as a forum for states to 
discuss matters of climate change matters. 
The conferences seek to address the threat 
of global warming caused by greenhouse 

gas emissions like carbon dioxide.
Climate Change conferences draw 

significant activity by various environmental 
advocacy groups and are attended by 
dignitaries and head of states thus, getting 
high media coverage.

Doha Climate Change Conference
This year the 2012 United Nations 

Climate Change Conference was held at the 
Qatar National Convention Centre in Doha 
from 26th Nov to 8th Dec. For the first 
time Climate Change Conference was held 
in Middle East, attracting approximately 
9,000 participants, comprising 4,356 
government spokespersons, 3,956 
representatives of UN bodies and agencies, 
intergovernmental organizations and civil 
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society organizations, and 683 members of 
the media that came together and discussed 
ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and avoid catastrophic climate change at 
one platform.

The conference also served as an umbrella 
for seven concurrent and interrelated 
meeting groups collectively called the 
Doha 2012 UNFCCC conference.  Though 
the conference is usually also termed as 
COP (Conference of the Parties)-18 /CMP 
(Meeting of the Parties)-8 conference but 
technically these are different terms.

As far as the main objectives of the 
Climate Conference are concerned, it 
revolved around five aspects of climate 
change:

1. Adaptation i.e. changes that must be 
undertaken to successfully adapt to 
climate change.

2. Finance i.e. how countries will 
finance adaptation to and vindication 
of climate change, whether from 
public or private sources.

3. Mitigation i.e. measures that can 
help mitigate the effects of climate 
change.

4. Technology i.e. the tools that are 
needed to adapt to climate change, 
also including the ways in which 
developed countries can support 
developing countries in adopting 
them.

5. Loss and damage is the term first 
time voiced at the 2012 conference 
and is based on the agreement 
that was signed at the 2010 United 
Nations Climate Change Conference 
in Cancun. It introduces the 
principle that countries vulnerable 
to the effects of climate change may 
be financially compensated in future 
by countries that fail to curb their 
carbon emissions.

In addition to these focal points, 
negotiations in Doha also focused on 
ensuring the implementation of agreements 
reached at previous conferences. The major 
outcomes of these negotiations are summed 
up as under:

• Kyoto Protocol enters stage two: 
The Kyoto Protocol i.e. the world’s 
only legally binding agreement on 
emissions reductions finalized in 
1997 was set to expire at the end of 
Dec, 2012 leading to termination 
of control over greenhouse gases 
emission. At Doha Conference, 
a majority of countries agreed to 
extend the protocol into a second 
term. This second commitment 
period is set to conclude on Dec 31, 
2020.

• Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-
term Cooperative Action closes: 

“Long-term Cooperative Action” 
negotiation track that allowed 
agreements like Copenhagen and 
Cancun and drew up voluntary 
pollution-reduction commitments 
has been brought to a close.

• The Durban Platform for Enhanced 
Action expands: First step towards 
achieving the goal of the new 
negotiating track “Durban Platform 
for Enhanced Action” have been 
taken. The plan is to produce by 2015 
a new treaty that is applicable to all 
parties and will cover 100% of global 
emissions.

On some basic things, Conference failed 
to achieve significant progress. Some are 
pointed out as follows; Enhancing action 
on climate finance remained to be a major 
sticking point. From 2009 to 2012 developed 
countries have delivered $30 billion finance 
for adaptation and mitigation measures. 
But going into Doha, there was no agreed-
upon plan for continuing this funding. 
The outcome document has only extended 
the work program on long-term finance 
for another year to give time to developed 
countries to identify pathways that how can 
the efforts be scaled up to meet the $100 
billion goal by 2020.

Global pledges to reduce emissions also 
remain insufficient. None of the party have 
stepped up and offered to increase their 
ambition. Rather, states seem willing to put 
that demand only if other parties increase 
their emission reductions before.

To the extent that reauthorization of 
Kyoto Protocol for another 8 years is 
concerned, it’s an achievement but reality 
remains that only few countries have signed 
it that limits it to cover some 12 percent of 
global emissions. The lack of participation 
of Canada, Japan, Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, 
New Zealand and the United States and 
the fact that developing countries that are 
world’s largest emitter like China India 
and Brazil are not subject to any emissions 
reductions under the Kyoto Protocol, makes 
it reauthorization less effective.

Analysts contend that the UN climate 
talks had only grown too big by adding 
variety of working groups and tracks that 
often debate similar issues. Seeing the UN 
body falling short off creating consensus, 
many view it as far from adequate to address 
the growing climate crisis. Overall, the 
reaction to the outcomes of the conference 
varies from moderate to harsh, from 
encouraging to disappointing remarks. 
Kieren Keke, Foreign Minister of Nauru and 
the representative of the Alliance of Small 
Island States at the conference, said “We see 
the package before us as deeply deficient 
in mitigation (carbon cuts) and finance. 
It’s likely to lock us on the trajectory to a 

3, 4, 5°C rise in global temperatures, even 
though we agreed to keep the global average 
temperature rise of 1.5°C to ensure survival 
of all islands.”

Martin Khor of the South Center, an 
association of developing nations saw 
a more positive outcome saying, “It is a 
breakthrough...The term Loss and Damage 
is in the text; this is a huge step in principle. 
Next comes the fight for cash”.

Regarding the path to the $100 billion 
in Green Climate Fund financing, Jennifer 
Morgan told, “there’s no bridge, no pathway 
between now and the $100 billion number.”

Expressing the challenges with the 
UNFCCC process, Todd Stern, US Climate 
Change envoy commented as follows, 
“Climate change is not a conventional 
environmental issue...It implicates virtually 
every aspect of a state’s economy, so it 
makes countries nervous about growth 
and development. The treaty didn’t cover 
developing countries who now include the 
largest CO2 emitters; this was one reason 
some countries like the United States did not 
ratify the Kyoto Protocol. None of the state 
desire to force its citizens to pay penalties 
that would result in wealth transfers out of 
the state.

While the countries are wasting time 
accusing each other and demanding others 
to take step first, time to address Climate 
problems is running out. Global greenhouse 
gas emissions are heading to 6C of warming, 
a level not seen for millions of years and that 
would cause disaster and chaos. 

Take for example this year’s weather 
i.e. Sandy, drought in the US that pushed 
up food prices, disruption to the Indian 
monsoon, floods in Europe and melting of 
Arctic sea ice to its lowest recorded extent; 
all of these climate shifts were accompanied 
by stark warnings. Undeniably, as a world 
we are doing worse than ever on climate 
change at a time when we need to be do 
better.

What should be remembered is that this 
UN body cannot work any faster than it is 
designed to. The intrinsic difficulties in the 
U.N. climate negotiation process including 
the demand for consensus on decision 
making and the expectation that developed 
and developing countries operate under 
same sets of rules require that states should 
continue explore multiple opportunities for 
faster climate action in the near term.

A cooperative solution that is actually 
achievable and that appropriately divides 
burdens among the world’s largest carbon 
polluters should be sorted out. We should 
also turn now to reductions in other climate 
pollutants that are shorter lived and more 
powerful than carbon dioxide in terms of 
their ability to warm the planet, such as 
methane, hydrofluorocarbons and black 

   P-26DIPlomaT



ClImaTE ChaNgE

carbon.
Amidst all criticism, suggestions and a 

hope of achieving better results in future, 
what cannot be forgotten are the remarkable 
marks this conference has left over the 
Arabian Gulf region, as it has helped Middle 
Eastern states play an active role in tackling 
climate change.

The event has also assisted in raising 
awareness on climate issues. Commendably 
the youth in more than 13 Arab countries, 
launched the Arab Youth Climate 
Movement, a group established to lobby 
the region’s governments on an ongoing 
basis to take action against climate change. 
Likewise, with initiatives such as creating 
the clean-energy company, Masdar, the 
UAE is seen as a pioneer among Arabian 
Gulf governments on climate issues.

   US Secretary General at Climate Change Conference in Doha
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Royas and Diplomats 
attend AUE Event
American University in the Emirates, celebrated the second 
commencement ceremony on 12-12-12. HH Sheikh Majid Bin 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum and HH Sheikh Nahyan 
bin Mubarak Al Nahyan were the chief guests. Prof Muthanna 
G. Abdul Razzaq, CEO and President of AUE hosted the event. 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Australia :
A growing Destination for 
International Arbitration

The International Diplomat speaks exclusively to Professor Dough Jones about the unique benefits and 
opportunities being offered by Australia as it establishes itself as a center of International Arbitration 

T h e  Int e r n at i o n a l  D i p l o m at :  International 
arbitration most particularly in the construction 
industry is getting popular, what could you say 
about its future? 

Prof. Jones :   International arbitration has 
a very bright future in my view because in 
forcibility of arbitrators decisions are unique 
so far as disputes resolution processes are 
concerned. If one goes to domestic courts to 
determine the rights of parties, those court 
decisions are not easily enforceable in other 
countries, except say within  the EU or in 
some countries that have specific agreements 
for enforceability of courts decisions. So, 
if you take for example a decision of an 
Abu Dhabi court in determining the rights 
against, say a Chinese party and it is sought 
to enforce beyond the Abu Dhabi court 
decisions against assets in China,  that would 
be a difficult process, not impossible but very 
difficult. Whereas there is the United Nations 
convention, called the “New York Convention 
On The Enforceability Of International 
Arbitrators Awards” that is perhaps the 
most successful United Nation commercial 
conventions ever done. Over 144 countries 
are parties to that convention and they agree 
by acceding to the convention that foreign 
arbiter awards can be enforced in their 
countries as if they were a decision of the local 
court, so international arbitration has more or 
less a monopoly in international commercial 
dispute resolution because of that character 

of enforceability.  No agreement between 
two parties from different countries should 
sensibly exclude an arbitration court, to do so 
would be quite commercially disadvantageous 
for a party who seek to enforce any decision 
arising out of a dispute. The arbitration laws 
varies but all those countries have acceded 
to the New York convention and acceding 
to the New York convention is a different 
thing to the arbitration law of the country 
because it is an international commitment to 
recognize arbitrator awards wherever made, 
under whatever arbitration law might be 
applicable and there are very limited grounds 
on which enforcement can be resisted. They 
are for instance that there was no agreement 
to arbitrate or that a party didn’t have the 
opportunity to present its case, or for some 
reason the outcome or the matter of the 
subject of  dispute is against the public policy 
of the country in which sought to be enforce, 
but there are very limited basis for resistance 
of enforcement.

The International Diplomat: Are you satisfied with 
the current laws of international arbitration or 
do you have any proposals to make international 
arbitration more effective, less expensive, speedy and 
conclusive?

Prof. Jones : It’s a very good question. I think 
all of us involved in international arbitration 
are worried about, you might called it “the 
over lawyering of international arbitration” 

in the adoption in international arbitration 
processes of domestic court procedures that 
are not really necessary for international 
arbitration. So, there are two issues really, one 
is the reform of arbitration laws and the other 
is the adoption in international arbitration of 
procedures which make it efficient, effective 
and expeditious. So they are two separate 
questions.  So far as arbitration laws are 
concerned, the United Nation commissioned 
on international trade law (UNCITRAL) has 
published and recently amended a model law 
for international arbitration which countries 
can accept. My country has adopted the 
model law and that there are many other 
countries in the world that have adopted 
this best practice law. Some countries like 
England, France and Switzerland have a 
more sophisticated arbitration law but the 
principles that you find in the model laws are 
in those laws. So far as the arbitration law of 
the UAE is concerned, it is in my view, “badly 
in need of reform”, because it is a very old law 
which doesn’t really deal adequately with the 
sort of issues that need to be dealt with in an 
international arbitration law. There has been 
discussions I know in the UAE for some years 
about adopting a new law, perhaps based on 
model law but that those discussions had not 
let to reform. I think the UAE needs to very 
urgently progress its consideration of the 
amendment of its law.

Presently, ACICA [Australian Centre for 
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International Commercial Arbitration] has 
a MOU with the Abu Dhabi International 
Arbitration Centre and part of that MOU is 
intended to allow us to assist the Abu Dhabi 
Centre in revising its rules which could 
certainly benefit from modernization.

The International Diplomat: The world is getting 
closer and its integration as a global community, 
what would you suggest to have a common legal 
and judicial system, do you think that would be the 
future for the world justice system?

Prof. Jones : Well, that is an objective 
that would be highly desirable. I think 
though that it is unlikely that there will 
be an adopted common judicial and legal 
system in the world anytime soon.  What 
is happening though, that in commercial 
line, within areas of commercial activities 
like insurance, maritime, construction, 

commodities trading, share trading and 
the trading of financial instruments, they 
are developing standard forms of contract 
and standard principles which are applied 
in the resolutions of contractual disputes. 
So the work that is being done in this area 
combines with some work that is occurring 
outside government, as in NGOs helps in 
developing a common principles of contract 
law thus having the effect of ensuring that 
the resolution of business disputes is done 
according to generally accepted principles 
of international commercial behaviors. And 
although the local laws of countries will be 
relevant in some cases to determining rights, 
those general commercials principles tend to 
be applied by arbitrators in international law 
disputes.  

There is a concept that has been around 
quite some time called “Lex Mercatoria”, 
Latin for the law of merchants. Now whatever 
once view might be about whether its exist 
or whether it should be encouraged, the 
reality is in my view, that there is developing 
norms of commercial principles that govern 
international commercial transactions but I 
think if you were predicting that countries 
would give up their judicial and legal systems 
in return for common legal system, you 
would say that wouldn’t be happening soon. 
Even if you take the EU for instance, which  
attempt to establish a federation, there are 
still massive legal differences between the 
countries in the EU, and I think that there are 
significant legal differences even between the 
Emirates in the UAE. So I think a common 
legal system is unfortunately far-fetched, but 
that’s not to say that common commercial 
principles in international matters are not 
developing.
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