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Dear Readers,
The month of  December always starts with a mood of 

festivities and celebrations for the United Arab Emirates, 
as the country celebrates “Spirit of  the Union” marking 
the eventful day on which this great federation was formed. 
All the progress, development and success that we see all 
around us is a glowing tribute to the vision of  the blessed 
founding fathers of  this country who united the people 
of  the UAE under one federation. It is the charismatic 
leadership of  His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan 
Al Nahayan the founding President and His Highness 

Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Al Maktoum the founding Prime Minister that laid the 
foundations of  this great country that was taken to unprecedented heights and 
pinnacles by the President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, and 
The Prime Minister, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 
So as we all feel proud of  the success of  the UAE,  on behalf  of  the Diplomat 
Magazine let me offer my congratulations to Their Highnesses The President, The 
Prime Minister, Rulers, Deputy Rulers, Crown Princess of  all the seven emirates 
along with the wonderful people of  the UAE on this momentous occasion. In the 
following pages you will see special coverage in this regard. 

The diplomatic diary remained active and we saw National Day celebrations by 
Algeria, Germany, Angloa, Belgium, Belarus and Oman. In November the British 
community around the world marked the Day of  Remembrance to pay tribute to 
the war heroes. The Diplomat Magazine was there to cover all these events. We 
were also delighted to be part of  the Arab Women’s Forum 2012 which was an 
amazing initiative attended by both the Prime Minister of  UAE and the Crown 
Prince of  Dubai, in addition to HRH Princess Ameera Al Taweel Al Saud.

As the year comes to end, we hope that the coming year brings you all progress, 
prosperity & success.

Best wishes,



United Arab Emirates
41 Years of Phenomenal Success

Celebrating Unity, Progress & Prosperity as a Nation

Special Feature UAE NATioNAL DAY 2012

   P-4DiPLoMAT



As the United Arab Emirates celebrates its 41th National Day, It is indeed a proud moment for 
the fabulous people of this country who have achieved phenomenal success and glory under the 
visionary leadership of the Rulers of the Emirates.  As we see success, progress and development 

all around us. We also pay rich tribute to the blessed founding fathers of this great country united 
under one federation to make the formation of the Union of the United Arab Emirates possible.

His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahayan the founding President and His Highness Sheikh Rashid 
Bin Saeed Al Maktoum the founding Prime Minister were men of vision, leadership and a great love for their 

people who laid the foundations of greatness forty one years ago.    The celebrations began early with more 
40 days of events and activities leading up to National Day across all seven emirates under the theme, “Spirit 
of the Union”, aimed to unite citizens and residents by reflecting on the country’s rich history, whilst looking 

forward towards the future with pride and confidence.  The Diplomat Magazine, wishes  The President, 
Prime Minister, Rulers of the  Emirates, Crown Princes and the people of UAE a very happy National Day,

H.H. Sheikh Mansoor bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Mr. Obaid Al Qubaisi and Prof. Muthanna G. Abdul Razzaq, President & CEO AUE, joins 
National celebration in American University in the Emirates.

UAE NATioNAL DAY
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A Rich Heritage 
The UAE has a rich heritage and a 

fascinating past. Round the clock more than 
41 years to discover a vast desert area known 
as The Trucial Coast which relied mainly on 
pearl diving, fishing, date farming and camel 
herding.  Many inhabitants pearl dived in the 
summer and tended to their date farms in 
winter. Camels were at the heart of the region’s 
economy providing not only a means of 
transport but various other uses. However the 
discovery of oil marked a turning point for the 
region. Abu Dhabi began exporting this oil in 
1962 and soon after, on December 2nd 1971, 
the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
led the initiative that succeeded in forming the 
United Arab Emirates by bringing together 
Abu Dhabi, with Dubai, Sharjah, Umm al 
Quwain, Fujairah and Ajman. The following 
year, Ras Al Khaimah also joined.  Upon its 
formation in 1971 His Highness Sheikh Zayed 
Bin Sultan Al Nahayan was elected as the 
President of the Federation, and His Highness 
Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum became 
the Vice President.  Since then, the UAE has 
undergone some huge economic and societal 
transformations and has today emerged as one 
of the most vibrant economies of the world. 
This is a glowing tribute to the vision of UAE’s 
founding fathers who had realized that their 
progress and prosperity lied in the unity of the 
Federation. 

Today the United Arab Emirates is an 
glorious example of prosperity, success and 
opportunity.  Its oil reserves are ranked as the 
world’s 7th largest. It also possesses world’s 
7th largest reserves natural gas resources and 
it is one of the most developed economies in 
Western Asia. It is the 30th largest economy 
at market exchange rates. UAE has a relatively 
high Human Development Index among 
Asian continent, ranking 30th globally. The 
country has been classified as a high-income 
developing economy by the IMF.  All of this 
has become possible due to the wise and 
able leadership and the hard working and 
dedicated citizens and resident who live work 
and do business in this great country. 

The Visionary Founding Father 
It was the enigmatic personality and 

leadership of His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan Al Nahayan that brought people from 
seven emirates together to unite under one 

flag of the federation of the UAE. Working 
quickly to utilize the newly found oil revenue, 
he established a large-scale construction 
program that would rapidly see the creation 
of schools, hospitals, roads and housing to 
ensure that everyone would benefit from 
the country’s resources.  He attached great 
significance to education and ensured that 
first class educational institutions were setup 
across the country that provided first class 
education to the community, and it is the 
direct result of his philosophy that today 
we see a large number of highly reputable 
educational institutions across the UAE, which 
also includes international universities that 
has made knowledge as one of the focus areas 
of this growing economy. All of these schools, 
colleges and universities in the UAE are well 
attended by both national and expatriate 
students some of whom have received global 
accolades. His Highness Sheikh Zayed was also 
a true believer in the importance of women’s 
role in the development of the country. He 
attached a lot importance to ensure that 
women were given the opportunity to study, 
work and do business without restriction and 
if you look at the Emirati society you will find 
many notable women playing increasingly 
important roles in commerce, education, 
health services, banking, administration and 
even holding key Government positions.  

The Road to Development 
The development in the UAE over the 

last forty one years has been phenomenal, 
and unequalled in the history of modern 
civilization, thanks to the visionary leadership 
of its rulers. In a few decades the country 
has transformed from mainly a desert into 
a world class destination with a towering 
skyline that boasts the world’s tallest building, 
the Burj Khalifa and the world’s only seven 
star hotel, The Burj Al Arab. These are only 
two of the many landmarks that have made 
UAE famous you have many others like the 
world’s largest man-made island, The Palm 
Jumeriah, the Ferrari World, The Emirates 
Palace Hotel, and the Saadiyat Island projects 
in Abu Dhabi.   The political stability of the 
federation has played a key role in ensuring 
that equal opportunities are provided to all 
and this has enabled the implementation of 
consistent sound economic policies and the 
reinforcing of the country’s social structure to 

produce one of the most tolerant, prosperous, 
secure and safest societies in the world. Dubai 
and Abu Dubai have been ranked the top 
two cities in the world for quality of life. This 
has attracted a wide range of multinational 
companies who have chosen the UAE to 
station their headquarters. 

Leadership 
The visionary leadership of the UAE is 

perhaps one of the most significant factors in 
the progress of the UAE which has emerged 
as a model of good governance. The President 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed 
Al Nahayan, and the Prime Minister His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum are one of the most revered 
and loved personalities of the UAE by both 
nationals and residents alike.  They have 
led their people to create a country that has 
become a symbol of success and glory in the 
modern world. 

Cosmopolitan Society
The encouraging and welcoming policies of 

the UAE government has attracted millions of 
people from around the world to come here 
to live, work and do business, and today UAE 
boasts of having more than 100 nationalities 
living together harmoniously. The country 
has established itself as a global village where 
people have progressed phenomenally while 
at the same time contributing to the rich fabric 
of the society. 

A Spirit of Union
Forty summers have passed since the 

creation of the UAE and the changes have 
been rapid and dramatic. The spirit of Sheikh 
Zayed, the country’s founder lives on today 
and needs to be celebrated and shared. 
There is a past – of story tellers, pearl divers, 
fishing and camel trading. There is a present 
– multicultural, different people from so 
many different places all helping the nation 
to prosper and grow. And so too will there 
be a future, the strength of a collective people 
and the potential of this great nation is a story 
still to be unraveled. It is this that needs to be 
recognized and celebrated as the nation looks 
forward to the future full of hope and pride, 
and just like the quote by His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, “ in the 
race of excellence there is no finishing line” . 
So, the success of the UAE continues... 

SPEciAL FEATUrE
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The President & Statesman
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
President of the UAE & Ruler of Abu Dhabi

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan is the second President of the United 
Arab Emirates. He is also the sixteenth ruler 
of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the largest of 
the seven emirates forming the Union.   His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa was born in 1948, 
in the eastern region of the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, and received his basic education in 
Al Ain. His Highness is the eldest son of the 
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa has accompanied his 
father Sheikh Zayed’s march in all its stages. 
In 1966 he got appointed for first official 
position of Ruler’s Representative in the 
Eastern Region and Chairman of the courts. 
This position was of great importance in his 
life; being in Al-Ain city, His Highness had 
the opportunity to have daily contact with the 
citizens in order to recognize their situations 
plus needs and identify their aspirations 
and hopes.  His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 

was appointed as Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi in Feb 1969 and Head of the Defense 
Department, also becoming the commander 
of the Defense Force in the emirate. He played 
a key role in development of Defense Force 
and transformed it from a simple guard force 
to a strong multifunctional, well-equipped 
force. In July 1971, His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa became the Prime Minister of the 
first Local Cabinet in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, in addition to holding the Defense and 
Finance ministries in the Council.  After the 
announcement of the Federal State, and beside 
his local responsibilities, His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa became Deputy Prime Minister in the 
Federal Government formed in December 
1973.  In Feb 1974, after the abolition of the 
local cabinet, he became the first Head of the 
Executive Council, which replaced the local 
cabinet of the Emirate, in all its responsibilities.

During his Presidency of the Executive 

Council he supervised the development and 
modernization of all infrastructure projects, 
facilities and services over the Emirate. He 
worked on building a modern integrated 
administrative and legislative system as a base 
for the economic and social development.

In addition to his responsibilities as the 
head of the Executive Council, in 1976 His 
Highness took the mission of establishing and 
heading The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, 
which manages the financial investments 
of the Emirate as a part of a strategic vision 
for the development of financial resources 
and works for maintaining a stable source of 
income for future generations.   One of the 
key initiatives of His Highness that has left 
a profound social impact was the creation 
of the Department of Social Services and 
commercial buildings, commonly known as 
Sheikh Khalifa Committee.   His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed has also held the 
position of the Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces of the Federal 
Government, in which he gave a careful 
attention to growth and expansion of armed 
forces. During his term, Armed forces have 
seen a quantum leap in terms of equipment, 
training, capacity to adapt new technologies 
and advanced techniques.  His Highness also 
toiled for the creation of a defense policy that 
is based on the maintenance of independence, 
sovereignty and interests of the state. This 
policy has contributed in positioning the UAE 
Armed Forces in an advanced position, that 
gained them the respect of the world.   His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
came to power of the federal state as President, 
and also assumed the post of the ruler of the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi succeeding his father, 
His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, who passed away on Nov 2, 2004.

As soon as His Highness became the 
President of the UAE, he launched first 
strategic plan for the Government of the 
United Arab Emirates, along with launching 
an initiative to develop the experience of the 
legislative authority by modifying the way the 
members of the Federal National Council are 
elected.   His Highness also introduced various 
sports activities in the State, especially football, 
and is keen to look after them; he moreover 
cares to honor the local sports teams who 
have made contributions, locally, regionally or 
internationally.

SPEciAL FEATUrE
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The Visionary Prime Minister 
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Vice President, Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum is the Prime Minister 
and Vice President of the United Arab 
Emirates and Ruler of Dubai. Born in 1949, 
Sheikh Mohammed is the third of H.H. 
Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum’s four 
sons. After his academic qualifications, His 
Highness received military training in the 
United Kingdom where he distinguished 
himself as a remarkable officer and was 
awarded the Sword of Honour. In 1968, 
Sheikh Mohammed witnessed the Union 
Accord that took place between his father 
Dubai Ruler H.H. Sheikh Rashid and Abu 

Dhabi Ruler H.H. Sheikh Zayed. In the 
same year, Sheikh Mohammed assumed 
first public position as Head of Dubai Police 
and Public Security.  On January 3, 1995, 
Sheikh Maktoum bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
became the Crown Prince of Dubai, and 
ever since he started playing a more formal 
role in the affairs of the state. His goal was 
to transform an essentially desert land into 
one the world’s most modern  and luxurious 
destinations.  On January 4th, 2006, His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum became the Ruler of Dubai 
following the death of Sheikh Maktoum 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum.  On January 5th, 
the members of the UAE Supreme Council 
elected Sheikh Mohammed the UAE Vice 
President.   Thanks to his vision, Sheikh 
Mohammed has competently authored the 
Dubai success story in record time and 
put the United Arab Emirates on a unique 
course, which nations around the world 
compete to replicate. Since becoming the 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, revolutionary 
initiatives have been rolled out. The year 
2007 witnessed unique achievements 
for Sheikh Mohammed both locally and 
regionally.  On February 3rd, he announced 
the Dubai Strategic Plan 2015, which aims 
to bolster Dubai’s leading position in the 
region and boost its role as an international 
economic and financial hub. The strategy 
will be used as a road map for development 
over the coming years.

On April 17th, 2007, Sheikh Mohammed 
unveiled the UAE Government Strategy 
Plan with the aim of achieving sustainable 
development throughout the country, 
investing federal resources more efficiently 
and ensuring due diligence, accountability 
and transparency across federal bodies.  
Sheikh Mohammed has been known for 
his vast charitable donations. Some notable 
projects include Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Foundation, Dubai Cares and 
Noor Dubai.  Sheikh Mohammed with his 
efforts has created an impressive example 
of leadership and continues to ensure 
that he will be remembered not only as a 
visionary leader, accomplished equestrian, 
humanitarian services but also for his 
cultural legacy.   His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed is known to be an avid admirer 
of traditional Arabic poems and arts, and 
writes poetry in Nabati (colloquial Arabic) 
that tends to confront themes more to do 
with general events than personal matters. 
In addition, he writes on a wide range of 
topics, from romance to current affairs.  
His Highness also widely acknowledged 
for international thoroughbred horse 
racing and breeding. His horses have won 
numerous important Group One races 
including several British Classic Races, Irish 
Derby Stakes, Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe and 
Preakness Stakes.

UAE NATioNAL DAY
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The Outstanding Leader
HH. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi & Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed Forces

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan one of the most prolific 
leaders of the UAE.  He is currently the 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, as well as next in line to be the 
next Ruler of Abu Dhabi and President of 
the United Arab Emirates. He is a great 
leader who is admired by his people and 

is  currently spearheading many initiatives 
aimed at development, progress and 
opportunity and working towards making 
the Abu Dhabi and the UAE as one of the 
most developed and prosperous countries 
in the world.

Political Career:
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al 

Nahayan is one of the most remarkable 
sons of The Great Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan, the founder & first President of 
the United Arab Emirates. Upon the death 
of his father, Sheikh Mohammed Al Nayhan 
became Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi in Nov, 
2004 and was appointed as Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces 
in Jan, 2005 later promoted to the rank of 
General.  Since December 2004, he has been 
serving the nation through performing 
multiple responsibilities as the Chairman of 
the Abu Dhabi Executive Council, member 
of the Supreme Petroleum Council, head 
of the Abu Dhabi Council for Economic 
Development (ADCED), Chairman of 
the Mubadala Development Company, 
Director of the Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority, head of the UAE Offsets 
Program Bureau and head of the Abu Dhabi 
Education Council.  Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan is actively working 
on several projects that are targeted at 
increasing the welfare of the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi through economic development, 
education and environmental protection.  
In education sector, His Highness has 
played an active role as President of the 
Emirates Centre for Strategic Studies and 
Research (ECSSR) and as chairman of the 
Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC).  
In terms of environmental protection, His 
Highness has set up Mohamed bin Zayed 
Species Conservation Fund and has also 
taken a lead in alternative energy projects 
in Abu Dhabi. In the realm of humanitarian 
assistance, His Highness has played a 
key role in establishment of global center 
for health care research in Abu Dhabi 
through the World Health Care Congress 
(WHCC); and recently along with the Gates 
Foundation, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
al Nahyan has pledged $50 million each to 
fund the purchase and delivery of vaccines 
for children in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

SPEciAL FEATUrE
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SHARJAH
His Highness Sheikh Sultan 
Bin Mohammed Al Qasimi
Ruler of Sharjah & Member of the 
Supreme Council of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh Sultan bin 
Mohammed Al-Qasimi is the Ruler of 
Sharjah and Member of the Supreme 
Council of the United Arab Emirates.  
Being a highly educated personality he 
has received two his PhDs - Doctor of 
Philosophy in Political Geography of 
the gulf from Durham University in 
1999, Doctor of Philosophy from Exeter 
University in1985.  H.H. Sheikh Sultan 
became the 15th Ruler of the Emirate 
of Sharjah In 1972 when the ruling Al-
Qasimi family selected him to succeed 
his late brother H.H. Sheikh Khalid bin 

Mohammed Al Qasimi as the Ruler 
of Sharjah and its dependencies, and 
as member of the Supreme Council of 
United Arab Emirates. As the Ruler of 
Sharjah, H.H. led the social, economical, 
and cultural development of the Emirate 
of Sharjah. In addition, His Highness has 
devoted considerable effort and resources 
to promote intercultural interactions 
and dialogues among the peoples of the 
world.  Sheikh Sultan is also an established 
historian and has published several 
theatrical and literary works. His most 
recent book entitled “Sard Al That” details 
the Sharjah Ruler’s life, from 1940s to 
1970s. It documents historical events and 
provides information on major milestones 
in the emirate of Sharjah, the Persian Gulf 
and the Arab World including the spread 
of Arab nationalism, and the fast cultural 
and educational progress of the Emirate

AJMAN 
His Highness Sheikh Humaid 
bin Rashid al-Nuaimi
Ruler of Ajman & Member of the Supreme 
Council of the UAE

His Highness Sheikh Humaid bin 
Rashid al-Nuaimi is the Ruler of Ajman 
and the Member of the Supreme Council 
of United Arab Emirates.  His Highness 
succeeded his father H.H. Sheikh Rashid 
Al Nuaimi as Ruler of Ajman. After 
receiving his early education in Dubai in 
the 1940s and 1950s he later went to Cairo 
for further studies. In the early 1970s he 
became active in the affairs of state and 
when in December 1971 Emirate of Ajman 
joined the United Arab Emirates, he was 
appointed as a Deputy Ruler of the Emirate 
later becoming the Ruler of the Emirate 
in 1981. Under his reign, the Emirate has 

seen rapid changes, and development and 
he is personally guided and spearheaded 
a large scale development plan that has 
brought prosperity and development to the 
Emirate. He continues to move forward 
making the Emirate of Ajman a modern, 
developed and progressive emirates.

FUJAIRAH
His Highness Sheikh Hamad 
bin Mohammed Al Sharqi 
Ruler of Fujairah & Member of the 
Supreme Council of the UAE 

His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin 
Mohammed Al Sharqi born in 1949, is the 
Ruler of Emirate of Fujairah since 1974 
and member of the Supreme Council of 
the Union. He received his early education 
in Fujairah, and then he travelled to the 
United Kingdom to complete his studies 

THE LEADERS OF
UAE
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in the Military Academy, after which he 
came back to the UAE in 1971 to support 
his father as Deputy Ruler of Emirate 
of Fujairah. In 1971 after the union 
of Emirates, he served as Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. After his father’s 
death in 1974, he became the Ruler of 
Emirate of Fujairah at the age of 25. In his 
era the Emirate of Fujairah has witnessed 
a significant development in the fields of 
health, education and construction, and 
has emerged as renowned destination for 
tourism. His Highness continues to lead 
the emirate to new heights of progress, 
development and prosperity.

RAS AL KHAIMA
His Highness Sheikh Saud Bin 
Saqr al Qasimi 
Ruler of Ras Al Khaima & Member of the 
Supreme Council of the UAE 

His Highness Sheikh Saud Bin Saqr al 
Qasimi is the ruler of Emirate of Ras Al 
Khaimah, and the Member of the Supreme 

Council of the UAE. He is one of the 
most prolific leaders whose exemplary 
leadership has put the Emirate of Ras Al 
Khaima on the road of development and 
progress.   After completing his higher 
studies from University of Michigan he 
returned to UAE and was appointed as 
chief of Ras Al Khaimah Royal Court (Al 
Diwan Al Amiri). In 1986, His Highness 
was appointed as Chairman of Ras Al 

Khaimah Municipal Council. He also 
chaired many boards of companies. His 
father Sheikh Saqr Bin Mohammad al-
Qassimi appointed him as Crown Prince 
and Deputy Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah in 
2005. Shortly after becoming Deputy Ruler, 
he established Ras Al Khaimah Investment 
Authority to implement, develop and 
manage the infrastructure. After the 
death of his father H.H. Sheikh Saqr Bin 
Mohammad al-Qassimi in October 2010, 
he became the ruler of Emirate of Ras Al 
Khaimah and also member of the Supreme 
Council of the Union.

UMM AL QUWAIN
His His Highness Sheikh Saud 
bin Rashid Al Mualla
Ruler of Umm Al Qwain & Member of the 
Supreme Council of the UAE 

 
His Highness Sheikh Saud bin Rashid 

Al Mualla born in Oct, 1952 became the 
ruler of Emirate of Umm Al Quwain in 
January, 2009 also becoming the member 
of the Supreme Council of the Union.  
Sheikh Saud received his higher education 
from the University of Cairo in 1974, 
and started is work in government. He 
has served at many important positions 
within the government until he became 
the Crown Prince of the Emirate of Umm 
Al Quwain June 1982. Since then he 
is providing his services to the nation, 
managing the Emirate affairs. He holds the 
credit for supervising many investment 
projects, and establishment of numerous 
government entities and local enterprises.

SPEciAL FEATUrE
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SYRIA 

Syrian National Coalition getting international recognition 

The formation of the Syrian National 
Coalition (SNC) has united the various 
factions of the groups that were opposed 
to President Bashar Al Assad and 
intensified pressure on his regime to 

step down. Soon after the formation 
of the SNC many countries within the 
International community moved to 
recognize the newly formed body as the 
only sole representative of the Syrian 

people. France led the way followed by 
United Kingdom and United States. The 
Arab League Foreign ministers gathered 
in Cairo to discuss the developments 
in November and issued a statement 
confirming their support saying, “ we 
recognize the Syrian National Coalition 
as the legitimate representative and 
main interlocutor with the Arab 
League.”

The SNC has selected Sheikh Moaz 
al-Khatib, to lead the SNC to oppose 
President Bashar al-Assad’s government.  
Being a well known and respected 
personality in Syria he is known for his 
moderate views who believes in uniting 
all communities within Syria together. 
He has been actively opposition 
President Al Assad and was detained 
several times, before finally fleeing to 
Cairo from where he continued his 
opposition. It is interesting to note that 
Sheikh Al Khatib is not aligned to any 
political party, and therefore emerged 
as unity figure among the fractured 
opposition groups. 

UKRAINE 

President of Ukraine Calls on HH Sheikh Khalifa 
The President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan received at Dhiyafa 
– Mushrif Palace, Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych 
and his accompanying 
delegation. On his arrival at the 
Palace the visiting Ukrainian 
President was accorded an 
official ceremonial reception. 
The two presidents walked up 
to the dais as a band played the 
Ukrainian national anthem, 
following which the Artillery 
Regiment fired a 21-gun salute 
to the country’s guest. Later the 
two Presidents inspected the 
guard of honor. The President 
then accompanied the Ukrainian 
Head of State to the Union Hall 
at the Palace, where the latter 
shook hands with Sheikhs, 
ministers and senior officials.
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Business Diplomacy iTALiAN PM iN UAE

As the Italian Prime Minister Mario Monti visits the UAE in an effort to expand the bilateral relations between 
UAE and Italy, the International Diplomat reviews the highlights of the visit, the important meetings and the 
UAE-Italy Business Forum.

Italian Prime Minister
visits the UAE to expand bilateral relations

The Prime Minister of Italy Mario 
Monti undertook a very productive and 
high profile visit of the UAE aimed at 
building strong business, commerce and 
cultural relations between the UAE and 
Italy. During his visit he was accompanied 
by his wife and an important business and 
government delegation including executives 
of the Italian Sovereign and Italian Strategic 
funds.  While in the UAE the Prime Minister 
met with the country’s highest authorities, 
including the President HH Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed al-Nahyan, Prime Minister HH 
Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid, and Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,  

HH Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed al-
Nahyan. The details of the visit are stated 
as under, along with Ministers and senior 
government officials.

Meeting with the President 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan received Italian Prime 
Minister, Mario Monti and delegation 
accompanying him at Al Rawda Palace in 
Al Ain which was also attended by General 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces.  Sheikh Khalifa welcomed Monti 
to the UAE and hailed the distinguished 

cooperation and friendly relations between 
the UAE and Italy. During the meeting both 
sides held bilateral talks and discussed joint 
cooperation between the two countries 
along with means of strengthening them, in 
addition to discussing the latest international 
developments.  They also stressed on 
the need to strengthen international 
understanding and cooperation to enhance 
security and stability in the Gulf region, the 
Middle East and the world as a whole, within 
the framework of international resolutions, 
the need for respect for the sovereignty of 
States and the need to promote world peace. 
Sheikh Khalifa commended the role played 
by Italy on the regional and international 
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levels to resolve crises and reduce conflicts. 
For his part, the Italian Prime Minister 
appreciated UAE’s modern experience. 
Italian Prime Minister then signed an 
agreement with his UAE counterpart for a 
closer partnership between the two states in 
order to boost bilateral trade.

UAE Prime Minister holds Bilateral 
Talks with his Italian Counterpart

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, received Italian Prime Minister Mario 
Monti and his accompanying delegation at 
Za’beel Palace. During the meeting, which 
saw the attendance of Dubai Deputy Ruler 
Sheikh Maktoum bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Sheikh Mohammed 
and his guest discussed ways of boosting 
bilateral relations and expanding mutual 
cooperation in various fields between the 
UAE and Italy. They also discussed ways of 
promoting exchange of economic, cultural 
and intellectual cooperation of mutual 
benefit for both countries and peoples. The 
Italian Prime Minister praised the strong 
bilateral relations between his country and 
the UAE, expressing Italy’s respect and 
appreciation for the UAE’s revolutionary 
humanitarian and development experience 
that has resulted in an overall growth 
achieved in line with a futuristic vision.

Special Meeting between HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed & Italian PM

His Highness General Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces, received at Al Bateen 
Palace the visiting Italian Prime Minister, 
Mario Monti and his delegation. During 
meeting with Monti, Sheikh Mohammed 
stressed on the need for regular exchange 
of official visits to closely explore potential 
opportunities for joint cooperation and to 
share views and ideas on expanding trade 
and investment exchange. Both the leaders 

also reviewed a broad range of issues of 
mutual interest.  For his part, Monti praised 
the outstanding bilateral relations, saying 
that Italy is looking forward to broader 
joint partnership that satisfies ambitions of 
Emirati-Italian leaderships.

 
UAE-Italy Business Forum:

On the occasion of the UAE-Italy 
Business Forum at the Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce, Italian PM Monti and Sheikh 
Mohamed discussed bilateral relations and 
agreed on boosting cooperation in the field 
of services and industry. Monti said Italian 
government considers UAE as its top trading 
partner in the Arab world. Italian exports 
to UAE in 2011 surged by 28% to hit 4.7 
billion Euros adding that he was optimistic 
that this figure will be toped in 2012. In July 
this year, Monti said that Italy, which fell 
into recession this year, is keen on attracting 
investments from the UAE in order to revive 
its economy. Speaking at the occasion, 

UAE Minister of Economy H.E. Sultan al-
Mansouri said non-oil trade between UAE 
and Italy has grew by 295 percent since 
2001. Italian firms from the hospitality, 
food to construction sectors are active in 
the UAE. He said Monti’s visit comes at the 
right time as the new government in Rome 
has recently implemented a number of 
labor market reforms and anti-corruption 
initiatives. Commenting on the visit of 
Italian PM to UAE, Italian ambassador to 
the Emirates Giorgio Starace said, ‘’This 
visit will strengthen the already tight-
knit relations between Italy and the UAE. 
UAE already is Italy’s premiere and most 
important trading partner in the Middle 
East and Italy is interested in potential 
initiatives on the part of sovereign funds, 
such as the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 
(ADIA), in buying our debt”. He hoped that 
the relations between two countries will 
continue to grow stronger.
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Women in Leadership AWL ForUM 2012

The Prime Minister Opens 
Arab Women 
Leadership Forum 2012
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The visionary leadership of the UAE has always encouraged of women to contribute meaningfully in all 
aspects of life and society, and the Arab Women’s Leadership Forum has played a vital role in highlighting 
the significance of women in leadership roles.   Led by Her Highness Sheikha Manal bint Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum the Forum brings together some of the leading names of in Women Leadership from 
around the world. The International Diplomat takes a look at the important outcomes of the Forum held 
this year in Dubai.

The Arab Women’s Leadership Forum 
aims to celebrate women in leadership. 
It was held under the patronage, and 
the presence of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai; and led by Her 
Highness Sheikha Manal bint Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, President of 
Dubai Women Establishment, wife of 
His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Presidential Affairs UAE; Dubai 
Women Establishment (DWE) hosted the 
third edition of its flagship Arab Women 
Leadership Forum on November 19th and 
20th in Dubai. The Prime Minister was 
joined by the Crown Prince of Dubai His 
Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mohammed 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, along with Her 
Royal Highness Princess Ameera Al Taweel 
Al Saud of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Building on the success of the landmark 
2009 and 2010 Forum; delivering first 
of its kind content for audience of over 
700 prominent women leaders, and in 
recognition of its significance to Arab 
and global community, Arab Women 
Leadership Forum is one of many 
initiatives established by Dubai Women 
Establishment for the benefit of women 
with the active participation of private and 
public sector organizations.

Dubai Women Establishment (DWE) is a 
statutory body of the government of Dubai, 
which encourages and facilitates the active 
participation of Emirati women in the 
economy and society. It also influences 
networks and society to create a positive 
perception of participating Emirati women, 
and is delivering services in Dubai which 
address the multi-faceted needs of women 
to pursue an active lifestyle and sustained 
economic participation.

This year DWE hosted third edition of 
the Arab Women Leadership forum under 
the theme “Board Leadership and the 
Case for Diversity” that focused on issues 
and opportunities surrounding the role 
of women in the boardroom. UAE Vice 
President and Prime Minister and Ruler of 
Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
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Women in Leadership 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, opened the 
Forum.

The opening was followed by playing of 
the UAE national anthem and screening 
of a documentary film depicting the 
pivotal role of women in the building of 
the nation. The film basically highlighted 
the support provided by the country’s 
supreme leadership for the empowerment 
of women in the effort to make them prime 
partners in the country’s comprehensive 
development and welfare.

The Speaker of the Federal National 
Council (FNC), H.E. Mohammed Ahmed 
Al Mur, then addressed the Forum, praising 
the relentless efforts of the country’s 
leadership to strengthen women’s role in 
all walks of life on an equal footing with 
man. He noted that women in the UAE 
held several key positions including those 
of ministers and the first deputy speaker of 
the country’s legislative assembly.

Delivering speech on her behalf 
by the Director of the Dubai Women 
Establishment, H.E. Muna Ghanem 
Al Marri, Sheikha Manal said that the 
presence of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum at the opening of the Forum 
was inspiring and would motivate women 
to perceive their important role. Praising 
the efforts of UAE PM, she said, “These 
active women’s institutions that you see 
today are the fruit that embodies the 
aspirations of Emirati women. They lay 
down clear objectives and sublime goals 
for women. His Highness wanted women 
to participate in the development process 
so that it will become more effective and 
institutionalized”.

The top women leaders from throughout 
the region that participated in the event 
include Maali Qasem, CEO of Founder 
& Schema, Amman, Jordan. The panelist 
will include Noura Al Kaabi, Member of 
the UAE Federal National Council and 
CEO of twofour54, Abu Dhabi; Tae Shin 
Kwon, Vice Chairman of the Presidential 
Council on National Competitiveness, 
South Korea; Nadereh Chamlou, Senior 
Advisor in the Office of the Chief 
Economist, MENA Region, The World 
Bank; Dr. Sulaiman Al Hattlan, CEO of 
Hattlan Media, Saudi Arabia; Fatima Al 
Jaber, COO, Al Jaber Group, Abu Dhabi; 
and Hala Badri, Executive Vice President 
for Brand & Communication at Du, UAE. 
For two days, these women leaders focused 
on and discussed practical ideas on how to 
encourage women to play their role in the 
boards of directors of companies, which 
are usually dominated by men. They also 
highlighted on how positive governance 
practices in the Middle East can be 
encouraged.
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britain 

British 
Embassy hosts 
Remembrance 
Day Event 
HM British Ambassador to the United Arab 
Emirates  Dominic Jermey CVO, OBE hosted a 
reception to mark the remembrance day to pay 
tribute to the war heroes who laid down their lives 
in the line of duty.  The impressive ceremony was 
attended by members of the British community 
in the UAE who were joined by Emirati Nationals 
and other expatriates as a show of support.

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Diplomatic Events
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germany 

The Consul General of Germany, H.E Klaus 
Ranner, hosted the an impressive and graceful 
event to mark the German day of Unity in Dubai. 
The event was attended by noted and distinguished 
guests from across the UAE

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

German Day of 
Unity 2012 

Diplomatic Events
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belarus

National Day of Belarus 
The Ambassador of Belarus to the United Arab 
Emirates , H.E Alexander  Semashko hosted the 
Natioanl Day reception of the country in Abu Dhabi. 
The Celebrations were attended by businessmen, 
diplomats and other distinguished guests

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Diplomatic Events
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H.E  Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah Ali AL-Qatabi , The Ambassador of the Sultanate of Omani to the UAE 
hosted a diplomatic reception to mark the countries National Day. Guests from diplomatic, business and 
UAE national community attended the event along with the UAE based Omani nationals 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

National Day of the Sultanate of Oman

 P-25 www.thediplomatmagazine.com



algeria

The Ambassador of Algeria to the UAE, H.E 
Humaid Shubaira hosted the national day reception 
of Algeria. The impressive ceremony paid tribute 
to the bilateral relations between UAE and Algeria, 
and was attended by distinguished guests from 
across the country 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

National Day of 
Algeria 

Diplomatic Events
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belgium  

The National Day of Belgium 
The Ambassador of Belgium to the United Arab Emirates H.E Christian TANGHE  hosted the National 
day celebrations of the country in Abu Dhabi. The impressive ceremony was attended by distinguished 
guests, while the Ambassador in his speech paid rich tributes to the long standing relations between both 
countries 

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Diplomatic Events
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uae

Cultural Diplomacy:
French Sorbonne 
University 
The prolific French University  Sorbonne Abu 
Dhabi Saborne Univerity hosted a cultural poetic  
event in which various poets took part from 
around the word. The event also featured ‘Rumi’ 
dances and other traditional events to celebrate 
diversity of culture through Poetry

If you would like us to cover your events, please contact us

More images of this event are on our website:  
www.thediplomatmagazine.com

Diplomatic Events
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Sports Diplomacy 

Cricket Hero Gavaskar launches 
DANUBE LIONS

As part of its on-going corporate social 
responsibility efforts distinguished UAE based 
building material giant Danube invited cricket 
legend Sunil Gavaskar to Dubai where he 
launched a corporate outdoor cricket team 
‘Danube Lions’ at an impressive ceremony 
hosted at one of the iconic Dubai hotels.

Dubai has led the way when it comes to 
the region’s sporting developments especially 
with the creation of Dubai Sports city which 
has become home of some of the world’s most 
popular sports. Being a unique Dubai based 
cricket team, Danube Lions has been warmly 
welcomed by the community which comprises 
of cricketing enthusiasts from around the world.  

Speaking about the initiative the Managing 
Director of Danube Group, Mr. Anis Sajan said 
“Cricket is spreading at fast pace in the Middle 
East, especially in Dubai.  He further added that 
“following our triumph in indoor tournaments, 
we decided to launch operations for outdoor 
cricket. With the sport being so popular in 
the region it is our pleasure to promote and 
develop the game and open up opportunities 
for budding talents giving them a challenging 
platform to compete. Overall this is a beginning 
and in the coming future we aim to set up 
several more initiatives like this.” He added.  It 
was in the year 1989 that the UAE cricket team 
became an affiliate member of the International 
Cricket Council and won some of the most 

coveted tournaments such as the ACC Trophy 
on four consecutive occasions between 2000 and 
2006, and the ICC Trophy in 1994. 

The star of the evening was cricket legend Sunil 
Gavaskar, who is also the brand Ambassador 
of  Danube Group. He said that “the objective 
is to connect every cricket connoisseur and 
professional directly or indirectly with the game. 
The idea is to discover and nurture the young 
talents and also instill the right spirit to help the 
young players lead a healthy lifestyle. Moreover, 
cricket facilities in the UAE are truly world-class 
and I am confident that the outdoor team will 
see sporting excellence in the years to come.
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