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Editor’s Note
Dear Readers,
What you have in your hands is the first diplomatic
magazine in the UAE! Everything starts with an idea, and
this idea was born during my work as an Ambassador when
I often had the pleasure of being part of some wonderful
events and activities being organized by various Embassies,
Consulates and the Business Councils in the UAE. These
events were amazing in every way. They included impressive
National Day ceremonies, innovative business and trade
conferences and vibrant art and cultural events. They had all
the ingredients to attract mainstream attention and also provided an excellent basis
to promote goodwill and friendship among people and their countries. But despite
this, only a handful of these events were being covered in the mainstream media.
This was often discussed among the diplomatic community and we often debated
ways in which this “gap” could be overcome. It was at this point that the idea to start
our own magazine was born.
Having completed my tenure as an Ambassador at Large, I embarked upon
this exciting project to launch The International Diplomat. I am grateful to the
support and encouragement that I received from Ambassadors, Consul Generals,
and the Chairmen of the various Business Councils that represent almost 90
countries in the UAE.
The International Diplomat believes in promoting goodwill and friendship
among people, and their countries and will provide a platform that allows
Embassies, Consulates, Business Councils and the community at large to showcase
their events and activities.
We could not have asked for a better place to start such a magazine than the United
Arab Emirates, as this is a country which in itself is a beacon and a model global
village, where people from different countries, cultures and backgrounds co-exist
harmoniously. This positive interaction among communities is an example to the
whole world and has become possible due to the wise and visionary leadership of this
great country. We pay tribute to His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
The President of the UAE, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
The Prime Minister of the UAE, and Their Highnesses the rulers of the emirates
who have made it all possible. Let us all join in extending our congratulations to the
leaders and the people of the UAE on the 40th National Day of this great country.
It is our privilege to be launching this magazine on this momentous occasion. We
dedicate this magazine to the father of this Nation, His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan who shall remain our guiding beacon forever.
In the coming months you will see some wonderful features and coverage of some
of the most exciting events taking place in the UAE and I invite you to please keep
sending us your feedback as it will help us to meet your expectations. I now have the
privilege of introducing you to our team whose hard work and dedication has made
this magazine possible. Let the journey begin!
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Cover Story

spirit of the union

Fabulous at Forty

As the United Arab Emirates celebrates its 40th National Day, it is an occasion for Emirati
nationals and residents to look back and be proud of the phenomenal development and
achievements of their country under the visionary leadership of its rulers. The celebrations
began early with 40 days of events and activities leading up to National Day across all seven
emirates under the theme, “Spirit of the Union”, to unite citizens and residents by reflecting on
the country’s rich history, whilst looking forward towards the future with pride and confidence.
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A Rich Heritage

The UAE has a rich heritage and a
fascinating past. Rewind the clock more than
40 years to discover a vast desert area known
as The Trucial Coast which relied mainly on
pearl diving, fishing, date farming and camel
herding.  Many inhabitants pearl dived in the
summer and tended to their date farms in
winter. Camels were at the heart of the region’s
economy providing not only a means of
transport but various other uses. However the
discovery of oil  marked a turning point for the
region. Abu Dhabi began exporting this oil in
1962 and soon after, on December 2nd 1971,
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
led the initiative that succeeded in forming
the United Arab Emirates by bringing together
Abu Dhabi, with Dubai, Sharjah, Umm al
Quwain, Fujairah and Ajman.
The following year, Ras Al Khaimah also
joined.   Upon its formation in 1971 His
Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
was elected as the President of the Federation,
and His Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al
Maktoum became the Vice President.  Since
then, the UAE has undergone some huge
economic and societal transformations and
has today emerged as one of the most vibrant
economies of the world. This is a glowing
tribute to the vision of UAE’s founding fathers
who had realized that their progress and
prosperity lied in the unity of the Federation.

The Visionary Leadership

It was the enigmatic personality and
leadership of His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan that brought people from
seven emirates together to unite under one
flag of the federation of the UAE. Working
quickly to utilize the newly found oil revenue,
he established a large-scale construction
program that would rapidly see the creation
of schools, hospitals, roads and housing to
ensure that everyone would benefit from the
country’s resources.  
He attached great significance to education
and ensured that first class educational
institutions were setup across the country
that provided first class education to the
community, and it is the direct result of

his philosophy that today we see a large
number of highly reputable educational
institutions across the UAE, which also
includes international universities that has
made knowledge as one of the focus areas of
this growing economy. All of these schools,
colleges and universities in the UAE are well
attended by both national and expatriate
students some of whom have received global
accolades. His Highness Sheikh Zayed was
also a true believer in the importance of
women’s roles in the development of the
country. He attached a lot of importance
to ensure that women were given the
opportunity to study, work and do business
without restriction and if you look at the
Emirati society you will find many notable
women playing increasingly important roles
in commerce, education, health services,
banking, administration and even holding
key Government positions.  

Development
The development in the UAE over the
last forty years has been phenomenal,
and unequalled in the history of modern
civilization, thanks to the visionary leadership
of its rulers. In a few decades the country
has transformed from mainly a desert into
a world class destination with a towering
skyline that boasts the world’s tallest building,
the Burj Khalifa and the world’s only seven
star hotel, The Burj Al Arab. These are only
two of the many landmarks that have made
UAE famous you have many others like the
world’s largest man-made island, The Palm
Jumeriah, the Ferrari World, The Emirates
Palace Hotel, and the Saadiyat Island projects
in Abu Dhabi.   The political stability of the
federation has played a key role in ensuring
that equal opportunities are provided to all
and this has enabled the implementation of
consistent sound economic policies and the
reinforcing of the country’s social structure to
produce one of the most tolerant, prosperous,
secure and safest societies in the world. Dubai
and Abu Dubai have been ranked the top two
cities in the world for quality of life. This
has attracted a wide range of multinational
companies who have chosen the UAE to

station their headquarters.

Leadership

The visionary leadership of the UAE is
perhaps one of the most significant factors
in the progress of the UAE which has
emerged as a model of good governance. The
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, and the Prime Minister
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum are one of the most revered
and loved personalities of the UAE by both
nationals and residents alike.   They have
led their people to create a country that has
become a symbol of success and glory in the
modern world.

Cosmopolitan Society

The encouraging and welcoming policies of
the UAE government has attracted millions of
people from around the world to come here
to live, work and do business, and today UAE
boasts of having more than 100 nationalities
living together harmoniously. The country
has established itself as a global village where
people have progressed phenomenally while
at the same time contributing to the rich
fabric of the society.

A Spirit of Union

Forty summers have passed since the
creation of the UAE and the changes have
been rapid and dramatic. The spirit of Sheikh
Zayed, the country’s founder lives on today
and needs to be celebrated and shared. There
is a past – of story tellers, pearl divers, fishing
and camel trading.
There is a present – multicultural, different
people from so many different places all
helping the nation to prosper and grow. And
so too will there be a future, the strength of
a collective people and the potential of this
great nation is a story still to be unraveled.
It is this that needs to be recognized and
celebrated as the nation looks forward to the
future full of hope and pride, and just like the
quote by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, “in the race of
excellence there is no finishing line”. So, the
success of the UAE continues...
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uae national day messages

Diplomatic Greetings
H.E. Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Othman
Ambassador of Qatar
Dean of the UAE Diplomatic Corps
The UAE and Qatar have a history of long standing friendship
between the people and their leaders. On the momentous occasion
of the National Day I extend my warmest congratulations to His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President
of the UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, and His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum the Vice President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and the Ruler of Dubai. I also extend
the congratulations from the people of Qatar to the people of UAE
on this great milestone in their country’s history.
H.E. Michael H. Corbin
Ambassador of the United States
Her Excellency Fatima Mohammed Ishaq Al Awadhi
Deputy Director General, UAE Insurance Authority
We celebrate the 40th National Day of United Arab Emirates with pride
and honor and pay tribute to our founders and leaders under whose
leadership the country has achieved unprecedented success.  When the
father of this nation His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
may his soul rest in peace, laid the foundation of the federation he
knew that the key to the country’s success is in remaining united, and
it is this Spirit of the Union that forms the basis of our celebrations
today. We are blessed to have visionary, wise and able leaders like His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan President of the UAE,
and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, the Vice President & Prime Minister of UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, whose leadership have put this country on the road
to progress, and success. They have guided their citizens to unite, and work hard with dedication and
commitment to build a nation of which we are all proud. We extend our warm congratulations to all the
citizens and residents of the UAE and join them in celebrating the 40 glorious year of our beloved country.

Congratulations on 40 years of
progress. The US is honoured to be
a part of this progress as all of the
different sectors from the US have
contributed to what has been a very
important and dynamic vision that
this country has led with. It’s a great
testament to the success of this country
that the 40th anniversary can be such
an occasion for celebration.

H.E. Jameel A. Khan
Ambassador of Pakistan
It gives me great pleasure to extend my warmest congratulations to
the Government and the people of the UAE on the advent of the
country’s 40th National Day. The success and achievements of the
UAE under the wise and able leadership of its rulers is a moment
of great pride not just for the people of the UAE but also for the 1.2
million Pakistanis and other expatriates that have been a part of
this great nation’s journey towards greatness.
On behalf of the government and people of Pakistan I give
tribute to the great leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President of UAE, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the Prime
Minister and Vice President of UAE, and His Highness General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, and Chairman of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi   and let me assure
them that the people and government of Pakistan are with you every step of the way on this joyous
occasion. I also convey my congratulations to their highnesses the Rulers of the Emirates, the
Crown Princes, Deputy Rulers and the people of the UAE. Long Live Pakistan - UAE Friendship.
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H.E. Jean Paul Tarud-Kobourn
Ambassador of Chile
I want to congratulate the Rulers
and the people of the United Arab
Emirates not only for the anniversary
date but also for everything that has
been achieved in just four decades. I
have had the privilege to participate in
the UAE’s 5th anniversary in 1976 and
have seen the tremendous progress
and development since then. I wish
the People and the Rulers of UAE
success and progress for the future.

cover story

Mr Khalaf Al Habtoor
This celebration is one of the most important in our life, the
40th anniversary of the Federation of our unity. I am sure the
Founders of our Nation, Their Highnesses Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan al Nahyan and Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum can
see the success and see what they have done and they are proud
of us.

H.E. Dona Turk
Consul General of Lebanon
Dean of the Consular Corps of Dubai & the Northern Emirates
Her Excellency Dona Turk, Consul General of Lebanon and Dean
of the Consular Corps of Dubai & the Northern Emirates would
like to express her congratulations to the Leaders of the UAE on
the occasion of their 40th National Day celebrations.

Mr Suhail A.L. Galadari
Director, Galadari Brothers Co. LLC
The 40th National Day of the UAE is an important
milestone for our country, and a matter of great pride
to witness the incredible progress and development
that has taken place, under the dynamic leadership
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan,  President of UAE and Ruler of Abu Dhabi,
and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Prime Minister and Vice President of the
UAE and Ruler of Dubai. At this important time, we
must also remember our great founding fathers for
it is they who showed the vision, the farsightedness
and the pioneering spirit to create this miracle in
the desert. His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and His Highness Sheikh
Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum will always be remembered on the front pages of our
history and it is an occasion to salute them for their leadership.    The progress of the
UAE is also a tribute to the hard working people of this country who have shown distinct
commitment and dedication to their tasks and taken their responsibilities seriously. The
dividends have been well deserved and one expresses the hope that the future will be
even brighter.   The investor friendly and innovative policies of the government have
encouraged and motivated people from around the world to work, do business in the
UAE and make it their second home. The celebrations of the 40th National Day reflect
progress and prosperity of the UAE and its people, and I am so proud and humbled to be
an intrinsic part of this momentous occasion.

His Excellency Fanus Schoeman
Consul General of South Africa
For any country to celebrate its National
Day it is a proud moment. For the UAE it
is an even bigger milestone to celebrate its
40th National Day. It gives the opportunity
to reflect on the achievements of the past
and plan for the future developments and
activities. The UAE can be very proud of what
it has achieved over 40 years and it gives me
pleasure to be part of this important moment
in this country’s history.
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uae national day messages

His Excellency Guy Warrington
HM British Consul General
I would like to congratulate the UAE on their
40th National Day celebrations. The UAE and
Britain have shared an excellent bond over
the last four decades and there has always
been a long tradition of our two countries
working together.

H.E. Klaus Ranner
Consul General of Germany

H.E. Alain Azouaou
Ambassador of France
The Federation has known a tremendous
economic growth since its creation in 1971 to
become a genuine model of economic success
in the Middle East. The fact that the UAE’s
economic strategy lays in diversification proves
that the country is preparing its economic
future wisely. The UAE is striving to build
a sustainable economy and as an economic
partner, France is willing to be involved in this
ambitious program.

Emirati Expressions
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First and foremost congratulations for
the achievements of the UAE throughout
these 40 years. Best wishes for that
important role the UAE are playing in
the international, economic and political
communities, which will be even more
significant in the future. We can all face
the challenges of the globalized world
together.

Image courtesy of www.uaenationalday.ae
Khaleej Times and WAM

cover story

The Seven Stars of the UAE Federation
The United Arab Emirates is made up of seven unique emirates,
each with their own distinct history and heritage.
Abu Dhabi:

Abu Dhabi covers almost 90 per cent of the country and is the largest emirate. Over the
years and under the visionary leadership of His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
it has been transformed from a traditional fishing and pearl-diving community into a modern
metropolis. Since Sheikh Zayed’s death in 2004, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE
President and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, has continued this tradition, cementing the excellence of
this ever-evolving city.

Dubai:

Dubai, although the second largest of the emirates, is the nation’s capital, renowned the world
over for it’s rapid progress and exceptional skyline. Historically, the creek was a natural harbor
that fostered its position as a central trading point uniting the East with the West. Under the
esteemed leadership of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Dubai is now
a multi-cultural city famous for its innovative architecture. It is also a tourist hot-spot and a
successful modern city, where businesses and investments flourish.  

Sharjah:

Sharjah, shares a southern border with Dubai and has a distinct coastline that stretches
across the Arabian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. Historically, as a leading port, it successfully
combined salt mining and its pearling industries to become an important trading point in the
region. Today, Sharjah remains true to its heritage and Arabic traditions and leads the way as a
cultural and educational centre of the UAE. Its respected Ruler, Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed
Al Qasimi, takes pride in preserving the country’s culture.

Ras Al Khaimah:

Ras Al Khaimah, the most northerly emirate, is ruled by another branch of the Al Qasimi
family. Its constant water supply from the Hajar Mountains has meant Ras Al Khaimah has a
unique lush landscape and has benefitted agriculturally from this natural resource. This inlet also
boasts a rich history and was well known for having a prosperous port, and the most beautiful
pearls in the area. Ras Al Khaimah’s current ruler is Sheikh Saqr bin Mohammed Al Qasimi.

Fujairah:

Fujairah lies on the coast of the Gulf of Oman and is ruled by the Al Sharqi family. Fujairah’s
economy traditionally relied on fishing and agriculture. Like Ras Al Khaimah, Fujairah is
irrigated by rainwater from the Hajar Mountains making it a rich place agriculturally. Sheikh
Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi is the present ruler.

Ajman:

Ajman, the smallest emirate, is ruled by the Al Nuami family. Traditionally, as a creek, dhow
building was its primary trade, which was supplemented by fishing and date-tree plantations.
Following the Union of the emirates, Ajman grew in prominence over the years, which is
reflected today in its modern buildings and an efficient infrastructure. Sheikh Humaid bin
Rashid Al Nuami has been the ruler since 1981.

Umm Al Quwain:

Umm Al Qawain is ruled by the Al Mualla family. It is the second smallest and the least
populated emirate with Sharjah and Ajman to the south and Ras Al Khaimah to the north.
Fishing and date farming remain the emirate’s source of wealth. Umm Al Qawain has progressed
into a modern state since the union of 1971 and continues to develop and flourish under its
present ruler, Sheikh Rashid bin Ahmed Al Mualla.
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National Day Events

Turkey

Abu Dhabi

H.E. Vural Altay, Ambassador of Turkey and H.E Abdullah bin Mohammed Al
Othman, Ambassador of Qatar, cutting the ceremonial cake.

National Day
of Turkey

1

His Excellency Vural Altay, the Ambassador
of Turkey in the UAE, celebrated Turkey’s
National Day at their beautiful Embassy
grounds in Abu Dhabi. The memorable
occasion was enjoyed by a number of visiting
dignitaries, government officials and members
of the Turkish expatriate community.

Colonel Pilot Francesco Tinagli Italian Defence Attache (left), Major General
Hank Morrow Senior Defence official US Embassy and Lieutenant Colonel Lutz
Muhlhofer German Embassy
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Jean Paul Tarud-Kobourn Ambassador of Chile (left)
and Behar Bejko Ambassador of Albania (right)

photo feature

2

3

Ambassador of Turkey and Wife (left) and Mutasim J. Al- Midfa

4

Marwan (left) and Emel.

5
6

His Highness Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan along with dignitaries
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national day of turkey

7

Mr Leitao Ambassador of Portugal and Spouse.

Image Captions

8

01:
02:
03:
04:
05:
06:
07:
08:

H.E. Vural Altay, Ambassador of Turkey welcoming the guests.
Mohammed A. Gello Ambassador of Kenya (left), Ahmed Siddiq Abdel Hai Ambassador of Sudan, Radomir Kosic Ambassador
extraordinary and plenipotentiary to UAE and the Kingdom of Bahrain permanent representative to IRENA (right)
Tatsuo Watanabe Ambassador of Japan (right) and Kwon Tae Kyun Ph.D Ambassador of Korea
Dr Aleksandr Semeshko Ambassador of Belarus (right) and Andrew Andreev Ambassador of Russia
Somchai Charanasomboon Ambassador of Thailand, M. Wahid Supriyadi Ambassador of Indonesia, Arjun B. Thapa Ambassador of Nepal.
Bishoy (left), Cem Atac, Ali Mirza (right).
Abdullah (left), Hassan (centre) and Hussein M. Mahamed (all from Somalian Embassy)
Adnan Z. Amin (right), and Mohammed A. Gello Ambassador of Kenya
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Diplomatically Speaking

US AMbassador - uae

A

mbassador Corbin arrived in
the UAE on July 27th, 2011
and was formally nominated
as the Ambassador of   United
States of America by President
Barack Obama on May 5th, 2011.  Mr Corbin  
joined the Foreign Service in 1985 and by
January 2012, will have served 26 years in
various diplomatic assignments around the
Middle East. He has served twice in Kuwait,
Egypt and Tunisia, and spent some years too
in Syria and Iraq.
Such longevity in the region has afforded
Mr Corbin advantages, which he modestly
admits to, “I do understand and speak some
Arabic and I do understand the culture. I
think I bring knowledge and a willingness
to learn about the Emirates. I see my role as
being as engaged as possible in society. I’ve
only been here three months and my goal is
to get out more.”

Growing Relations Between the UAE
and the US

Since the establishment of the US Embassy
in 1972, the relationship between the US
and the UAE has always been one of close
collaboration. These ties remain strong today
and will continue to grow, according to HE
Ambassador Michael Corbin, ‘’I would say
in all the areas whether economical, political,
military, cultural and educational, we have

H.E. Michael H. Corbin

Ambassador of United States of America

His Excellency Michael H. Corbin, US Ambassador to the UAE, has enjoyed a warm
welcome since arriving here a few months ago. Here, he speaks to the International
Diplomat about the long-standing, cooperative bond between the US and the UAE and his
personal familiarity and fondness for a region he has spent many years working in. Never
one to miss an opportunity to meet people, the US Ambassador reaches out to Emiratis
and US communities alike, knowing his role as US Ambassador is “to be a link between
our two countries and to think of innovative ways of reaching out to the populations of
the countries I serve. I’ve spent a long time serving in the region and I love it here”.
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interview
when you have so many shared interests.”

Food Industry

The food industry is one expanding
market that Mr Corbin has identified which
might come as a surprise to some, “A sector
that everyone knows about but they really
don’t focus on is food. There is an enormous
appetite literally for American brand food
products here, whether its potato chips or
popcorn. When I talk to merchants and
business people in both Dubai and Abu
Dhabi, there is enormous growth in the
imports of American food projects, both at
the bulk level and packaging.”

Small-Medium Enterprise Market

enormous cooperation and its grown across
all the areas. In terms of political ties, we
have an extremely close relationship with the
leadership of the UAE.’’

US Trade Focus

Already satisfied that the US has sound
policies regarding the US-UAE political,
military and economic areas, on trade, there
remains work to do. Furthering business
interests between the US and the UAE is
one of Mr Corbin’s primary focuses as an
incoming Ambassador, “Business is one
of the areas that I am going to prioritise. I
think US businesses have been drawn to Abu
Dhabi, and to some of the other Northern
Emirates because of the atmosphere here,
which is so positive, but there hasn’t been so
much institutional organization of business
relationships. I think that the Embassy and
the US Government can usefully serve the
purpose of facilitating trade, helping to
support organisations such as the American
Business Council of Dubai and the Northern
Emirates and the American Chamber of
Commerce (AmCham) to be voices and
connectors for American businesses with
Emirati businesses and government.”
Mr Corbin recognises that US trade and
business here is a key area of growth, which
he hopes to tap into, “There is enormous

the UAE, particularly in oil and the energy
sectors. However, from both sides, steps are
being taken to further enhance economic
cooperation between the US and the UAE, as
Mr Corbin adds, “In addition to oil and gas we are focused on other areas because oil and
gas are going so well. We have just had a trade
mission here led by our under-secretary of
Commerce Franscisco Sanchez that focused
on transportation and infrastructure.”
In Abu Dhabi, the Etihad Rail programme
and the structured airport development plan
are proven joint US/UAE initiatives that can
be commended for improving infrastructure
in the region. Road projects continue to move
forward, and there is a great deal of success
and cooperation between the two countries,
as Mr Corbin notes, “there is so much
potential and also in the alternative energy
side of the equation. We’re very involved in
MASDAR and in projects and joint-ventures
in the alternative energy sectors.”

UAE Investment in the US

Similarly, UAE companies continue to
invest in the US and remain ambitious there.
One example among many others is the $2
billion AMD Shipping Plant, a huge UAE
investment in the Eastern Upstate of New York
that has created 6,000 jobs in that area. The
news for the future is positive, as Mr Corbin

My government is committed to supporting a transition
to economic prosperity, to stability, to success in this
critical region of the world. I think our policies demonstrate
commitment and we’ll keep working towards that
potential here and it is a hugely evolving area.
Just in the time I have been here in June 2011,
there were 700 US businesses and companies
in various forms, and by November there are
750 - we see enormous change.”
A large number of US companies have
established themselves in the UAE due to
the open and investor-friendly policies of

outlines, “There is enormous potential in the
US economy and a lot of job creation going on.
It is an engine for growth and UAE investment
in the US is important to us.”
There are always a string of high-level
visitors from all countries to further support
bilateral relations between the two countries.
“There is a natural coordination of visitors

The US Embassy, remaining focused on
bringing in more US business to the UAE
hopes to attract smaller firms, “There are
a number of large companies here but we
need to get the small and medium companies
here and that’s one of the areas in the food
industries.”
Other areas to be targeted are the
healthcare facilities in the UAE. The US have
already successfully launched some visionary
projects in the UAE, such as the Cleveland
Clinic of Abu Dhabi, Dubai Medical City
and as Mr Corbin says, they plan to build on
these initiatives, “the US has a strong offering
of services, equipment and know-how that
we think have an enormous potential for
cooperation here still.”

US Expatriates in the UAE

Attracted by work and investment prospects,
the US population forms one of the largest
Western expatriate communities in the UAE,
which is estimated to number up to 15,000 US
nationals. Working in numerous sectors across
the board, such as IT, Law, Construction, Oil
and Gas and Infrastructure, the potential for US
business and population numbers to increase
here is strong, as Mr Corbin recognises, ‘’the
UAE can be rightly proud of establishing a
community where businesses want to come
and bring their families. There is more that can
be done. This is a place that attracts expatriates
because of its moderate model. I would say
that as the US economy continues to grow and
develop, there is enormous potential in many
different sectors.”

Innovative Outreach

Mr Corbin’s responsibility is also to expand
US participation throughout the UAE and
to make the US people better understood
here, “I plan to get out and visit each of the
Emirates. There is an enormous potential for
growth and it is important that we listen.”
Learning more about the UAE is important
too and the new US Consulate building in
Dubai will serve the Northern Emirates as
well as Dubai and consequently, there is a lot
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US Embassy focuses on bringing Emirati
students to the US to study and institutions,
such as New York University in Abu Dhabi
organize exchange programmes. These to
give Emirati citizens enriching academic,
professional, and personal experiences
in the United States, and provide them
with a chance to exchange ideas with their
American colleagues. Mr Corbin points out
that there are always plans to expand, “My
team’s job is to encourage more Emirati
students to go to the US. We have shortand long-term programmes and its very
important of build those links.
We are doing everything possible to
increase the amount of Emirati students going
to the US and the main thing is to facilitate
the visa process and make that easier.”

UAE’s Phenomenal Pace of Change

U.S. Ambassador H.E. Michael H. Corbin presents his credentials to
H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, September 20, 2011.

of collaboration between all parts of the UAE,
but as Mr Corbin suggests, there is more
‘innovative outreach’ to be done. The cultural
exchange programme, ‘American Corners’, is
one example of this. A music group from New
York performed recently and held workshops
in Fujairah and Sharjah.

Relations with the Arab World

The US government has an important task
within the Muslim World, with both the UAE
and US working together to build a vital
understanding of this relationship. As with all
issues, the US and UAE remain coordinated
on the unfolding situation in countries in
the Arab region, such as Yemen, Libya and
Tunisia and on the concept of ‘Arab Spring’.
Mr Corbin too is keen to stress the importance
of remembering that these countries remain
different, as he highlights, ‘’I’m not so keen on
the term ‘Arab Spring’ because every country
is different. For example, Libya is next door to
Tunisia and you couldn’t find two countries
that are more different in every way. It is very
important that we understand the differences
between these countries and it requires
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knowledge of the region to be able to talk.
We share the UAE desire to have moderate
positive policies flourish in this region.’’
The Ambassador’s key point is to
understand and respect the transitions that
are going on in every country. He mentions
too the real current that’s been present in
the Arab world for some time and the tide of
change going on today. The message is that
there is a continuous desire from the US and
the UAE to support stability and prosperity
in the region, as Mr Ambassador Corbin
conveys, ‘’My government is committed
to supporting a transition to economic
prosperity, to stability, to success in this
critical region of the world. I think our
policies demonstrate commitment and we’ll
keep working towards that.’’

Educational Cooperation

Emirati students are travelling to the US
in record numbers from the UAE. In 2011,
this figure increased by 35% as various
US educational and medical institutions
continue to cooperate with their UAE
partners. Culturally and educationally the

Mindful of the recent UAE’s 40th National
Day celebrations, Mr Corbin praises the
UAE on its unprecedented rate of progress
and development over the last four decades.
Remarking on this milestone, his message is
undeniably positive, “Congratulations on 40
years of progress. The US is honoured to be
a part of this progress as all of the different
sectors from the US have contributed to
what has been a very important and dynamic
vision that this country has led with. It’s a
great testament to the success of this country
that the 40th anniversary can be such an
occasion for celebration.”
The future of the UAE too from a US
perspective is equally positive,
“I think the UAE has managed its growth
and continues to manage its growth. It is
looking very carefully at its 2030 plan of what
to do for future generations, what to do for
its expat community, how to manage its oil
resources in a way that will grow the other
parts of its economy. Its taking advantage of its
trends, taking advantage of the central location
it has and the population it has engaged in in building this country but is sending out a
positive message for this region.”

UAE-US Business Council

Private sector cooperation is key towards
building a strong relationship between both
countries, and Mr Corbin regards the UAEUS Business Council as playing a role in this
context, “The US-UAE Business Council is
an extremely vibrant and successful tool that
helps to bring our two countries together and it
is a model for bilateral business partnerships”.
The US Embassy is intrinsically linked to
the American Business Council of Dubai
and the Northern Emirates, supports
Mubadala to facilitate the diversification
of Abu Dhabi’s economy, and of course,
AmCham. These are the organisations here
that represent US business. They also work
closely with the UAE-US Business Council

interview

U.S. Ambassador Michael H. Corbin and
Dr Abdullah Al Reyes, Director General of the
National Center for Documentation and Research
in Abu Dhabi, August 18, 2011.

and their US counterparts in Washington,
looking continuously to expand those
private sector relationships.

Art and Cycling

When Mr Corbin is not officially working,
his passion is for cycling, something he has
done since he was just 6 years old. “I enjoy
cycling and it is a great way of meeting people
and of seeing the country.”
Mr Corbin also has a love of art and is
excited about the evolving art scene in the
UAE and to Art Dubai (in March 2012). “I’m
very interested in art in this part of the world
and I’ve been going to Dubai to art galleries
to see what is going on. The UAE is somewhat
rare in having such a focus on new creative
ways of presenting art.”

U.S. Ambassador Michael H. Corbin visits Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, July 30, 2011.

U.S. Ambassador Michael H. Corbin pictured with a falcon and Dr Margit Muller.

Sport Diplomacy

As well as Mr Corbin’s own interest in
cycling, he also supports ‘sport diplomacy’
acknowledging that sport connects people
and brings them together.  “I look for every
opportunity to support sport diplomacy, for
example a female Emirati team of soccer
players recently went to the US which was
a great initiative of the UAE Embassy in
Washington. It is also important in our
society to focus on health and fitness.”
So, returning to his love of cycling, this
seems the ideal past time for the sociable
US Ambassador, who can combine his love
of exploring the country and culture, of the
UAE, to meeting people. “I plan to cycle
around the country, meeting people and
talking to people.”

By: Lisa Crowther
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National Day Events

Petr Darmovzal (Commercial Counsellor Czech Republic)
and Jaroslav Ludva (Ambassador of Czech Republic)

2

Abu Dhabi

Czech Republic

1

National Day of
Czech Republic
His Excellency Jaroslav Ludva, the Ambassador of the
Czech Republic, hosted Chile’s National Day celebrations.
UAE Ministers, government officials and local businessmen
attended the lavish event. Also present were VIP Diplomats
and a gathering of resident Czech expatriates.

3

Dorian Prisacaru (Minister Counsellor Romania), Huib de Bliek
(Counsellor Netherlands), Marc Scheer (Charge d affaris Grand Duchy)

Gabriela, Pavel, Zuzana, Selvice
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4

5

Ilkka-Pekka Simila (Ambassador of Finland) & Mrs Simila,
Janos Gyuris (Ambassador of Hungary) & Mrs Gyuris

6

Image Captions

Mohd Reza (Ambassador of Iran), Yousuf Mohd (Minister Plenipoteniary),
Hamid Chebira (Ambassador of Algeria), Arshad Tawfiq (Ambassador of Iraq),
Nayef F.EL Zidan (Ambassador of Jordan)

01:
02:
03:
04:
05:
06:

Dominic Jermey (HM Ambassador of  British Embassy), Dr Naeemat
Maqbool Moos (Counsellor South Africa), Asa Berntsson (Embassy of
Sweden), Leila Abdu (Embassy of Sweden)
HE Ephraim (Ambassador of Swaziland), Niculae GOIA (Ambassador  
of Romania), Md Nazmul (Ambassador of Bangladesh)
Salaj Suleiman (Counsellor Kuwait), Wisnu Suryo (Minister
Counsellor), Dipak Adhikari (Counsellor Nepal)
Low Pit Chen (Charge d Affairs a.i Singapore), Dr Li Chen Sim, Dr
Frank Cibulka
Samy, Jindra

More images of this event are on our website:
www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Abu Dhabi

Chile

Claudia Camasco, Attilio Thompson, Jean Paul Tarud Kobourn. (Ambassador of Chile)

National Day
of Chile
His Excellency Jean Paul TarudKobourn, the Ambassador of
Chile, hosted a stylish reception
to mark Chile’s National
Day with the UAE Minister
for Scientific Education, His
Highness Sheikh Nahyan bin
Mubarak Al Nahyan, as the
Guest of Honour. Other VIP
guests included members of the
Royal Family, Ambassadors, and
business leaders as well as noted
UAE Nationals and members of
Chile’s expatriate community in
the UAE.
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A host of VIPs and Chilean residents celebrated 201st National Day

1

2

photo feature

3

4

Shk Mohd Bin Rashid Al Mualla, Abdul Aziz (Qatar Embassy)

5

6

Image Captions

Guests enjoying the celebration.

01:
02:
03:
04:
05:
06:

Robyn Batten, Valentina Troni and Sylvia Castro
Laura Tarraf, Sergio Catalan
Dr Maha, Mr Roberto Velez Ambassador of Colombia & Wife (centre),
Juonita Bell
Marco Martines P. Consul Deputy Head of Mission, Chile, Arikson Espinal,
Edwardo Cintron Morales Counsellor, Embassy of Dominican Republic
Guests awaiting the cake cutting ceremony.
Ashkan Nassabi, Ayoub Al Sharif and Ali Shokrallah

More images of this event are on our website:
www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Turkish Ambassador - uae

H.E. Vural Altay

Ambassador of Turkey

H

is Excellency Vural Altay,
Ambassador of Turkey,
speaks to The International
Diplomat about the common
values between Turkey and
the UAE, growing trade relations and his
future goals.
Diplomat: When did diplomatic relations
between Turkey and the UAE start and how
has this relationship evolved over the years?
Vural Altay: Relations between Turkey and
the UAE, since its establishment in 1971, have
been evolving and further developing and this
pace gained momentum after the inauguration
of the Turkish Embassy in Abu Dhabi in 1979.
Turkish-UAE relations are based on friendship
and brotherhood. Although the two countries
do not share a common border, they share
many common values because of historical
and cultural reasons.
There are no problems at the political
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level between the two countries. Another
important aspect that has added momentum
to our bilateral relations has been the increase
in the frequency of mutual high-level visits
in recent years. Visits realised at the level
of Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister
and Ministers in 2010 and 2011 have added
further momentum to our relations.
On the other hand, Turkey’s active and
constructive foreign policies, aimed at
establishing peace and stability in the Middle
East, have had positive repercussions both
with UAE public opinion and the UAE
Government, thus contributing to the further
development of our bilateral relations.
D: What would you say are the main areas
of cooperation between Turkey and the UAE?
VA: Developments in the political relations
have fostered a positive atmosphere for the
improvement of economic, commercial,
military, cultural and social relations between

the two countries.
UAE is an important and dynamic actor in
the region in terms of trade and economics,
therefore providing a market with a high
potential for our businessmen. Increasing
the density and variety of the economic and
trade relations between Turkey and the UAE
are among our top priorities. UAE is Turkey’s
main trading partner in the GCC region.
There are more than 500 Turkish firms being
represented in the UAE.
D: The UAE has established itself as a hub of
business and trade - how is the commercial
relationship between your country and the
UAE? What initiatives are being taken to
enhance the business and trade relations
between both countries? How do you see these
relations developing in the future?
VA: Commercial relations between the UAE
and Turkey has been growing in recent years
experiencing strong growth rates. In 2000, the

interview
companies in the UAE.
We hope that this trend will continue.
We want to expand this cooperation to the
energy and other fields as well. We would like
to see more engineers, technicians, doctors
and nurses working in the UAE. This is also
the desire from the UAE side.
D: The UAE celebrates its 40th National
Day this year. What do you think about the
UAE’s growth and development over the last
four decades?

bilateral trade volume between our countries
was  $355 million, by 2008 the trade volume
reached $8.6 billion. In 2010, the bilateral
trade volume was over $4 billion. Turkey’s
exports were $3.3 billion   and our imports
from the UAE were $698 million. The UAE
is Turkey’s largest export market among the
GCC countries and the second largest after
Iraq among the Middle East countries.
Free trade agreement is being negotiated
between the GCC and Turkey in order to
enhance our trade relations further. An
Agreement Concerning The Reciprocal
Promotion and Protection of Investments
was signed and approved by Turkey and the
UAE. The 8th Session of Joint Economic
Commission Meeting was held in Abu Dhabi

see more investment from UAE into Turkey
in the near future.
D: Any proposed high level visits between the
UAE and Turkey?
VA: During his last official visit to Abu Dhabi,   
on the 7th of November, our Minister of
Foreign Affairs, H.E. Ahmet Davutoğlu,
signed the MoU on the “Establishment of a
Joint Committee for Cooperation Between
Turkey and the UAE”.
In this context, the first Preparatory
Meeting of the said Committee, headed by
the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of both  sides
will be held in the near future in Abu Dhabi.

Turkish-UAE relations are based on friendship and
brotherhood. Although the two countries do not share
a common border, they share many common values
because of historical and cultural reasons.
between 8th-10th February, 2011.
In addition to agreements and meetings
between our respective government
institutions, Turkish and Emirati companies
attend different exhibitions and conferences
organized in the UAE and in Turkey. Turkish
companies for instance, join more than 100
exhibitions organized in the UAE every year.
I can say that trade and business relations
between our countries will continue
experiencing high rates of growth and we will

D: Several citizens of Turkey are resident in
the UAE. What are their numbers and how do
you see the contributions of your community
towards the UAE?
VA: There are about 9,000 Turkish citizens
living in the UAE. They are mostly
employed in construction, tourism and
transportation businesses. Each year we see
more and more entrepreneurs and highlevel managers coming to work in different

VA: I believe that the 40th National Day
celebrations   mark the culmination of 40
years as a modern and progressive nation for
the UAE. The vision of the late Sheikh Zayed
was progressive, and the spirit of innovation
continues today in the modern UAE. In this
regard, it is not a coincidence that today the
UAE is home to technology, high-skilled
human capital as well as being a multicultural
society. What UAE has been able to achieve
over the last 40 years is a real success story
which we all admire.
The foundations of UAE foreign policy
also
comprise
good
neighborliness,
understanding, and non-interference in
internal issues, as well as the peaceful
settlement of all disputes. This policy asserts
the prominent position of the UAE among
the international community.
D: What business, trade and investment
opportunities does your country offer to
prospective investors? Do you offer any
incentives to attract foreign investment?
VA: Turkey offers many opportunities to
investors with its economy, its young and
dynamic population, its geography and with
its stable democracy. Turkey has a promising
economy with a bright future as it is expected
to be the fastest growing economy among
the OECD members during 2011-2017, with
an annual average real GDP growth rate of
6.7 per cent.
Turkey is an institutionalized economy
fueled by over $94 billion of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in the last eight years
and ranked as the 15th most attractive FDI
destination for 2008-2010 (UNCTAD).
Turkey is considered as a natural bridge
between both East-West and North-South
axes, thus creating an efficient and cost
effective outlet to major markets. Investors
will have easy access to 1.5 billion customers
(representing markets worth USD 23 trillion
of GDP) in Europe, Eurasia, the Middle East
and North Africa when they locate their
businesses in Turkey.
The Turkish government is offering many
incentives and advantages to potential
investors. Such as, low tax rates for all types of
companies, total and partial tax exemptions
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The UAE is Turkey’s largest export market among
the GCC countries and the second largest after
Iraq among the Middle Eastern countries.

The Sultan Ahmed Mosque is a historical mosque in Istanbul, the largest city in Turkey

There are so many historic and cultural
structures to be seen in Mardin, Istanbul,
Izmir, Antalya, Trabzon, Hatay and
Cappadocia regions. And not just the
structures; gastronomy, clothing, hand crafts
and many more show the reflections of a rich
and lively culture.
While monotype service in tourism leads
people to a destination just because of their
habits, Turkish tourism aims to arouse
curiosity and offers new things. While doing
these, it is important to strike everyone’s
fancy from every strata, every budget and
every culture. This year Turkey will receive
more than 30 million tourists, becoming
the 7th most attractive touristic destination
in the world. Our tourism revenues will go
beyond 30 billion US Dollars in 2011.
D: Tourism for both Turkey and the UAE is
very important. How do you think the UAE
might continue to attract foreign tourists?
VA: With the development of the tourism
sector in the whole world, many competitors
are being involved and each country should
keep its position well supported. UAE has
the supplies, the culture, the coasts, the
nature and the hospitality to take its share
from this big cake.
Through various prestigious organisations
such as Formula 1 and the Museum Projects in
Saadiyat Island, the UAE is already positioning
itself in an ambitious and attractive way for
foreign visitors. Newly built luxurious hotels
and easy air connections to the UAE make this
country more popular than ever.
Thanks to this policy, this year we will be
receiving more than 30,000 UAE citizens
in Turkey. The interest towards Turkey is
growing day by day.

in Industrial Zones and Free Zones, reduced
red-tape to set up a company, equal treatment
for all investors (local or international), easy
transfer of profits and income generated in
Turkey, international arbitration in case of
disputes, etc.

D: Turkey is a popular destination for tourists
from the UAE. What steps is Turkey taking to
expand this area?

D: What are the main tourist attractions in
your country?
VA: In tourism, Turkey has a different
position then the other countries. When we
look at the cultural, historical and natural
richness we have, we realize that it would be
unfair just to focus on a single one. This is
why, our mission is to use Turkey’s potential
to promote both quality and affordability. The
richness and diversity make us preferable and
privileged in the whole world.
Turkey has been the home of many different
civilizations throughout history. This is why
she has many surprises; when you take a look
at one side you see oriental structures and on
the other side you see occidental structures.
Mosques, churches, sanctuaries, theatres,
Turkish-baths and many other structures
offer alternatives, both for visitors looking
for familiar cultural richness and for those
wanting to learn about different cultures.
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VA: Turkey is a beautiful country to the core
and taking the steps to be on the first rank
in terms of tourism. The main speciality is
that you get to experience the sea, culture,
entertainment, health and shopping all at
the same time. We are privatising this in our
promotions; trying to make visitors leave their
hotel room and guide them towards different
experiences. It is really hard to find such high
quality at affordable prices anywhere else.
We are trying our best to promote every
inch of our country. We are advertising our
best places on TV, bilboards and newspapers.
We are also attending tourism exhibitions to
promote our beautiful country. You may see
Turkey at anywhere in this region.
Cappadocia mountains, one of Turkey’s most
popular tourist destinations.

D: Turkey’s geostrategic location at the
crossroads of Europe and Asia is very

interview
significant. How can Turkey play a role in
building bridges between the East and West?
VA: Throughout history, Turkey has always
been an important player in European
and Middle Eastern Affairs. In the past 10
years, Turkey has become one of the fastest
developing nations and emerging market
in the world. This has brought about new
opportunities not only for Turkey but for the
whole region as well.
Turkey has also appeared as a model by
demonstrating that Islam and democracy
can coexist. By becoming a haven of stability,
economic development and democracy,
Turkey redeveloped a long standing interest
in Middle Eastern Affairs not only because
of the opportunities this entails, but also
because of our common historic and cultural
ties with the region.
Turkey is an indispensible country for the
West wanting to reach out to the Muslim
World. During the last decade Turkey has
become a regional power and a global player
with different engagements in many parts of
the world.
Turkey is not only a haven of stability and a
bastion of democracy connecting the West and
the East but is also the North and the South.  
D: Turkey has evolved as an important player
on the world stage, how do you see your
country’s role expanding at the international
level, particularly among the European
countries?
VA: Today the share of global economic
output of industrial democracies is 50 per
cent of the global output. It is estimated to fall
around 40 per cent in another decade from
now. Then, the bulk of global output will be
produced in the emerging world.
Different growth rates lead to a new
distribution of global power. It is obvious that
the centre of gravity is shifting towards other
parts of the world, particularly towards Asia. If
the present trends continue, Europe’s role and
influence in economic terms would gradually
decline. Europe also has an aging population.
On the other hand, Turkey has a young
and skilled labour force. This offers great
economic potential. Today Turkey is the
6th largest economy in Europe and the 16th
largest in the World. With Turkey’s rise as an
ever more powerful economic and political
power and its reach towards the Islamic
World makes Turkey an indispensible partner
for the European countries.
Cooperating with Europe we can turn
Turkey’s active foreign policy in its region
and beyond into a positive contribution
to Europe’s presence and soft power in the
World, as well.
D: Anything else you would like to tell us

about your country?
VA: Today, most of the Arab world
is undergoing a massive political
transformation process. Once this process,
initiated by the internal dynamics of the
Arab Societies, known as “Arab Spring”
is completed, I believe, there will be more
healthier political infrastructure in the
region enabling better cooperation and
faster economic recovery leading to more

prosperity and peace within the Arab world.
Turkey as a regional powerhouse promotes
stability, prosperity and peace in the region
and the world. In this context, we believe that
with close cooperation and coordination,
Arabic countries with their democratic and
prosperous societies will be able to play
a more important role in the world both
economically and politically. Turkey is ready
to support its brothers and sisters in every
possible way to realise this goal.

FACTS ABOUT TURKEY
•
•

•

•

•
•

A multi-party parliamentary
democracy since 1946.
Free and privately-owned media,
with 16 nation-wide private TV
Networks, broadcasting through
two Turkish communication
satellites.
A member of NATO since 1952,
Turkey is a part of the EU
Customs Union since 1996,
a candidate country to the
EU since 1999 that started
accession negotiations in
October 2005.
A physical and cultural bridge
between Europe and Asia, in the
heart of Eurasia, bordering 12
nations and four seas.
The only F-16 fighter plane
factory outside the US.
A significant contributor to
the development of the newly
independent states of Central
Asia and the Caucasus.

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

A prospective energy terminal of
export of Caspian oil & natural gas.
A modern telecommunication and
transportation network.
17th largest and 4th fastest
growing economy in the world.
4th biggest donor country in the
world with respect to its GNP.
Donor of $3.5 billion in economic
and technical assistance
including credits and $500 million
in humanitarian aid to several
countries.
Russia alone, the investments
of Turkish private enterprises
amount to $10 billion.
With an average annual growth
rate of 5%, the fastest growing
country in the Mediterranean.
Exports to 155 countries, ranging
from cable for the Channel Tunnel
to cars to China.
Europe’s largest supplier of
textiles and apparel.
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g20 france 2011

G20 Summit

New World New Ideas

A

s the world focused on the
Greek Debt Crisis, in Cannes the
leaders of the G20 met for their
sixth meeting in a series of ongoing discussions about financial markets
and the world economy. Although Europe’s
debt crisis was a hot topic a larger global
agenda emerged, which focused on creating
more jobs, controlling climate change and
developing agriculture.
The G20 was established in 1999. In
response to the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997,
it brought together a selection of the most
advanced and emerging economies in the
hopes it would stabilize the global financial
market. Since its conception, the G20 has held
meetings to promote economic growth and
development and this summit, hosted by the
French President,   Nicolas Sarkozy was no
different. The world’s most influential political
leaders produced a two-page “action plan” for
the global economy.

Employment Opportunities

Job and employment growth was the first
item up for discussion on the Cannes agenda
and one of the most positive outcomes from
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the most recent summit. Over the week
the leaders agreed on an action plan which
promoted a cohesion of strategies in order to
create a growth in the jobs market and combat
the rising unemployment figures, with
particular reference to youth unemployment.
A  G20 Task-Force on Employment was setup, primarily to focus on the youth issue
and the group will present its findings in a
Labour and Employment meeting next year.
International organizations have been asked
to report on the topic of job creation.

IMF Reform

Two days of talks brought the leaders to
the subject of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and it was agreed that member
nations were willing and ready to give the
IMF more resources and that a step by step
plan would be implemented by February.
British Prime Minister David Cameron said
it was “essential for confidence and economic
stability” that the IMF had access to the
resources that it needed, however Cameron
made clear that the UK would not supply any
funds for a eurozone bailout.
The G20 leaders expect that the increase

in funds and resources means the IMF will
have the capability to aid flailing eurozone
economies such as Greece. However, the
increase means that emerging economic
powers like Russia and Brazil will be required
to pay more, a move which will allow them to
secure some of their own objectives in return.
There were some objections to this plan,
notably from the USA and Canada who are
concerned not only about the required funds
but the increase in influence of nations willing
to increase contributions.
After further discussions Italy also agreed
to have IMF economists monitor its economic
progress, the decision came after pressure
from other leaders and means that the
IMF will ensure Italy implements austerity
measures to deal with and ultimately reduce
its debt levels.

China to Bail Out Europe?

It was no surprise that China found itself
under pressure to contribute to Europe’s
rescue fund, and with staggering cash
reserves it would made a small difference to
the nation. In return for the cash injection
China may seek   an end to the criticism

international feature
of Beijing’s currency policy which keeps
the Yuan artificially low, helping Chinese
exporters. However, by the close of the
summit China’s President Hu Jintao made it
clear that it is not yet satisfied with the bailout
plan to offer any funds.  

Agricultural
Productivity

Production

and

With the current famine in Africa and
the high commodity prices that are affecting
social stability worldwide, food security and
agriculture were key issues in this year’s
summit with a focus on increasing food
production and productivity, which leaders
remain committed to. The leaders believed it
essential to promote food security in order to
cultivate sustainable economic growth.
The move to a more stable, open and
transparent trading system would allow more
investment to be put into the agricultural
sector.  Leaders decided that they would work
on collectively creating enough food to feed
the increasing world population, which is
estimated to reach 9 billion people by 2050.
This means that agricultural production
would have to increase by 70% in order to
meet the goals set. Investing in agriculture
will be imperative in order to see its growth
and there will be particular interest paid to
the world’s poorest countries.

Energy and Climate Change

The G20 leaders impressed with their
commitment to improving the energy
markets, with a real focus on renewable
and green energy. They stressed the need
for stable markets that reduced volatility
and improved energy efficiency. A number
of leaders mentioned the need for clean
technologies that would grow to be a
sustainable form of energy and so leaders
promised that development of green and
sustainable energies would be a priority. They
went on to state they would also promote
low-carbon development strategies in the

hope that it would   optimize green growth
and development. Leaders showed their
commitment to encouraging effective policies
that urge the innovation and consumption of
clean technologies.
The UN Secretary General introduced a
“Sustainable Energy for All” initiative which
is a step forward and countries said they hope
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development in Rio de Janeiro, which is set
to take place in 2012 will be a huge success.
Leaders hope it will be an opportunity to
rally the political strength needed to bring
sustainable development back to the forefront
of the international agenda.
Climate change is another issue close
to the heart of many of the G20 nations.
Leaders agreed to stand together in the
fight against global warming and hailed the
Durban Conference on Climate Change as
in important step. Financing the fight against
climate change was labeled a top priority for
G20 members and so the developed countries
have committed USD 100 billion per year to
assist developing nations to cope with the
effects of climate change.

Protecting the Marine Environment

As another environmental measure, the
G20 nations promised to take further action
in the protection of marine life. Brought on
by the recent offshore oil spills that have
caused uproar from communities this seems
like a positive step in the right direction. The
nations will use a forum to share experiences
and successful methods in order to prevent
any future disasters relating to offshore oil
and gas drilling or maritime transportation.
The Global Marine Environment Protection
group will report on the progress made next
year. Countries also stated that they would
help nurture dialogue with international
organizations and relevant stakeholders
to highlight the importance of the marine
environment and the need to be vigilant to
avoid further disasters.

Intensifying
Corruption

the

Fight

Against

One issue brought to light during the
summit was that of corruption, which is
a huge strain on today’s economic and
moral growth and development. Significant
progress has been made to implement the
Anti-Corruption Action Plan created by G20.
The experts’ report highlighted that major
steps had already been taken by countries
and the G20 as a collective but outlined the
measures that still needed to be taken to
ensure the plan is exploited effectively. .
Although the Cannes summit proposed
strategies to save Europe, the incremental
changes it made are crucial to global stability.
Since the financial and economic crisis
began it has taken great prominence on the
global stage, so it was refreshing to see an
importance being placed on other issues at
this years summit, the issues of agriculture,
climate change, employment and energy
were all brought to the forefront of G20
discussions. G20 nations have promised that
they will collectively face major challenges
and that with international cooperation will
deal with them. The parting message was
that stimulating growth is the key element
to bring back global stability on all fronts,
as it is the essential element to sustained
economic growth which will in turn instill
confidence, create jobs, absorb debts and
foster innovation.
Overall it ended on a positive note with the
world leaders adopting a united resolve to
work together and build a world that provides
opportunities to all. It remains to be seen how
these proposed plans are put into action.

By: Joanne Al-Samarae

December 2011

P-27

www.thediplomatmagazine.com

National Day Events

Dubai - UAE

Germany

Consul General Germany and Minster of Education (Humaid Mohammed Obeid Al Qattami)

National Day of
Germany
Ambassador of Germany and Minister of Education

Sabine Pooske, Mr & Mrs Matthias, Therese Putz
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His Excellency Klaus Ranner, Consul General of Germany
hosted a gala dinner to mark this special occasion in Dubai.
The glittering event was attended by distinguished guests
from the UAE diplomatic and consular community, UAE
government officials, business leaders, and a large number
of German expatriates living in Dubai.

Albert Suef, Janina Vropf and Ruba Nuserben
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Consul General Germany and Minster of Education (Humaid Mohammed Obeid Al Qattami)
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Britta Hadler, Marion and Emre from Lufthansa airlines
Ambassador of Germany delivered a welcome speech
Silke Grastloff , Forg Steckhan and Mathias Von Polenz
Anne Bechler, Allison Deakin, Beate Zipser and Peter Borchart
Md. Abu Zafar Consul General of Bangladesh, Tahir Fazal Chalhoub Group PR
Executive, and Mansyur Pangeran Consul General of Indonesia
German National enjoyed the occasion.
Ambassador of Germany, Minister of Education and Consul General of Germany

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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National Day Events

Dubai - UAE

Saudi Arabia

National
Day of
Saudi
Arabia
His Excellency Emad Al Madani,
the Consul General of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, hosted the Saudi
National Day Reception. The grand
event was attended by Consul
Generals, government officials,
and distinguished members of the
community. His Excellency Sultan
bin Saeed Al Mansouri, the UAE
Minister of Economy, was the
Chief Guest.

Cake cutting ceremony
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01:
02:
03:
04:
05:
06:
07:
08.
09.

Dr Saif Rashid and Dr Aziz Farhan
Emad A. Madani (CG, Saudi) and Mohd Hashim Al Safi
Hany Al Deeb,Victor Ye, Mowfug Ahmed (Saudi Consulate)
H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansouri with VIP guests
Atiqullah Atifmal Consul General of Afghanistan and Ali Asghar Shafiee (CG, Iran)
Dr Nicholas and Abdur Rehman Al Ghurair
Dignitaries and businessmen at the event.
H.E. Eric Giraud-Telme (CG, France), Mohd Aqel and Soufiane El Allam
Hani At Tayam, Amjad Al Tayam

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Interview

British c. g. - uae

H.E. Guy Warrington

H.M. Consul General
His Excellency Guy Warrington, the British Consul
General, was posted to Dubai three years ago. He
speaks to the International Diplomat about his eventful
time in office and how Britain’s relationship with the
UAE has always been ‘an entirely positive story’.

By: Lisa Crowther

A

s well as commemorating the
UAE’S 40th National Day this
year, HE Guy Warrington talks
about the bond that the UAE
and Britain have shared over
the four decades.

Historical Ties

‘There has been a long tradition of our
two countries working together. Obviously
over the 40 years since the formation of
the UAE, a lot of British people have come
out here playing key roles in the country’s
development. For example, Sir Maurice
Flanagan and HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed
Al Maktoum built the Emirates Airline and
now you also have Tim Clark, the current
President carrying on that tradition.’
The Emirates success story is a classic
example of British and Emiratis coming
together to drive forward joint projects, as Mr
Warrington sums up. ‘The UAE and the UK
share a unique relationship..’
This excellent relationship has never been
stronger and, according to Mr Warrington
has taken a further step forward recently, with
the new government in place and a higher
level of contact between the British PrimeMinister and senior leaders in the UAE. The
Queen’s State visit last year, as he remembers
fondly, was also a high point.
Mr Warrington was posted to Dubai three
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years ago, having previously held postings in
Singapore, New York, Geneva and Seoul. He
clearly relishes the challenges presented by
his fifth posting, and admits,
‘In London people recognize that the
UAE is one of the largest expatriate British
destinations, and one of the most challenging
markets. Since I arrived in July 2008, it has
been an exciting time to be in the UAE, and
the economy has changed a lot.’
Understandably, Mr Warrington, finds
it easy to explain why British people are
drawn to life here, ‘Dubai has always been an
attractive place to live because of its lifestyle
and the fact its a nice place to live and work. It
is also a trading hub and an open and liberal
country. There are also lots of British schools
here. These things exists more or less in other
places in the region but actually the numbers
speak for themselves here.’
He is right and he knows these numbers
well. ‘Out of 100,000 British expatriates in the
UAE, 80,000 are living in Dubai, making it the
largest Western expatriate population here
and anywhere in the Gulf. On any day, there
are also about 20,000 British tourists visiting
the UAE! There was a huge amount of growth
in the numbers of expatriates before I came
here. Although the number has been pretty
flat over the last three years, the numbers of
British people living in Dubai & Abu Dhabi
have risen.’

British Consular Assistance

Under his guidance, the British Consular
service has responded well to the UAE’s
tides of change, creating proactive policies as
required. ‘We address the issues as we find
them and offer an excellent consular service.
We have always been good at dealing with
people in distress, but we have seen a change
in the reasons why people have consulted us.
For example, we have seen an increase in the
number of people dealing with debt problems.’
Mr Warrington has also encouraged
a culture of communication within the
Consulate, using popular social media
tools, such as Facebook and Twitter. ‘Over
the last few years, we have done more with
communication. It is important to get out
into the community to talk about issues’.
One prominent publication which did just
that, was the British Embassy’s recent guide
advising people about life here, as he explains,
‘Our leaflet has been well received. It offers
sound advice, reminding people who visit the
UAE that they are in an Islamic culture and
they have to respect the cultural norms.’

Buoyant Economic Relations

Mr Warrington is proud of the buoyant
trade relations that co-exist between the two
countries, adding, ‘we set up an ambitious
target to increase our bilateral trade, from
around 7 billion pounds to 12 billion by 2015.

interview
We are on target to achieve that. Exports to
the UAE have gone up by 25%, and from the
UAE to the UK there has been a 20% rise. I
hope the trend will continue and if it does we
will meet our target early.’
As well as the UAE-UK Joint Economic
Committee (JEC), the British and the UAE

trade and economic relations here, as Mr
Warrington explains,   ‘Whereas the JEC is
a government to government exercise, the
CEO Forum is a new initiative, promoting
high level business-to-business meetings. In
September 2011, we had a very successful
visit from Lord Green, Minister of State

Dubai has always been an attractive place to live because
of its lifestyle and the fact its a nice place to live and work.
It is also a trading hub and an open and liberal country.
have formed the CEO Forum, an effective
platform through which to expand business,

for Trade and Investment, and essentially
we brought a group of very senior British

businessmen together such as the Chairmen
of BP and of AMEC with the equivalent
senior business men from here. Topping the
agenda are the three key sectors of oil and
gas, defence and infrastructure. During these
business to business initiatives, we might also
arrange intern swapping schemes, while our
government meetings might focus on trade
barriers and how we can remove them.’
Receiving important guests and building
trade relations is a key part of Mr Warrington’s
routine. ‘There is a constant stream and a wide
range of visitors to the UAE from the UK.
There is always a strong trade, defence and
cultural focus with any of the meetings we do.’
At a government level, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
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recently met with the British Prime Minister,
David Cameron, as Mr Warrington touches
on, ‘it is very important that the leaders of

up to the Games.  There was the 1,000 daysto-go event with English cricketer, Freddie
Flintoff, a 500 days-to-go with rowing

Since I arrived in July 2008, it has been an exciting time
to be in the UAE, and the economy has changed a lot
every country feel they can pick up the phone
and speak to each other and its excellent that
our Prime Minister has that kind of working
relationship with the UAE.’

Educational Ties

Education has also united Britain and the
UAE as both UAE nationals and expats choose
to go to the UK for higher education. There is
a trend too for various British Universities to
establish themselves in Dubai.
Mr Warrington describes these educational
ties, ‘last year, approximately 3,110 Emirati
students secured places at British universities
which is a great way to experience life in
Britain. If people don’t want to go to the
UK but they do want the quality of a British
education, they are catered for by the British
universities here, of which there are a lot of.

A Big Year Ahead

For the British Embassy, 2012 is shaping up
to be a big year. ‘There are many important
events coming up. We will continue our local
countdown to the Olympics with string of
events and a mini Olympics for children and
the communities in Dubai and Abu Dhabi in
February while its not too hot.’
The British Embassy has already hosted a
series of related Olympic events in the build-
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sensation Sir Steve Redgrave and a one-year
to go with the local Olympic Committee and
Para-Olympic competitors. ‘The Olympics is
great news for London as an area that was
rundown has been rejuvenated and there
will be a sporting and an economic legacy
from the Games.’

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

During 2012, Britain will celebrate the 60th
Anniversary of Her Majesty’s, Queen Elizabeth
II, succession to the throne in 1952 and a year

on, Mr Warrington adds ‘the Queen will be the
longest ruling monarch in the UK.’
With this in mind, perhaps Mr Warrington
might like to be the longest running British
Consul General. Then, when he does have the
occasional day off, he will retreat to the desert
for some camping and four-wheel driving.
Something, he describes as ‘the perfect antedote to the buzz of city life.’

Business Diplomacy

feature story

Mr Khalaf Al Habtoor
“Growing with the UAE”
The Al Habtoor Success Story

The International Diplomat speaks to Mr Khalaf Al Habtoor, the highly
respected founder of the Al Habtoor Group on his role as a National Business
Leader in the UAE. He describes his early business years in the UAE and how
his company has evolved into the size and success story that it is today.
Early Days

As the founder of Al Habtoor Group –
under your leadership the group has grown
steadily over the last 40 years. Please tell
us how this journey started and how you
established your first business in the 1970s?
This is a long and very old story. But
in brief, I started in 1970 prior to the
announcement of the UAE federation. I had
already been working with a big construction
firm Al Mulla, when I decided to venture on
my own and started with my construction
company Al Habtoor Engineering.
The timing was convenient. I felt that there
was an opportunity and I took it. Our country
was only moving forward and growing, so I
felt that we should grow with it and play a
part in making its future. That is why our
company slogan is “Growing with the UAE”.
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After a few years, we diversified into different
sections and ventures in case one fell behind,
the other could support it.

Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Ruler of
Dubai. My father, Ahmad Mohammed Al
Habtoor, pushed me hard and encouraged

Our country was only moving forward and growing, so I felt
that we should grow with it and play a part in making its future.
That is why our company slogan is “Growing with the UAE”.

What would you say have been the milestones
of your professional life? Who inspired you in
your early days?
The milestones of my professional life are
many, some very sensitive and complicated.
But the most important would be my first
meeting with His Highness, the late Sheikh

me to go with him to meet His Highness,
the Ruler. My first meeting with Sheikh
Rashid was a very important milestone in
my personal and professional life, because
it influenced me for years to come, and
still does to this day. I was impressed with
Sheikh Rashid; his attitude inspired me to
move forward and to never look back, and to
forget about old damages and failures, and

interview
to move forward.
After I met him, I became a regular at
his Majlis and public meetings, and there I
learnt a lot, things I wouldn’t have learnt in
any school. Being in the presence of Sheikh
Rashid taught me to always be positive, never
to think about any losses or failures and only

my very capable and dear friend Riad Sadik
(and partner in Al Habtoor Engineering)
and now Leighton Holding from Australia
who are our partners a nd who manage the
company now.
At this time, my personal interest is in two
divisions within my group Education and

My first meeting with Sheikh Rashid was a very important
milestone in my personal and professional life, because it
influenced me for years to come, and still does to this day.
I was impressed with Sheikh Rashid; his attitude inspired
me to move forward and to never look back, and to forget
about old damages and failures, and to move forward.
use those to learn for future experiences.

Hospitality / Hotels.

When did you taste your first major success in
your early business life?

Your group has played a vital role in
constructing some of the most prestigious
towers and developments in the UAE. How
does it make you feel to have been so directly
associated with the phenomenal rate of
development in the UAE?

My actual first major business success
would be when I won the tender for the Plaza
Cinemas from Al Galadary Group. That was
my first taste of success. In today’s measure,
that project might be very normal, even
slightly small, but at that time, the confidence
getting this tender was tremendous and
motivated us to keep working hard and
always try to move forward. Getting the Plaza
Cinemas business asserted us and everyone
else that we were to be taken seriously.

I feel very proud to have been able to
construct some of our nation’s landmarks,

and I hope that people appreciate that. We
were key players in the development and we
played a strong and positive role.
Thank God, over the years, we have
successfully built so many iconic projects
such as one of the complex construction
structures in the world, the officers’ club
in Abu Dhabi, Burj Al Arab, most of the
hospitals in Dubai, as well as Terminals 1 and
3 in Dubai’s international airport.
I feel very happy that I played a big role in
my country’s development.

Education

You have also established schools – and have
successfully been running them – was this due
to your strong commitment and belief that
education is key to progress?
We established the Emirates International
Schools (EIS) as a service to the community
of the UAE, for the Emiratis and all its
residents alike, not as companies that we
expect profits from. Whatever income we
get from EIS, we reinvest into the school and
its equipment. At the Emirates International
Schools we welcome students from all the
countries in the world, no matter what their

Al Habtoor Group

Today, the Al Habtoor Group has become
synonymous with success with a diverse
portfolio. What would you say has been the
philosophy of your success?
My philosophy in life is simple. I believe
that the reason for my success is that I always
try to find the right people to become our
executives, people who are honest and
disciplined, and who are committed to the
company and its progress.
But what I live by every day, is to follow
nature’s laws. God in his books has laid the
rules that can guide us. He created day for
work, and night for rest. So I get up early
and start work early, I work hard for my
business every day and at night I rest and
go early to bed.
From Engineering & Construction, you
have diversified to Automobiles, Real Estate,
Hotels, and so many other areas. Is there any
area of personal interest to you among this
large portfolio of businesses?
My interest in a certain area or the other
has varied over the years. When I first
started, it was the construction industry, and
that is what I started doing first. But I have
left my company under the management of
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color, religion or background is.
Your sons, and family are also associated
with your business. Could you tell us about
them and what areas each manages?
My eldest son Rashid is now working
independently. He is doing well, and I am
proud of his successes. Mohammed is my
assistant; he is the Vice-Chairman and the
CEO of Al Habtoor Group. My youngest son
Ahmad is the CEO of Al Habtoor Motors,
one of our most successful companies worth
billions of dirhams.
You also expanded your group internationally.
How many countries have you expanded to,
and do you have any further international
expansion plans?
We operated with the different units in
different areas, in all the GCC, plus Jordan,
Lebanon, UK, Egypt and Afghanistan. We
are always looking for good opportunities
to grow.
Yes, we have plans to expand more
internationally, but that depends on the
opportunities that are presented to us. We
are looking for them always, everywhere, but
we hope to have some business in the English
and the French capital.

Future Vision

What is the future vision of your business
group, do you have any expansion plans and
diversifications. Where do you see the Al
Habtoor group in the next 10 years?
This is entirely dependent on the
stability and the political situation in the
area. Unfortunately, there is no serious
determination from our countries to kill the
tension, and I cannot understand why not
one is making a strong enough action to make
it stop. USA and the EU have threatened to
interfere and stabilize the country, but there
are no actions at all. The decision is always in
the hands of the powerful, and the powerful
players are not taking a decision, keeping us
investors and normal people on hold.
As long as the political and economical
situation in the Middle East area stays this
way, then we remain tense and cannot plan
forward. I blame the GCC for not taking a
bigger part of making the decision with the
US and EU when it influences us so much.
When and if I know that tension is killed, then
I can tell you my plans. I have big dreams and
plans inside and outside the UAE. For our
projects inside the UAE we have made many
announcements this year launching big
projects and we have more in the neat future
to announce. This is inspired by the stability
and security that we enjoy in the UAE, but
these bold announcements and decisions
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cannot be mirrored outside because we are
not sure what will happen there. So for now,
our plan is to expand internally as much as
possible enjoying the stability, security and
growth that my country provides like no
other nation.

UAE’s Phenomenal Success

Under the visionary leadership of its Leaders,
the UAE has achieved phenomenal success
and you have witnessed this success first
hand. As an Emirati, what are your feelings
when you see all these skyscrapers towering
around you?
When we look around, the most important
thing is to give credit to the founders of the
UAE, Their Highnesses, the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sutlan Al Nahyan and Sheikh Rashid bin
Saeed. It is their vision for the country that
created it. I call them “the men who put the
piles in the ground”, the reinforcement in the
soil of this country. If it weren’t for them, we
wouldn’t be here.
I feel proud of my country and of the facts
that we are very successful. I miss being in
the desert with my father and our camels, but
I am not one that likes to be held back when
everything else is changing. Skyscrapers
are first sign of the progress in any city and
whether a person likes them architecturally
or not, I am not one to say I wish for the old
UAE to be back.

MASJID (Mosque)

You have recently built one of the most
beautiful Masjids here, along with a vast
library. Do you see this as becoming a Centre
of Understanding?
The idea behind building the Al Farooq
Omar Ibn Al Khattab Mosque and the Centre
is to narrow the gap between the different
religions.
At the Al Farooq Mosque and Centre,
which were completed just before the Holy
Month of Ramadan, we have started classes
with teachers to teach non-Muslims about
how our religion and our holy book are
close to both Christianity and Judaism. Its
message is to educate people that we kneel
to the One God.
The progress in the UAE has resulted in a host
of people from different nationalities coming
here to live, work and do business. How do
you feel about this influx of expatriates to the
UAE? How do you see the contributions of the
expatriates in the UAE?
When we are thinking about the future
of the UAE, we should think about what we
really want. Do we want peace and quietness,
or do we want noise? If we choose peace and
quietness, then we don’t want any work to
take place, which means we are stuck. We will

have Peace, but with no vision business wise.
There is always a price for success. We might
have to live with the noise for the result, and
that is all right. Because whatever we pay, it
doesn’t matter, as long as we get success. And
to ensure this success, we pay with our health
and distance from our friends.
As for the expatriates, and I mean especially
these people who participated from day one
in building the UAE, we owe them a lot and
we are in debt to them. Without these people,
the engineers and without every person who
participated in the development of this
country, we couldn’t have done it without
them, so I can say thanks, mainly for people
from Asia and the West.
Some people see the influx of so many cultures
to the UAE as a positive sign of a multicultural
society – whereas some have said that this
has eroded the Emirati and Arab traditions.
What are your views?
In my school there are 120 nationalities,
and all the kids, including my own, all stand
together under one flag. The success and
security of the country is because of the
mixture of different nationalities. Everyone
here cares about the stability, security and
growth as much as I care about protecting
this country. I am 100 per cent sure that they
love it as much as I love it.
The fact that this might affect our Arab
and Emirati traditions is normal. We are the
minority but we are as one nation with the
majority of our residents and we need them
as much as they need us.
I don’t think we should change any policy,
we should continue with this mix. You only
have to look at our neighbors to see how
much trouble they’re in because they don’t
accept this. We might feel nostalgic that our
Arabic traditions may be disappearing, but
it is a small price to pay for the progress we
have achieved.
UAE celebrates its 40th Year this December
– what would be your message and, in your
words, how would you describe this journey?
This celebration is one of the most
important in our lives, the 40 years
anniversary of the federation of our unity.
I am sure the founders of our nation, Their
Highnesses Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al
Nahyan and Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al
Maktoum can see the success and see what
they have done and they are proud of us.
The journey was not easy, far from it. It
was tough. But our leaders and us, we are
committed to being soldiers to this country,
to protect it and its unity, and to work hard
to keep its name high. We never give up, we
look positively at things, and this is why our
country is very successful.

So French So Good

Photo Feature

The Consul General of France in
Dubai, H.E. Eric Giraud-Telme hosted
“So French So Good” in October,
celebrating French cuisine and the
art of food science in the UAE. The
exclusive dinner was organized in
association with Alliance Francaise
and the French Trade Commission
UBIFRANCE and was held to promote
the French food and drink sector in
the UAE. The President of the French
Trade Commission, Mr Francois
Sporrer, attended the gastronomic
event along with a further 120 guests,
who included leading local, French
and expatriate businessmen from
across the UAE.
In his opening speech, the French
Consul General welcomed the
guests and spoke of the increasing
cooperation between the UAE and
France, particularly in the fields of
business and commerce.
Olivier Talbot & Stephanie Cannieux

Hugues Saint Lô & Cristal Labernede

Christian Calderon, Mohamed Al Hashemy & Virgine Calderon

Maithe Bousigon, Jean Claude Bousigon, Olivia Dorado &
Stephanie Giraud Telme

Ms Tan & Mr Zhan Gingbao (C.G.China)

Nawal Benzaid & Nicole Rogers

Abdullah Al Alawi, Nouf Al Alawi, Stephanie Giraud Telme
& Uwe Micheel

One of the hosts addressing the guests

Laura Mazeh & Jack Perez

Ms Abir & Mr Mohab (C.G.Egypt)

Wassim Zamani & Ibrahim Bin Desmal

Anthony P. Tabone & Erik Giraud Telme

Hussean & Yolande Pineda
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National Day Events

Dubai - UAE

Malta

National
Day of
Malta
His Excellency Anthony P. Tabone,
the Consul General of Malta hosted
a grand reception to mark the
National Day of Malta at Dubai’s
landmark hotel, the Burj Al
Arab. The high profile ceremony
was attended by Ministers,
Ambassadors, Consul Generals
and distinguished socialites. His
Excellency Dr Rashid Ahmed
bin Fahad, the UAE Minister for
Environment and Water was Guest
of Honour.

Cake cutting ceremony during the event
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Daniel, Remald, Cappello and Stephania
David Falzon, Joseph and Desiree Gatt
Kym Hewett CG, Australia (left), Dr Margaret Van Spronsen (right)
H.H. Dr Rashid Ahmed bin Fahad, with fellow diplomats
Mahmoud Amani Deputy CG, Iran, Andres Fernando Pages CG, Panama,
Francisco Alonso CG, Mexico
H.E. Anthony P. Tabone, the Consul General of Malta addressing the guests.
Sergey Krasnagor CG, Russia and Yaqoob Yousuf Hassan
Anthony P. Tabone CG, Malta, Benito B. Valeriano CG, Philippines and Jacky Punjabi
& Wife

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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National Day Events

Mexico

dubai - uae

National
Day of
Mexico

H.E. Fancisco Alonso Escobar, His Excellency Humaid Mohammed Obaid Al Qatami and guests

2

3

4

5
6

Image Captions

1

7

01:
02:
03:
04:
05:
06:
07:
08.

His Excellency Fancisco Alonso
Escobar, Consul General of
Mexico hosted the National Day
of Mexico in Dubai at a glittering
ceremony attended by members
of the Diplomatic and Consular
corps, senior government officials,
business leaders and members of
the Mexican community in Dubai.
UAE Minister His Excellency
Humaid Mohammed Obaid Al
Qatami was the Guest of Honour at
this elaborate event.

Guests at the event
Ambassador of Chile Jean Paul Tarud Kobourn
Guests enjoying the occasion
Traditional Mexican dress was worn at the event
H.E. Fancisco Alonso Escobar with attendees
H.E. Fancisco Alonso Escobar addressing the crowd
H.E. Fancisco Alonso Escobar
Guests during the ceremony

More images of this event are on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Interview

german c.g. - uae

H.E. Klaus Ranner

Consul General of Germany

By: Joanne Al-Samarae

The Consul General of the
Federal Republic of Germany
for the Emirates speaks to The
International Diplomat about the
unique bond between Germany
and the UAE, renewable
resources and his hopes for the
future.

H

is Excellancy Klaus Ranner
hails from the Bavarian
city of Augsburg, home of
playwright Bertolt Brecht,
the Diesel engine and the
Messerschmidt airplanes. After military
service in signal intelligence he studied law
and received a law degree in 1978. He spent
a year interning at a High Court, before
entering the senior Foreign Service for
Germany in 1980. His foreign assignments
are extensive, stretching from Warsaw to
Buenos Aires, Tehran to Bombay and Miami
before landing in the UAE in August 2010.
Mr Ranner enjoys the contrast of the UAE
to his German home and finds himself falling
increasingly in love with the country. He feels
it is a distinctive and fascinating place and
says working and living in the unique multicultural and cosmopolitan environment of
Dubai is a privilege, “for a geographically
relatively small country like the UAE there is
such a lot you can do here, and there are so
many interesting people you can meet.”

Relations between the UAE and
Germany

Relations between the UAE and Germany are
unique and the partnership has transcended a
solely economic pairing and is branching into
cultural and political partnerships.  
The UAE and Germany have always had
strong economic relationships, Mr Ranner
states “Germany has a lot of goods and
technologies to offer, which the UAE highly

DIPLOMAT December 2011

P-42

interview

appreciate.” The relationship will continue to
grow as business and trade between the two
powers prosper. Many German companies
have established themselves in the UAE and
similarly UAE companies are actively investing
in Germany.   Business to business relations
are helped greatly by the fact that Germany

cross cultural ties, Germany has also been
named as the featured country at this year’s
Dubai International Film Festival. Politically
Mr Ranner hopes that the union between
the two nations continues to strengthen with
Germany acting for the UAE on issues in
Europe and vice Versa in the Arab world.

For a geographically relatively small country like the
UAE there is such a lot you can do here, and there
are so many interesting people you can meet.
and the UAE have the only bilateral Chamber
of Commerce Agreement in industry and
there are over 400 member companies. The
Consul General hopes the two countries will
take advantage of future developments so that
they can create an inducing environment for
bilateral economic relations.
It is also clear to see cultural relations
between the two countries have slowly
blossomed, although still in its infancy. Mr
Ranner spoke about his desire to further
expand the cultural and “people to people”
relations. He acknowledges the cultural gap
between the two countries but hopes that
over time these relationships will strengthen.
He believes that it is the curiosity and
openness of the people that will allow this
to be successful and his aim is to satisfy the
demand for cultural information. The Consul
General went on to discuss the Berlin Dubai
Festival, which is a celebration of fashion
from both countries, a perfect example of the

Renewable and Ecological
Technology

When discussing Germany it is impossible
not to talk about their prowess in the world of
renewable and sustainable energy. Mr Ranner
stressed the importance for the development
of ecological and renewable energies. As a
leader of this field Germany are covering
about 17 % of their energy consumption by
using renewable energy, Mr Ranner exclaims
“oil is too valuable to be burnt to CO2.”
Over the next few years Germany will be cooperating closely with the UAE as it aims to
expand its renewable energy field.

The German Community in the UAE

There is a sizeable number of German
expats living in the UAE. The Consul General
explains that German Nationals do not
have a compulsory registration system. He
estimates the German community in the UAE
is approximately 9,000 of which about 6,000

reside in Dubai. Mr Ranner urges all German
UAE residents to visit their website and
complete the online registration which will
not only give a clearer indication to numbers
in the UAE but will also ensure all residents
are up to date with the excellent services
being provided by the German consulate.
Mr Ranner also took his time to congratulate
the UAE on its up and coming 40th National
day. He wondered at the achievements of the
UAE over 40 years and expressed his wish
that the important role the UAE are playing
in the international economic and political
community will be even more significant in
the future “so that we can all together face the
challenges of the globalized world.”

Prosperous Germany

Talking about his home we see the pride
and enthusiasm the Consul General holds for
his native Germany, although pleased with its
achievements he hopes that it will continue to
prosper. He encourages prospective investors
and foreign investment and explains that
there are very favorable conditions offered for
investments from the UAE.
An area of the German economy that has
seen an increase in recent years is that of
tourism, and the number of visitors from
the Gulf is steadily on the increase, as noted
by the National Tourist Board, and apart
from tourism in the strict sense, Mr Ranner
explains there has been a lot of medical
tourism to Germany due to the excellent
quality of their healthcare services.
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National Day Events

Dubai - UAE

South Korea

National
Day of
South
Korea
H.E. Mariam Mohammed Al Roumi, UAE Minister, Consul General of South Korea with dignitaries

1

2

His Excellency Young Jong Hong,
the Consul General of Korea
hosted the Korean National Day
celebrations in Dubai. A number
of distinguished personalities
from the diplomatic and business
communities
attended
this
memorable celebration.

3

4

H.E. Mariam Mohammed Al Roumi, UAE Minister and Consul General of South Korea
5

Mr And Mrs. Jim Walsh
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H.E. Mariam Mohammed Al Roumi, Consul General of South Korea with VIP guests
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Entertainers at the event
Guests and dignitaries
Fanus Schoeman Consul General of South Africa, Judith and Consul General of
Germany.
Kazuhisa Yamada Vice-Consul Japan, Kimito Mishina US consulate, Ritsuko
Performers
Mr and Mrs Gian Nicola Consolini (Chief Financial Officer, Toll Time)
Consul General of Korea, addressing the guest
Mr and Mrs Ismail Adul Rahman Consular of Mozambique
Guests at the event
Sonja Panday and Monica Sperling.
Performers
Dr Bharat Butaney President IBPC Dubai

more images of this event on our website: www.thediplomatmagazine.com
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Business Diplomacy

feature story

The British Business Group
Interviews with BBG Chairman and CEO,
Mr Jonathon Davidson and
Operations Director, Mr Stuart Hurst

With over 2,500 members and now in its 25th year, the British Business Group (BBG) has a unique
presence in the UAE. Closely linked with the British Embassy, this important organization combines
its diplomatic and business channels to further British business in the UAE and beyond. Here, The
International Diplomat speaks to the BBG Chairman and CEO, Mr Jonathon Davidson
and to Operations Director, Mr Stuart Hurst, to find out about their roles within the BBG and the
various initiatives being taken to promote and develop British Business between the UK and the UAE.

Mr Jonathon Davidson

T

wenty-five years ago, a handful
of British businessmen, who had
already been meeting regularly
to provide support to British
companies in the UAE, formally
established the British Business Group, as
Mr Stuart Hurst, describes, ‘The principle
of the BBG was to help bond UAE and UK
companies together in order to do business.
We are a unique organization that works
primarily to promote trade between the
UK and the UAE. If you’re a new company
coming here you need to make contacts. We
provide that company with the platform to
meet other companies. We fill the stopgap.
Previously this resource did not exist. We’ve
worked hard to fill it.’
Today, the BBG is a rapidly growing,
non-profit organization, consisting of two
business groups - the BBG for Dubai and
the Northern Emirates, and the BBG for
Abu Dhabi. The joint UAE-BBG Committee
meets quarterly to discuss joint interests
within the organizations and the UAE
communities as a whole.

Close Ties with the British Embassy

Mr Jonathon Davidson, BBG’s new
Chairman, was elected in May 2011, having
served as the Deputy Chairman for two years
prior to that. He distinguishes his BBG role
as a figurehead position, ‘my main aim is to
ensure the smooth running of the BBG and to
make sure that we get the profile we need. It
is important that people know about what we
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A visiting Minister will give the people a
lot of knowledge and our members benefit.’
Recent high-level visitors have included Lord
Green, the UK Minister of State for Trade &
Investment and the Minster of Transport.

assistance on doing business in the UAE and
Trade Licences, but to also highlight matters
of interest back to our members. The BBG
also sends out questionnaires and garners
feedback from their members.

The principle of the BBG was to help bond UAE and UK companies
together in order to do business. We are a unique organization that
works primarily to promote trade between the UK and the UAE

do.’ One other role, is as lynchpin between the
business community and the British Embassy,
as Mr Davidson explains, ‘The BBG has
strong historical ties to the British Embassy.
Traditionally the organization works through
diplomatic and business channels to further
British business interests in the UAE. It
also works to support businesses that are
looking to expand into India, Saudi, Iraq
and Libya. Our members will use the BBG
to help do that. We also package up business
and diplomatic messages that we want the
government to hear and the joint UAE-BBG
Committee acts as the conduit to channel this
through to the economic department, or to
whoever it might be.’
If a company back home wants to come
to the UAE, they will first approach the UK
Trade Industry (UKTI) who deals with the
expansion of British business here. That
business or company will then be referred to
the BBG once they have reached the UAE,
as Mr Davidson clarifies. ‘We work with the
part of the embassy that concentrates on the

The BBG’s Dubai office is also aptly located
next to the British Embassy. Mr Hurst who
is based there, describes, ‘we have a great
relationship with the British Embassy and
we had the opportunity to build the BBG
building in their grounds 11 years ago. We
are the only private entity that exists insides
the grounds of an Embassy.’

Royal Patron - HH Sheikh Juma bin
Maktoum Al Maktoum

Marking their 25th Silver Jubilee year,
an occasion that was celebrated at their
Jubilee Ball in September, the BBG were
pleased to announce that HH Sheikh Juma
bin Maktoum Al Maktoum, the Ruler’s
cousin, had become their Royal Patron.
The significance of this Royal nod of
approval was clear for Mr Davidson, ‘For
the Maktoum family to support us is a great
credit to the work we are doing. HH Sheikh
Juma is keen to become involved at a very
meaningful level. He will use his network
and influence with the local community
to reconnect with the British community.
Our two nationalities need each other more
now. HH Sheikh Juma is committed to
making the relationship between the two
communities stronger. As a member of the
Royal family, his international contacts will
benefit BBG members. He is channeling new
business into these emerging markets such

The BBG has strong historical ties to the British Embassy.
Traditionally the organization works through diplomatic and
business channels to further British business interests in the UAE.
business side of expanding trade worldwide.
Whereas the UKTI concentrate on using
their diplomatic channels to expand British
business interests here, we work directly
with members to push forward their
businesses by providing the opportunity to
meet Trade Ministers, build contacts and
exchange information.’
When the British Embassy invites Ministers
from the UK to the UAE, they alert the
BBG. Mr Davidson describes this mutually
beneficial arrangement. ‘The Embassy make
space to give the BBG access to the Ministers
when they visit. We then invite members for
key sector meetings, for example, for a round
table meeting, and a Q and A style of meeting.

Although the UAE is geographically an
ideal hub to do business from, the BBG
understands there is a need to move business
forward, as Mr Davidson maintains. ‘The
relationship between the UK and the UAE

as in Iraq, and Libya,’

UK-UAE CEO Forum

The UAE is the UK’s third largest
economic partner. One recent initiative
that Mr Davidson is eager to promote is
the UK-UAE CEO Forum, which emerged
from an economic meeting two years ago.
‘We’ve been involved heavily with the UKUAE CEO Forum, which is a governmentto-government initiative. There will be a
business element to the meetings, which the
BBG represents.’
The BBG also work closely with the Dubai
Chamber of Commerce and the Dubai
Economic Department to offer practical

has been a long-standing trading relationship
and there are certain mutual targets in place
to increase trade. Although the UAE is a
business-driven city, in the past two or
three years people were making money
irrespective of a need to network.
The BBG has a good membership
but with different needs. Now
we have to become more
focused on connecting
people, with people
they can do business
with.’
Accounting
for over 50%
of
their
me mb e rs
and
a
c o r e
area of
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a delegation to meet the Queen in Abu Dhabi
and for Trade Minister Lord Green’s official
visit in September, the BBG invited key
members to meet him.’
Predominantly, the events have a
networking objective as well as a social
element, as Mr Hurst describes, ‘People
work hard in the UAE. They work long
hours and want the social side that the
BBG provides. We have looked at the style
of events, which have changed over the
years. We are listening to our members and
delivering what they ask for.’ The success
of the BBG’s new ‘business through sport’
events is perhaps one example of this.

BBG Membership

Mr Stuart Hurst

growth for the BBG is the small to medium
sized enterprises (SME) taking root in the
UAE, as Davidson explains,   ‘The SME’s are
our core target area. They need credit, finance,
connections and its always the SME market
that reinvigorates a post-lull economy.’

Events and Key Visitors

The BBG host around 90 events throughout
the year. These vary in size and are tailored
according to the sector they represent, as Mr

The BBG have a number of large
organisations, such as HSBC, Motivate
Publishing and the Emirates Group who
are their loyal, platinum members. They act
as sponsors, helping the BBG to host events
while forging a continuous bond between
UK and UAE businesses. The 2,500 plus
members represent over 20 business sectors,
as Mr Davidson says, ‘We represent many
key sector groups ranging from transport to
energy, retail and hospitality’.
The BBG members also come from outside
the UAE and are of varying ages, as Mr Hurst

to the UK, as Mr Davidson explains, ‘Business
out here is done face-face. A British company
working with another British company
will do business one way but when it is a
British company working with a non-British
company, it’s a whole different talk that goes
on. Companies need to adapt’
The way people do business, like anywhere
in the world, is fluid and the dynamics of
the BBG respond to change. Mr Hurst is
positive that they do a good job at listening
and adapting to their members needs, ‘There
is nothing I like better than when a member
comes to us and suggests how we might change
things, so we listen to their feedback. Members
might have the ideas and we have the skill set
to help them. It works well all round.’
Becoming a BBG member is easy as you

Business out here is done face-face. A British company
working with another British company will do business one
way but when it is a British company working with a nonBritish company, it’s a whole different talk that goes on
Davidson explains, ‘We host gala events where
we invite 200-300 guests, or forum lunches
for 60-70 and evening networking events.
Everyone might be invited and we also have
special interest groups, such as a breakfast
meeting we held in mid-October with the UK
Minister of Transport. We invited about 12
key people from British companies associated
with transport to attend. On the occasion of
the Queen’s state visit in 2010, the BBG took

explains, ‘Our members are not just in the
UAE. We have members from the UK, the
US and the GCC region. Our members have
evolved over the years. Ladies have come in –
it was male-dominated and we worked hard
to change that and lower the age brackets to
welcome in younger members.
The BBG support British business and
continue to work hard to address the different
ways business is done in the UAE compared

can join with an online application. As long
as you meet certain criteria, you can join as
an individual or as a business, as Mr Hurst
states, ‘to make full use of a membership, you
have to be a business with a trade licence. We
have people who are just starting and they
can join as an individual in order to build
up some business contacts. Then later, they
might convert to our business membership.’

By: Lisa Crowther
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